Come and See, Go and Do
Part 2 — Passionate Worship

One Monday morning, after the Green Bay
Packers turned in a particularly dismal performance on
Sunday, coach Vince Lombardi knew the team needed to
get back to the basics. He began practice that day by
saying, "Gentleman, this is a football." (PAUSE)
Revisiting the basics is often a good exercise, and that’s
exactly what we’re going to do this morning as we talk
about the second practice of fruitful congregations —
Passionate worship.

So, let me begin by asking you a question. If |
asked you why you chose to worship at WRCOB, what
would you say? Of all the churches that you could
choose to attend this morning, what brings you here?
Some of you may simply say that you’ve grown up here,
this has always been your church. Others of you may say
that you like what WRCOB stands for, that the
congregation is friendly or that you like our commitment
to peace and to missions and the ways we reach out into
the community. Still others may come because they like

the worship - the music, or the preaching, or the



creativity of the services. “It meets my needs,” some of
you might say.

Most of us are pretty clear on why we come here,
but I would guess that some of us are less clear about
what we do here on Sunday morning and why we do it all
— unless you were here for David Brunk’s excellent
message on worship two weeks ago — thank you David!
So, - especially for those that weren’t here that morning,
If I were to ask you, “What is worship?” What would
you say? If | were to ask you, “Why do we worship in
the first place? What would your response be?

Interestingly enough, Scripture doesn’t give us as
much help as we might like or think. If you look up
“worship” in your concordance, you won’t find too
much. But a few things are clear. In the Ten
Commandments, we learn that we are to worship God
alone, not any idols that we have made. When Jesus is
tempted in the wilderness, in one of his rebukes he tells
the tempter, “Away with you, for it is written, “Worship
the Lord your God, and serve only him.” So the WHO is

clear — we worship God.



Jesus also tells us, in his encounter with the
woman at the well, that we must worship in spirit and in
truth, but we don’t get much explanation of just what that
means.

Furthermore, Scripture is not at all prescriptive
about how we worship. In fact, scripture describes lots
of ways and places to worship. When Moses received
the Ten Commandments, Exodus tells us that he fell
down and worshipped God. When David returned the
Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem, the community
worshipped with singing and dancing in the streets — |
picture a joyous and rowdy celebration. In the book of
Matthew, we learn that when the wise men arrive in
Bethlehem, they are overwhelmed with joy, and they
kneel down and worship Jesus, presenting him with the
finest gifts they could offer. In Luke, we find the story of
the shepherds who, after a visit from a sky full of angels
go to see the new born baby. Luke tells us that as they
return to their flocks, they glorify and praise God for all
they have heard and seen.

Folks in Scripture also worshipped in a variety of

places. In the Old Testament, the Hebrews originally



worshipped outside around altars they had built — often to
commemorate a special place or event where God had
been evident among them. Later they made pilgrimages
to the temple in Jerusalem, the very heart of Jewish
worship for many years. During their time in exile, when
the Hebrews were far away from the temple, they
gathered in small groups in homes — this was perhaps the
earliest seeds of Jewish synagogue worship. Inthe New
Testament, we know that Jesus and the disciples were
regular worship attenders. But their worship was not
restricted to weekly Sabbath services. When Jesus
walked on the water and stilled the storm, Matthew tells
us that the disciples in the boat worshipped him.

So Scripture gives us some guidelines about
worship, but some of our questions aren’t specifically
answered. As in many other areas of church life, we can
look to church history and tradition for help.

Our word “worship” comes from an old English
word “worth-ship,” meaning God is worthy. So, when we
worship, God is the audience. As David noted two weeks
ago, worship is our offering to God, our response to who
God is and all that God says, and all that God does.



When people say that they are leaving a church because
the worship doesn’t meet their needs, they have
misunderstood the very purpose of worship. As much as
we would like to think otherwise, worship is not
primarily about us or for us. It is about us coming
together and all of us offering worship to God.

What you see printed in the bulletin each week, the
complete order of service, the prayers, the hymns, the
responsive readings, all of this is called the Liturgy—
and the word liturgy literally means “the work of the
people.” It is our work or offering to God.
Unfortunately, we tend to lose sight of this way too often.

Robert Schnase notes that passionate worship
should be done with excellence, and | agree. We should
bring our very best to God each week — through music,
and preaching, and sound, and visual arts. But there is a
balance here. Back in the early 1980°s when the seeker
church movement started, the founders of that movement
surveyed folks to see why they weren’t coming to
church, then they sought to remove as many of those
barriers as they could to attract people to church. There

was some real merit in this approach. In addition to



saying church was irrelevant or boring, folks said that the
piano was out of tune, the choir was off-key and the
nursery needed updating. The leadership also argued that
when people came to church, they compared what they
experienced there with what they saw at the theater or in
corporate venues. Therefore, they believed that worship
should strive to have that same level of excellence.
Although their intentions were good, and we should bring
our best to worship, this mindset had some downsides.
First, the leadership of this group distinguished
between what they called seeker services — services held
on Sunday mornings that were designed to reach the
unchurched by introducing them to Jesus and the gospel
message—versus worship services for believers that were
held mid-week. However, those unchurched folks
coming on Sunday morning had no idea of the difference
— for them church was church. So what unintentionally
happened was that the carefully rehearsed, professional
quality seeker services eventually fed into the
misconception that worship is a consumer commaodity,
and that worship should be designed to meet the needs of

those the church wants to attract. From there, it became



very easy for the people to become the audience, not
God.

Second, striving for that level of excellence
severely limits the participation of the wider body. Adults
who were not top-notch musicians or speakers were not
offered the chance to lead. And how will our youth learn
to lead, or how will our young musicians find their voices
if we don’t give them opportunities to develop those
skills in worship? As in all things, we must seek balance
here.

Worship scholar Robert Webber sums up the
purpose of worship this way. He says, "We need to let
go of our intellectual idea of worship and realize there is
more to worship than a sermon; we have to let go of our
evangelistic notion of worship and reckon with the fact
that worship is not primarily directed toward the sinners
who need to be converted; we must let go of our
entertainment expectations and remind ourselves that we
are not in church to watch a Christian variety show."
(PAUSE)

Does this mean that other things can’t happen
when we offer our worship to God? Of course not, and



that is part of the beauty of worship. People often come
to a saving knowledge of who Christ is in worship.
Often, we come with heavy hearts or real needs, and we
are comforted and strengthened through our worship.
We learn and grow in our faith in worship as we hear the
Word through music and proclamation. All of this
happens and more, but they are not the primary reasons
that we gather. First and foremost, worship is designed
to be an end in itself, not a means to something else.

It is also clear that worship is a communal event.
Can we worship by ourselves, and at other times and
places besides Sunday morning? Of course. But worship
at its best is a communal event. In | Peter, we are
commanded to come to Jesus, the living stone. And like
living stones, we are to let ourselves be built (together)
into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood (together)
who will offer spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to
God through Jesus.

Paul Tournier wrote, “There are two things we
cannot do alone—one is to be married and the other is to
be a Christian.” We need each other. Some people come

to church to be left alone, to be spectators; but, ideally,



we participate with our brothers and sisters in worship.
We need to join our stones together to build our spiritual
house. Tournier is also quick to remind us that we’re not
the audience when we come to church—God is the
audience. When we leave, we shouldn’t be asking, “What
did I get out of church?”, but rather, “Was God pleased
by our worship?” We need to remember these things as
we work on inviting people to worship and offering them
our best.

But there is another challenge before us today.
Like people all through Scripture, we need to remember
that worship can and should also happen outside the
walls of our congregation. Where might God be calling
us to go and lead worship? Today, innovative churches
are holding worship in laundry mats, in local parks, at
wineries or pubs, in small groups in people’s homes,
around dinner tables in the fellowship hall mid-week. A
friend used to pastor a small church that overlooked a
recreational lake. In the summer, they had worship in the
park at the lake-shore. People would come in their boats
— in their shorts and t-shirts or in their swimsuits for a

casual but passionate 45 minute worship service. For this



church, their summer attendance was more than double
their attendance when the season was over and they had
to move back inside.

One family at the church | served before coming
here had three children that all played soccer. They often
had to leave church early on Sunday to make a soccer
game -if they could come at all. One Sunday | asked
McKeena, their oldest daughter, “what would you think
If we came to the soccer field before the game and did a
devotional for any players and coaches that wanted to
come?” She thought that was a marvelous idea. | sadly
contrast that creativity with a pastor we knew early in our
ministry who chastised a church member for missing
Wednesday night service to coach sports — even though
he was praying with his team before each game and
modeling for them what it meant to follow Jesus. So
where might we need to go reach people who would
likely never walk through our door on Sunday morning?

A parable is told of a community of ducks
waddling off to duck church one Sunday to hear their
duck preacher. (I don’t know about you, but I’'m
picturing the AFLAC duck here.) After they waddled into



the duck sanctuary, the service began and the duck
preacher spoke eloguently of how God had given the
ducks wings with which to fly.

He pounded the pulpit with one of his webbed
duck feet and said, “With these wings, there is nowhere
we ducks can not go! There is no God-given task we
ducks cannot accomplish! With these wings we no longer
need to walk through life. We can soar high in the sky!”

Shouts of “Amen!” were quacked throughout the
duck congregation.

The duck preacher concluded his message by exclaiming,
“With our wings we can fly through life! WE ... CAN ...
FLY!!! More ducks quacked out loud AMENS! in
response.

Every duck loved the service. In fact all the ducks
that were present commented on what a wonderful,
powerful message they had heard from their duck
preacher ... and then they left the church. . . and waddled
all the way home.

Friends, | know that change is hard, even when it
Is good. What we do here on Sunday morning is rich and

beautiful and when we offer our best to God, God is



honored. But if we are to be truly fruitful congregation, |
suspect that God is calling us to use our wings and fly —
to other places where God is waiting for us to join in the
work that God is already doing in the world. | pray that

we’re ready to fly. Amen.



