Luke 19:29-40

Bread of Life: Prince of Peace

Today, Palm Sunday, begins Holy Week, and in
Scripture the week starts as dramatically as it will end.
Jesus and the disciples are on the way to Jerusalem for
the Passover, the Jewish Holy Days that celebrate Israel’s
liberation from slavery in Egypt. As the group
approaches the city, Jesus does something odd. He sends
two of the disciples ahead into a nearby village to borrow
a donkey. I imagine that seemed like a very odd request
to the disciples, don’t you? I certainly would have had
questions. But as if anticipating the disciples concerns,
Jesus merely says, “If anyone asks, just say, ‘The Lord
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needs it.”” To follow such a command shows their faith
and trust in Jesus — for they know they could be
confronted, reprimanded, and even punished for
“borrowing” a colt.

I imagine the owners of the colt had faith in Jesus
too. Had Jesus pre-arranged the loan in advance, did the

owners know the disciples were coming? We don’t know



for sure, but in a land where resources were scarce,
loaning out a prized young colt was no small thing.

I imagine that knowing and following the Bread of
Life gave them the faith and sustenance to trust in this
unusual request. (PAUSE)

When the disciples return to Jesus with the young
colt, they lay their coats on it and Jesus sits on it. Other
people spread their cloaks on the road. Then everyone
begins shouting verses from Psalm 118, “Blessed is the
one who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in
heaven, and glory in the highest heaven.” (PAUSE)

One scholar calls the triumphal entry a religious
drama - because Jesus is enacting a prophetic word.'
You see, in 1% century Palestine, common folks walked
into the city, but royalty sat- they rode in. So Jesus riding
into Jerusalem — the royal city - sends a clear message
that he is indeed a king. In the gospel of Matthew, Jesus
quotes the prophet Zechariah - “Look, your king is
coming to you.”

But here 1s the prophetic piece - Jesus is a very

different kind of king isn’t he? It was never his intention,



much to the dismay of many, to overthrow Rome and
establish himself as the political ruler of Israel. Satan
tempted him with that in the wilderness. Remember, he
promised Jesus all the kingdoms of the world and their
splendor if Jesus would only bow down and worship him.
No, Jesus, has no interest in becoming a political ruler.
He doesn’t ride into Jerusalem like a great warrior on a
fine stallion, brandishing his weapons and armor as
symbols of power. No, instead he comes as a teacher, a
healer, a miracle making rabbi riding on a donkey, the
most humble beast of burden. His only “weapons”
throughout his ministry?: his compelling presence, the
power of his words, and his healing touch. In the
triumphal entry, Jesus continues to model the alternative
view of kingship he has advocated throughout his
ministry.

It is quite a procession and quite a time of
celebration. (PAUSE) But not everyone joins in the
shouts of praise. Some of the Pharisees in the crowd say
to Jesus, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.”

(PAUSE)



Why would they do that? Some of them likely
don’t believe that Jesus is the king. But perhaps others
are afraid of the backlash of this humble parade. You see,
while Jesus and his followers are making their way into
the city from one direction, it is likely that a garrison of
Roman soldiers were riding in on their horses from
another, ready to control the Passover crowds. It was
quite an act of faith — and protest - for the crowd to walk
with Jesus.

And while we don’t know how large the crowd
surrounding Jesus was that day, we do know it was large
enough to draw the attention of both the religious and
political rulers — both of whom viewed Jesus as a threat.
And this is far from the first time this has happened.
Jesus has sparred with both religious and political rulers
throughout his ministry, resulting in threats against his
life. And, of course, once Jesus is in Jerusalem, protest
follows protest, beginning with Jesus’ interference with
temple practices. Over the next few days, Jesus will

cleanse the temple, spar with the religious leaders, and



predict the destruction of the temple, adding fuel to the
fire.

Do some of the Pharisees sense what is to come, is
that why they ask Jesus to stop the procession and the
shouts of praise? Whatever their reason, they don’t get
the answer they hoped for from Jesus. “I tell you,” he
said, “if these are silent, the stones would shout out.”
Jesus is reminding the Pharisees that nothing can stop
this counter-cultural movement from God.

Although the crowd is joyous, shouting praise to
the king, Jesus is much more subdued. Except for his
reply to the Pharisees, it appears that Jesus is largely
silent during the ride. As he makes the final turn and the
city comes into view, Jesus begins to weep over the city.
“If you, even you, had only recognized on this day, the
things that make for peace! But now they are hidden
from your eyes.” (PAUSE)

What are the things that make for peace? What are
the things that are hidden from the disciples eyes, and
from ours? (PAUSE) By asking, we recognize that we do

not know the answers. In just a few short days, Jesus will
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pronounce from the cross, “Forgive them Father, for they
do not know what they are doing.” William Carter asserts
that this reflects a kind of ignorance, not of our intellects,
but of our hearts.™ He shares that when he was in
seminary, his father worked for a military contractor,
prompting many interesting conversations between them.
“I spoke often,” Carter said, “about my dreams for world
peace.” One day, after one of Carter’s rants, his father
replied, “I do not disagree with anything you have said,
but we will never have peace on earth until we can quiet
the wars within our own hearts.” Friends, only the
Bread of Life can give us this peace. (PAUSE)

And even once we know and trust the Bread of
Life, it is hard to hold on to the peace and perseverance
that Jesus provides. We see this in today’s Scripture text.
In just a few days the same people who are singing loud
Hosanna’s will cry out “Crucify him!” It soon becomes
clear that those who praise Jesus during the triumphal
entry are not ready to follow him all the way to the cross.
During the coming week, Jesus will not meet anyone’s

exact expectations, he won’t confirm their misguided



hopes for a political king. As humans we have tended to
seek peace through strength, not service, so even his
closest friends will deny knowing him and they will
scatter in silence when things get grim. All too soon,
Jesus will be rejected by the very people he came to
save." (PAUSE)

Today we begin a slow and steady parade toward
the cross. Fred Craddock says that today’s parade is a
foreshadowing — in some ways we can look at it as a
funeral procession in advance of Jesus’ death. Since we
know the end of the story, it is tempting to skip to the end
— to the good part and the celebration. But here is our
challenge this week, let’s not rush to Easter. Instead, let’s
accompany The Bread of Life - the one who sustains us
and walks with us - as he journeys to the cross. Let’s be
like the women who remain until Jesus breathes his last
breath.

May we remember that Jesus enters this Holy
Week as one who serves God by ushering in the kingdom
of God. He willingly and non-violently subjects himself

to the judgment and violence of those in power. He



accepts the consequences of standing resolutely for
God’s order and justice." May we do so as well.

Invite into time of reflection:

Have there been times when you have joined a
crowd and lifted your voice in praise? Was it at a ball
game, a revival service, a rally or protest? What do you
remember about those experiences?

In today’s story, the Pharisees wanted to silence
the crowds. When is it harmful to silence others’ voices?
When is it appropriate to remain silent? How can we
discern the difference?

Have you ever experienced divine silence, or
silence that restored you in some way? Is that what Jesus
experienced on his ride into Jerusalem?

What might we need to do as individuals and as a
congregation to truly know the things that make for peace
and to live into them? Are we willing to follow Jesus all
the way to the cross to join his counter-cultural

movement to make that happen?
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