Out of the Abundance
Loaves and Fishes Week 4

This morning we are concluding our four-week
series on the loaves and the fishes. Here is a quick recap
if you haven’t been able to be with us each week. The
first week, we talked about how our spiritual journeys are
like the bread that Jesus used that day to feed the crowds.
First we are taken — called, chosen and beloved by God.
Next, God blesses us, restores us and transform our
brokenness. Then, God calls and encourages each of us
to give ourselves away to feed the world.

In week two we asked the question, “Who packed
the lunch?” We remembered those people who invested
in us as individuals and as a congregation by “packing
our lunch” — literally and figuratively, and we wondered
whose lunches God might be calling us to pack as we
prepare to enter the next chapter of our life and ministry.

Last week we asked who counts and why? Who do
we see and who is invisible? We were challenged to look

at difficult or overwhelming situations — like the one the



disciples faced when Jesus told them to feed 5,000
people — not as problems but as possibilities. What might
God do when we offer ourselves and our resources for
the work of the kingdom?

This week, we conclude our series by asking,
“What do we do with the left-overs?” This story
concludes with this amazing statement, “They all ate and
were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve
basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.” Not only
did Jesus multiply the loaves and fishes to feed the
crowd, but there were 12 basketfuls left over!

What do you think of when you hear the word left-
over? I imagine that most of think of food left-over from
a meal. I also imagine that opinions run strongly about
left overs. Quick show of hands: How many of you like
left-overs and look forward to eating the meal again —
either for lunch the next day or for another dinner? Our
family likes left-overs — early in our marriage, we always
had college kids staying with us, and competition was
steep for left-over pizza for breakfast. My dad was often

known to say that he had to be careful not to miss



enjoying our Thanksgiving dinner because he was
already thinking about that delicious turkey sandwich he
would have later. (PAUSE) And how many of you don’t
like them and would prefer to feed them to the dog or just
toss them? (PAUSE)

How did the disciples feel about the left-over
baskets bread? We can’t know for sure, but in a culture
and time where food insecurity was not uncommon, [
suspect that they were grateful to already know where
their next meal was coming from. But what if the left-
overs symbolized much more?

First, twelve baskets of left-over food embodies a
theology of abundance. As we said the first week, God
doesn’t make just enough for everyone to have a bite or
two. God makes enough for everyone to eat their fill, and
there is still lots left — grace and food abound! Today, this
should remind us that there is an abundance of food in
the world, there is enough to satisfy everyone if we
share.! Allen McSween notes that the number 5,000 in
this story has symbolism, it indicates that everyone — all

of humanity - is present -the 12 baskets represent the



4

12 disciples — now the church, and the 12 tribes of Israel.
God continues to provide freely for Israel — the Jews, and
the Gentiles. "

But wait, as they say on late night TV, there is
more. Leftovers can also mean remnants, items left
unused after a project. If we are thrifty and resourceful,
what do we do with those remnants or leftovers? For
centuries, quilters have used remnants of fabric to create
beautiful and functional works of art. Woodworkers and
those who create mosaics use remnants or pieces of tile
and wood to create something new and wonderful.

What if we see these twelve baskets of food as the
remnants the disciples used to create something new, to
invest in, seed, or begin their next assignment? J Paul
Rajashekar asserts that in the gospel of Luke, the
Eucharist, or the Lord’s supper, is portrayed as a
profound symbol of the social commitment of the early
church. The miracle is not to be seen as a past event, but
a present expectation of those who follow Christ."" Do

you remember that in the book of Acts, the early



Christians pooled their resources and shared what they
had so that all had enough?

I can only imagine how challenging all of this was
for the early disciples. Following Jesus was unlike
anything they had ever done before. Last week we heard
how Jesus sent them out empty handed on their first
mission trip with instructions to depend on the hospitality
of others. Then in this story, he commands them to feed
the 5,000 with what appeared to be meager resources.
(PAUSE)

It is challenging for us to lean into this type of
radical thinking too, isn’t it? And here is part of the
reason why. Left-overs can also refer to relics — to old
ideas and habits, or even people from a by-gone
era. Every church has relics — rooms full of antique
furniture or sacred items that can’t be touched — must less
moved to repurpose the space for a new ministry in a new
age. Fortunately — we don’t seem to have any of that
here.

But every church also has people who function

with a relic mentality. They look back with toxic
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nostalgia, they see current challenges as problems instead
of possibilities. They are often heard to say, “We’ve
never done it that way before,” or “We don’t have the
money, manpower or resources to do what you’re
suggesting.” They hold to a theology of scarcity instead
of one of abundance.

But as we have been saying throughout this series,
amazing blessings can result when we lean into new
possibilities. After major flooding in the mid-west a few
years ago, a large down town church was asked to be the
host site for their denomination’s disaster relief
ministries. It would have been easy for them to say,
“we’ve never done it this way before,” or “we don’t have
the resources,” but they chose to lean in to the possibility
—and it wasn’t easy. They had to turn Sunday School
classrooms into bunk rooms, they had to add showers,
they had to relocate their significant homeless ministry to
accommodate the disaster volunteers. But when all was
said in done, the church hosted over 2,000 people over an

18 month period.



So what does all of this mean for us this morning?
First, what resources do we have in our left-over baskets?
What things might it be easy for us to discard or cast
aside as irrelevant that might used to start a whole new
ministry? Our baskets might be full of actual physical
resources, but they might also hold lessons we’ve
learned, connections we’ve made in our community, and
callings that God has put on our hearts. Let’s continue to
inventory all of our resources and view them through the
lens of hospitality and abundance. Let’s make them
available to the power of God.

In just a few minutes, we’ll dismiss from worship
and reconvene in the gathering room for lunch and to
continue conversation about the new initiatives we
believe God is calling us to consider. You will be asked to
choose one table, one initiative that you would like to
hear more about, to dream about, to explore -- not the
problem but the possibilities -- that may be in front of us.
The options to choose from are:

e Deportation Defense Response (becoming an

immigrant sanctuary). We are already making
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progress on preparing the church office building to
receive immigrant families who need overnight
housing when they come to Richmond for ICE
hearings. What else might this ministry look like?
We have some resources in our baskets for this
already.

* School based partnerships -working with family
advocate resources at local schools to support
students/families. Some members of our congregation
have been involved in our local schools for years —
we have connections and relationships to begin. We have
some resources in our baskets for this work already.

* Community Sharing (engage our local communities
in caring for one another thru sharing

opportunities/events/resources). For years we have
been connecting with our community through our Easter
egg hunt and Trunk or Treat — we have some resources in
our baskets for this work already — how might God be
calling us to expand it? And

* Connecting with “young adults” through sharing

of interests in social justice, promotion of



connectedness, community, & family. Kevin has

been investing in this initiative for some time, and

he has resources to put in our basket for this work.
Now, let me be clear. By choosing an initiative to explore
further today, you are not signing your life away or
making a long-term commitment — although we hope
many of you will. And even if you can’t gather at the ICE
office to pray with our brothers and sisters before they go
in to their appointments, you can pray from home and
you might help us stock supplies that will enable us to
offer hospitality next door. You might not be able to go to
a school to tutor or read to students, but you might be
able to purchase school supplies or pack a back-pack.
You might not know how to connect with younger
people, but you might be willing to provide a snack,
show up at a meeting, and learn. At the very least, you
can leave lunch today knowing how to pray for one or
more of these initiatives.

Your resources may seem meager to you, you may
feel like our left-overs are insignificant, but that is only

true if we choose to see them that way. So will we have



the mindset of relics — we’ve never done it that way
before — or if Jesus says, “you give them something to
eat,” we’ll use our left-overs in new and amazing ways.

They choice is up to us.

i ) Paul Rajashekar, Theological Perspective, Feasting on the Gospels, p. 256
i Allen McSween, Exegetical Perspective, Feasting on the Gos257
i Rajashekar, p. 258.
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