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Matthew 5:1-11, Micah 6:1-8 

“Being Church in Turbulent Times." 
 

 

 Some of you may have seen the meme someone 

shared on Fb this week:  “I’d like to cancel my 

subscription to 2026, I’ve experienced the one month 

free trial and I’m not interested.” We knew that just 

because we turned the page on the calendar that things 

would not instantly improve, but between the 

resurgence of the flu and COVID, the storm this past 

week, and the events in Minnesota and across the 

United States and around the world, the New Year has 

started out with a 1-2 punch that feels close to a knock-

out.  I’ve talked to some of you this week, and I’ve seen 

some of your social media posts – we’re tired, we’re sad, 

we’re angry.  Many of us today, joined by fellow 

believers all across the nation are asking, “How can we 

be the church in these turbulent times?”  “What is God 

calling us to do?” 
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 My short answer this morning is that now, more 

than ever, the church must fulfill her mission of being 

both pastoral and prophetic. We must be pastoral 

because many – if not all of us – are in need of an extra 

dose of care.  As I say often during our time of care and 

concern, everyone is carrying a heavy load right now. 

From their own health issues to caring for loved ones, to 

the rising cost of everything and the unrest in the world, 

it is a heavy time.  

 The first thing I want you to hear me say, is it is 

okay to name our pain – individually, as a congregation, 

and as a nation, and to mourn where we are.  A few 

minutes ago,  read the Sermon on the Mount for us.  

The second of the Beatitudes reminds us “Blessed are 

those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”  The 

psalms can be extremely helpful to us during times like 

these.  Psalm 46 reminds, “God is our refuge and 

strength, a very present help in trouble.” Others help us 

own and give voice to our deepest fears, distress and 

discouragement. As I have read the psalms this week, I 
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have been encouraged by the reminder that God hears 

our deepest cries, and that with God’s help, others in 

Scripture have made it to the other side of incredibly 

dark times. And how does God call us to respond? We 

heard these words a moment ago as well, “What does 

the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy 

and to walk humbly with your God. 

 It might help us to remember that there have 

been other dark times in our nation’s history. In the four 

months between Franklin Roosevelt’s election and his 

1933 inauguration, much of the world descended into 

chaos.  Hitler took power in Germany and the 

Parliament building burned, Japan quit the league of 

nations and hundreds of US banks closed. Lynchings 

surged across the South.  It was a dark time in our 

history, but it didn’t destroy us. In fact, just the opposite 

occurred. Eleanor Roosevelt put it this way, “You gain 

strength, courage, and confidence by every experience 

where you really stop to look fear in the face. You are 
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able to say, “I lived through this horror, I can take the 

next thing that comes along.” 

      Helen Keller, another woman who endured 

incredible personal struggles, reminds us that although 

the world is full of suffering, it is also full of the 

overcoming of it, and that while alone we can do so 

little, together we can do so much.   

I agree with her on this, that we all need each 

other to navigate these days. We all need a safe place 

and people who love us to help us process what we are 

seeing and feeling.  A ministry colleague wrote this 

week, our culture has few spaces where people of 

different political ideologies can exist together in 

community. Churches should be spaces where love of 

neighbor allows for free exchange of ideas and 

respectful disagreement; as well as places where we 

encourage and walk alongside each other. I am grateful 

that on this Brethren Service Sunday, we are reminded 

that in the midst of our own pain, how often and in how 

many ways our church and our denomination come 
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together to go above and beyond in relieving the pain of 

others.   May we continue to commit ourselves, both 

here at WRCOB and across our denomination, to being 

safe and caring places and people, who continue to face 

and overcome the many challenges and tragedies that 

face us in these days.  

Indeed, the church needs to be pastoral so that 

we can all make it through this time, but we also need to 

support each other so that the church can have the 

strength and courage to exercise her prophetic voice.  

Reverend Chase Peeples reminds us that in these days, 

we must begin this process of exercising our prophetic 

voice by committing to humility and accountability in 

our search for truth.  Two of the beatitudes we heard 

earlier tell us “Blessed are the meek for they will inherit 

the earth and blessed are those who hunger and thirst 

for righteousness, for they will be filled. “In an age of 

artificial intelligence, alternative facts, and fake news, 

Christians have an obligation to not only seek out truth, 

but also to remain humble enough to remember we may 
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also be wrong. In that spirit, we must refuse to spread 

on social media or email innuendos, half-truths, 

misrepresentations, and misleading images. We must 

also work to focus on healthy dialogue about issues, and 

not disparage and disrespect others in the process. 

 As we exercise our prophetic voices, Peeples 

reminds us that we must also lovingly hold one another 

accountable when our conceptions of God end up 

hurting other people and when our sense of what is 

right causes more harm than good.”  One of the many 

things that disturbs me most about the events that are 

occurring in Minneapolis and other cities across our 

country is how frequently violence is being carried out 

and supported by the misuse of Scripture or mentions of 

Jesus. Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers for they 

will be called children of God.” In his own ministry, Jesus 

modeled love, forgiveness and non-violence. I am 

grateful that our mission statement calls us to carrying 

on Jesus’ work, simply peacefully and together. 
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An important part of being prophetic means that 

we must speak truth to power. There are both red and 

blue voters here this morning, that is and should be true 

in every church across the nation, but I hope that no 

matter how you lean, that we agree that much of what 

is happening in our nation and world needs to stop.  I 

have been grateful for the many faith leaders - pastors, 

denominational leaders – both conservative and liberal 

who often agree on little, rabbis and imams who have 

had the courage to stand up against those who are 

creating fear and wreaking havoc around the world. This 

is an important function of the truth, and I stand 

alongside them. Deitrich Bonhoeffer said, “Silence in the 

face of evil is itself evil.  God will not hold us guiltless.  

Not to speak is to speak, not to act is to act. (PAUSE) It is 

appropriate for us to act as faith communities - to call 

for accountability from all who lead in in our community, 

our state and our nation. Peeples notes, “Setting aside 

partisanship, Christians have a role in calling leaders of 
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all parties to work for the common good rather than 

their own political or financial gain.”   

As we exercise our prophetic voice, we must also 

remember that we are called to love our neighbors – all 

of them – just as we love God. Jesus commands us to 

pray for those we love as well as those we consider 

enemies. Whatever our political and religious beliefs, as 

Christians we must always view our thoughts, words and 

actions through the lens of love. Do our thoughts, words 

and actions align with the sacrificial love demonstrated 

by Jesus Christ? Do we listen to and respect others 

different from ourselves in the same way we expect to 

be listened to and respected? The image of God resides 

inside of people with whom we disagree or consider our 

enemies—so the love we offer to or withhold from 

others is the same as the love offered to or withheld 

from Christ. 

I will be the first to admit how very hard all of this 

is, especially when we are already weary from all that 

2025 brought our way.  But friends, we must persevere. 
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In our diversity let us continue to love and encourage 

one another, to bear each other’s burdens. Let us pray 

for one another, for our leaders old and anew, let us 

pray that God will heal our land. Let us continue to pray 

for an end to the chaos and violence in our cities.  Let us 

actively lean into the struggles we face as we are able 

and let us give ourselves permission to step back and ask 

for help and care when we need it. And let us 

remember, on this Brethren Service Sunday, that every 

act of kindness and care matters. That nothing we do in 

service to God and others is ever wasted. And for this 

may we say, ‘Thanks be to God.”  

 


