
Everything Happens for a Reason – or 

does it? 

Deuteronomy 30:19-20a, Psalm 8 
 

 This morning we are beginning a five week 

sermon series entitled Half-truths - let's trade 

them for Whole Truths! I’ll be drawing on Adam 

Hamilton’s book called Half-truths as we work 

our way through this series.   

If we’re honest, all of us occasionally use 

half-truths, and we can find scripture passages to 

support nearly every one of the half-truths we’ll 

discuss – just like we can find Scripture to support 

just about anything if we don’t read the Bible in 

the proper context.  My goal in this series is to 

interpret these sayings and the Scriptures in light 

of the person of Jesus and his teachings, as well as 

the wisdom of scholars and our own life 

experiences to get a fuller picture of truth. 

 Why is it important to examine and question 

these statements that so many of us have held dear 



for many years? Mostly, because these half-truths 

can hurt people and lead them to conclusions 

about God that are not fully true, and can 

ultimately push people away from God.  Another 

reason is that some of these half-truths can keep 

us from thinking and dealing with complex issues 

and even justify our own biases and prejudices.i 

 I fully expect that some of us will 

experience struggle and resistance as we move 

through the next several weeks, and that’s okay. 

As we have said before, we won’t always agree 

about everything.  But I hope that as we journey 

through this series that we will all be open to 

conversation about these topics, and that we will 

gain a fuller knowledge of the truth of God and 

God’s word.  So without further ado, let’s dig in. 

 Let’s begin with a show of hands this 

morning.  How many of you have ever said, or 

had someone say to you, “Everything happens for 



a reason?” The most blunt statement I have heard 

related to this statement is “Everything happens 

for a reason: and sometimes the reason is you’re 

stupid and make bad decisions.” Anyone else 

been there with me?  As a college student, I 

thought it was a great idea to join a number of 

other crazy college kids  - I  hopped on a 

borrowed cafeteria tray and slid down an icy 

sidewalk that ended with a set of stairs and a 

metal railing at the bottom.  Two days in the 

hospital and several weeks of a healing a back 

injury re-enforced my poor decision making. I can 

still picture the ambulance drivers who were 

called out on icy roads, the ER doctor, and my 

parents – who they had to call well after midnight 

for permission to treat me shaking their heads at 

the stupid actions of college students.  I suspect 

many of you have your own stories. (PAUSE) 



Put more gently, our actions do create 

consequences- our own choices have results – 

both good and bad. In the Scripture we heard in 

Deuteronomy earlier, God is reminding the 

Israelites that if they choose to live under God’s 

law of love for God and neighbor, there will be 

life and  peace for the community. 

 Much more often though, when we say 

everything happens for a reason, we’re usually 

speaking in response to suffering, aren’t we?  Our 

intentions are good -- we want to console 

someone who is grieving, so we say “It was meant 

to be,” or “It must have been their time,” or “It 

must have been God’s will,” all variations of 

“Everything happens for a reason.” These 

statements come from the assumption that while 

we may not yet understand it, all the events in our 

lives unfold according to God’s predetermined 

plan. Since God is in charge of everything, this 



line of reasoning goes, whatever happens reflects 

the will and purposes of God. Many people are 

comforted by the certainty of this belief system, 

and I used to be one of them; but if we are honest, 

there are some real problems with this theology.   

 If we take this line of thinking to its 

extreme, it can become silly, “God meant for my 

team to win/lose the World Series or the Super 

Bowl.”  On a larger scale, it can raise much more 

troubling questions. Did God really “will” the 

death of millions of Jews during the Holocaust or 

did God “will” the loss of hundreds of people in 

mass shootings, plane crashes and natural 

disasters?  If so, is this the kind of God we would 

want to follow and put our trust in? 

 We are not alone in our struggle with this 

issue, theologians have debating it for centuries; 

coming down on very different sides of the issue. 

Let’s take a brief look at a few of their views: 



 

 

                         
                   

                               
        
                                    
                       
                                   

                            

                               
             
                        



 

 

 

 

                                    
                             
                             

                         
                           

                         

                                    
       

                                    
                                     
                                      
     



 

 

                         
                              
                       
                                  
                          

                                
     

                   
                                         

                  
                                  
             
                           

                        



 

 

                            

               
                        
                                    

                     
                             
                              

                                  
                                   

                  



 

 

So what can we say this morning? 

                       

                            
                               
                           
                          

                                
                                    
                                    

                                   
                             



 

 

  uffering is not God s desire for us,

but it occurs in the process of life.

  e live in a fallen world

 Accidents happen

  uffering is not given to teach us

something, but through it we may

learn.

  uffering is not given to punish us, but

sometimes it is the conse uence of our sin

or poor  udgement.

  uffering can add meaning to our life.



 

  

  

  uffering does not occur because our faith is

weak, but through it our faith may be

strengthened.

I

 God does not depend on human suffering

to achieve God s purposes, but through

suffering, God s purposes can be achieved.



Adam Hamilton writes, “Between the 

micromanaging God who causes everything to 

happen and the absentee landlord God who is not 

involved in our lives is a picture of God who 

grants us freedom and allows us to take risks. It is 

a picture of God who does not cause tragedy but 

uses it, it is a picture of God who can directly and 

supernaturally intervene but usually works 

indirectly through people. It is a picture of God 

who, through the power of Jesus’ resurrection, 

gives us assurance that in the end “Death has been 

swallowed up by victory.”    

  o friends, let’s be careful that as we try to 

offer comfort to those who grieve or suffer that 

we don’t cause further pain. Rather, may we offer 

a fuller truth by choosing to be present, offering 

words of love and support, and walking alongside, 

as God works to bring about good.    

i Adam Hamilton, Half-truths, p. 10 

                                                 


