
Luke 24:13-35 

Guided Reflection – “We Had Hoped” 

Third Sunday of Easter 
 

• Resurrection Sunday, Cleopas and probably his 

wife are leaving Jerusalem, every indication is that 

they are calling it quits and heading home, 

disappointed and disillusioned by the events of the 

weekend. They are leaving the group that had 

perhaps been their faith community maybe for as 

long as the last three years. 

o What things make you want to leave your 

faith community? 

o Is it disappointment with God or with 

members of your faith family? 

o Perhaps it is what feels like unanswered 

prayers. 

o Name these things in your heart and 

acknowledge them to God, just as the two 

travelers did with Jesus on the road to 

Emmaus. 

  

• These two followers of Jesus are not alone on their 

journey – they have each other, and as they leave 

they are talking together about everything that 

happened to Jesus over the last 3 days – his arrest, 

torture, execution and burial. In the same way, we 

do not journey alone today. 



o Who is it that you turn to when you need to 

process hurt, anger, disappointment and 

grief? Is it your spouse, a sibling, your 

closest friend? 

o Take a moment and thank God for them. 

 

• As these two are walking home, Jesus joins them, 

but they don’t know it’s him.   

o Hindsight is 20-20, so I invite you to look 

back to a time when Jesus was walking with 

you, and you couldn’t see it at that time. 

Now you can, but you couldn’t then. What 

time can you recall? How was God working 

in you and walking with you?  Thank God 

for walking alongside you.   

o In today’s Scripture lesson, Jesus didn’t just 

walk with these two, he actively engages 

them, asking them what they are talking 

about.  

o What do the two disciples do in response?  

They stop walking and they just look sad.  

• When Jesus asks again what they are talking about, 

they repeat the whole sordid story, ending with 

“But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem 

Israel.” 

• We had hoped these are three of the saddest words. 

(PAUSE) Do you hear the past tense - We had 



hoped - They had lost their hope, they were calling 

it quits and going home.We had hoped Jesus 

would redeem Israel. Perhaps they also said, we 

had hoped he would be our great liberator, that he 

was the Messiah we have longed for. We had 

hoped for more great words and deeds. We had 

hoped to overthrow the Romans. We had hoped for 

redemption. We had hoped he would somehow 

talk his way out of this one, he does that 

sometimes. We had hoped the triumphal entry 

meant something. We had hoped Jesus would 

somehow stay alive but he’s dead and his body is 

missing and now what?  

•  

How would you complete the phrase, “We had hoped…” 

today? What had you hoped?  

• Had you hoped that your loved one would recover, 

that you would get a better answer from the doctor 

about the test you had recently? Had you hoped 

that the economy would improve, that the divisions 

in our country would heal, that there would be 

peace in Ukraine, and Iran and in Palestine – that 

the unrest around the world would finally cease.   

• What have you hoped that hasn’t come to pass?  

• Many of these things are beyond our control, of 

course, but where have you perhaps had misplaced 

expectations or been disillusioned?  



o Barbara Brown Taylor – it’s a good thing to 

be disillusioned 

 

Instead of Jesus being angry with the disillusioned 

disciples for their lack of faith, he patiently teaches them 

while they walk, interpreting the Scriptures for them, 

reminding them of the great stories of faith that they 

probably knew by heart – just as many of us do.  

• What situations in your life do you need Jesus to 

interpret for you? 

• As you sit quietly this morning, what words of 

Scripture does Jesus bring to your mind? 

 

Then, an interesting thing happens. They two disciples 

arrive at home and Jesus prepares to continue on. That’s 

the way Jesus is you know. He walks with us on the road, 

but he will never force himself into our lives.  

 

Fortunately, the couple – as tired and disheartened as 

they are - offer hospitality to Jesus. And as they sit down 

to supper, the most surprising thing happens.  Jesus 

suddenly becomes the host.  Just as he had with the 

disciples a few nights before, and just as we did at Love 

Feast on Maundy Thursday, Jesus takes the bread, and 

blesses it and he breaks it, and gives it to them – and their 

eyes are opened. 

 



They realized that Jesus has been with them all along, 

through the pain, the disappointment, and the sadness. 

And even though Jesus vanishes from their physical 

sight, their hearts burn again with hope – they are so 

transformed that they walk the seven miles back to 

Jerusalem to tell their story.  That’s a 14 mile round trip – 

half of it likely after sundown. 

 

Then, Luke tells us, that while the disciples are talking 

about all of this, Jesus appears among them – in Luke 

this is the first time Jesus appeared to all the disciples.  

Again, what are his first words to them? “Peace be with 

you.” 

 

Peace be with you.  Peace be with you.  There would be 

difficult times ahead for the disciples, just as there are for 

us.  But may we be reminded today that Jesus walks with 

us.  I pray that the eyes of our hearts may be opened so 

that we may not only see him, but recognize him. I pray 

that our hearts may burn anew within us, and that we will 

be renewed to tell His story.  


