Because of you...Extravagant Generosity
Five Habits of Fruitful Congregations Series - week 3

2 Corinthians 8:1-7, 9:7-8

This morning we continue our series on the 5 habits
of fruitful congregations. In the first week, we looked at
Radical Hospitality and last week we talked about
Passionate Worship. For both of these traits, we discussed
the importance of discerning how God might be calling
us to live in to these traits both here within these four
walls, and out in the community.

Today, on stewardship Sunday, we are talking about
Extravagant Generosity. With most of these traits, I’
challenge us to think how we can do better, but with this
trait, [ want to affirm the amazing job that you are
already doing! I frequently hear our congregation
referred to as “small but mighty,” and I agree! Although
we have struggled a bit, and had to right-size our budget
last year, you are one of the most giving congregations I
have served. Just in the last few months, because of you,
we almost doubled the number of fruit bags that we

filled. Because of you, we raised over $1,700 for the



blanket drive for Church World Services. Because of you,
veterans get fed a wonderful, home-cooked meal at the
shelter each month, and folks receive food from Feed
More. Because of you, hundreds of people are welcomed
here through our community events, and countless homes
across the US have been rebuilt or repaired. Because of
you, we host a thriving preschool and Senior
Connections. Because of you, Midwives in Haiti will
have additional resources after our lunch today, I could
go on and on. Beloved, you consistently live out
Extravagant Generosity. Well done, good and faithful
servants! (PAUSE)

Although there are some significant differences,
there are some striking parallels between our small and
mighty congregation and the church at Macedonia that
we heard about just a moment ago. In this portion of
Paul’s letter, he is encouraging the Corinthian
congregation to give generously to support his mission
efforts, and he is holding up the church at Macedonia as
an example of extravagant generosity.

Paul begins by reminding his readers of the grace

that God has given the Macedonia church. (PAUSE)



Shouldn’t this be the starting place for all that we do?
God’s grace, freely given? (PAUSE) Experiencing God’s
grace is no small thing in this instance, because the
Macedonians have been experiencing “extreme poverty”
(and this is where our parallel tracks diverge a bit, we’ve
had some financial challenges here, but we are long way
from extreme poverty). And did you notice what Paul
said, “Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy
and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.”
Hear that again...“Out of the most severe trial, their
overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in
rich generosity.” Friends, the Macedonian church
experienced God’s grace and overflowing joy — they

extended extravagant generosity — in the midst of

extreme hardship.

They didn’t wait until their poverty had ended, but
the midst of it, they gave what they were able, and even
beyond their ability. “Entirely on the their own,” Paul
writes, “they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of
sharing in this service to the saints.” Even in the midst of
their own struggles, they wanted to help others. This

extravagant generosity reminds us that a life of faith is



not an escape from the world, we are not exempt from
distress and difficulty. Instead, grace and joy in the midst
of affliction is a sign of God’s presence and power.
(PASUE) Friends, again our situation is not nearly so
dire, but in the midst of our own challenges, I have seen
this giving spirit here too.

The next thing that Paul says about the Macedonians
is really important too, in fact I think it explains why they
were able to be so generous — “they gave themselves first
to the Lord and then to others as they determined God’s
will.” Isn’t that what we have been doing here? Our
mission is to continue to work of Jesus — peacefully,
simply, together — we have given ourselves to God, and
we continue to discern how God is calling ourselves to
give to others. We’ve seen examples of that every week
through our “Because of You” video series. (PAUSE)

Paul’s notion, that we, recipients of God’s grace,
must pass it on, that we complete the circle by redirecting
God’s grace and gifts through us to someone else is an
ongoing model for all of us. Every encounter we have

with another person is an opportunity to be a channel of



God’s grace. The letter of I John puts it this way, “We
love because God first loved us.”

And here are two more things that we already know
about Extravant Generosity. First, we know that, ideally,
extravagant generosity is reciprocal. We see this on a
personal level — we give to others in need, and then we
find ourselves in need of care, others will respond in
kind. Sometimes it’s harder for us to receive generosity
than to give it -isn’t it? But we need to remember to
allow others the joy of serving us and meeting our needs.

We see the reciprocal nature of extravagant
generosity on a larger scale as well. When a natural
disaster hits somewhere, congregations respond —
knowing that if they ever find themselves in a similar
situation, their needs will be met. That’s what disaster
relief ministries — and many others — are all about.

We also know the joy of giving generously, whether
it is of our time, talents, or resources. And as is so often
the case, children often lead the way. Did any of you see
this story, titled “Sam’s Perfect Day,” that ran in the
Richmond Times Dispatch 2 weeks ago? 12 year old Sam

has sickle cell disease, and he has spent his lifetime in



and out of doctor’s offices and hospitals. Recently, Sam
was given the opportunity to participate in the Make-A-
Wish program — and originally his top three wishes were
visiting Legoland or Disney World, meeting 2 members
of the Philadelphia Eagles football team, or hanging out
with rapper Lil Uzi Vert, pretty typical wishes. But when
Sam and his mom arrived at the Make-A-Wish office,
Sam changed his mind. In an act of Radical hospitality
and Extravagant Generosity, Sam said, “I want to help
the homeless, particularly homeless children.” Cynthia
Norris, Sam’s attending hematologist was the one who
nominated Sam for a wish — first because he has the most
acute variation of the disease and has had various
complications, but also because of his grace and
thoughtfulness. “He’s a very special young man,” she
said, “he has so much empathy.”

As plans began to form, Sam and his team decided
on a carnival-style extravaganza. The Foundation chose
the homeless shelter, Families Forward Philadelphia as
the recipients of Sam’s wish, because they work hard to
keep families together when they experience

homelessness. The Make-A-Wish staff went to work



reaching out to businesses and non-profits with Make-A-
Wish connections and they responded with Extravagant
Generosity. Some of the contributors had been prior
Make-A-Wish recipients, and they reciprocated joyfully.

Finally, the big day arrived. Dozens of families
experiencing homelessness arrived to find Lego displays
and games, a petting zoo, a Lego-inspired bouncy castle,
water games, face-painting, arts and crafts, and typical
carnival food. Swoop, the Philadelphia Eagles mascot
made a surprise visit -delighting Sam and the other
children. While the children enjoyed the fun, parents
benefitted from childcare kits, information on Black
maternal health, and Jamaican jerk chicken provided by
another Make-A-Wish family.

When the day was over, the halls of the shelter were
lined with tubs of new sports equipment for the shelter
along with personal care items for guests. A Lego store
employee informed Sam that he would be gifted with all
the left-over Legos, but he politely declined, requesting
instead that they be given to the kids at the shelter.

Asked in the final moments what could have made

Sam’s Perfect Make-A-Wish day more perfect, he



contemplated. “Nothing,” he replied, “nothing at all.”
The joy of Extravagant Generosity was the ultimate gift.

In late August, no long after his perfect day, Sam
began the process of receiving a bone-marrow transplant
that could cure his sickle cell. The process started with
chemo-therapy and ends with several months of in-home
isolation. Today, let’s give thanks for Sam and pray for a
full and speedy recovery.

And may all of us, like Sam and the church at
Macedonia, continue to dedicate ourselves to the joy of
Extravagant Generosity. And all God’s people said,

“Amen.”
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