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Enough from the Beginning 

Matthew 3:13-17 

 

Every year in the liturgical calendar, we remember 

the baptism of Jesus on the Sunday after Epiphany. 

Today, as we remember Jesus’ baptism, we remember 

our own.  

Before we get into our Scripture text today, I want 

to begin with a few questions. You’ll see how they relate 

to our Bible story in just a few minutes. So here is my 

first question, “How many of you have wondered at one 

time or another if you have done enough to be loved and 

accepted by God? If you’ve read enough Scripture or said 

the right prayers or done enough good works to earn your 

salvation or God’s love and approval? That was certainly 

my experience. As a young teenager, before I understood 

what it meant to have a personal relationship with God, I 

had these thoughts and fears. I knew what to do to please 

my parents and earn the approval of my teachers and 

others, but I wasn’t at all sure that I could measure up to 

whatever God might expect of me.  And the real question 
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wasn’t whether I had done enough. Ultimately, the real 

question was, “Am I enough?” PAUSE) Have any of you 

wondered that too? Am I, at the very core of my being, 

enough to be loved by God – and by extension by others? 

If we’re honest, I imagine that most of us have asked 

these questions at one time or another.  

Today’s Scripture lesson answers these questions 

for us in a fascinating way. Let’s start with a bit of 

background. John the Baptist, Jesus’ cousin, has been 

preaching, preparing the way for Jesus and calling for 

people to repent of their sins and to be baptized. And 

people were responding. As the story opens, John is 

holding a baptism service at the Jordan river. Certainly, it 

was a meaningful time for those who were participating, 

just like it will be a meaningful time for all of us today. 

Matthew tells us that people are coming from 

Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region by the Jordan 

River, confessing their sins and being baptized.   

Then, all of a sudden, Jesus shows up and asks 

John to baptize him. Now, we know that Jesus lived a life 



3 

 

without sin, so he didn’t need to be baptized for his sins 

to be forgiven. But it is clear that being baptized was 

important to him.   

 Some scholars believe that when he was baptized, 

Jesus was standing in solidarity with all the others who 

were baptized that day, and in solidarity with everyone 

who would be baptized through the ages. Others suggest 

that when he was baptized, it symbolized that he was 

leaving the life that he had known to that point – his 

home and his family – and that he was being set apart for 

his life’s work and mission.  Many believe that this was 

the time when Jesus became fully aware of who he was – 

the Messiah, the Savior, the Son of God.  

Despite his early objections, John agrees to baptize 

Jesus, and then an amazing thing happens. Just as Jesus is 

coming up out of the water, the heavens open.  The Spirit 

of God descends upon Jesus and a voice from heaven 

says, “This is my Son, my beloved, with whom I am well 

pleased.” (PAUSE) And this is where we find the answer 

to our original questions from earlier. 
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Think about the timing of Jesus’ baptism with me 

for just a moment. At this point in his ministry, how 

many people has Jesus healed? (PAUSE) How many has 

he fed miraculously? (PAUSE) How many sermons has 

he preached? (PAUSE) How many followers has he 

called and recruited? (PAUSE) Are you seeing the 

pattern here? Up to this point, Jesus hasn’t done anything 

– except obey the call to be baptized, that would earn 

God’s love and approval. Jesus was enough from the 

beginning. 

(PAUSE) And so are we. (PAUSE)And I want us 

to note that there are no marching orders from God that 

day, there are only words of love and affirmation.  “You 

are my beloved child in whom I am well pleased.”  

Now, let’s be very clear here this morning. This 

does not mean that once we become a Christian, it is 

anything goes. Once we decide to repent of our sins and 

commit our lives to following Christ, Scripture tells us 

that we become new persons. From that point on, it 

should be our goal to learn all we can about who Jesus is 
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– through Scripture and prayer and being with other 

believers, so that we can become more and more like 

him. We commit to leaving our old lives behind and 

developing the fruit of the spirit in our lives. 

This is no small thing. No matter how hard we try, we 

all make mistakes, we will stumble and fall. Why? 

Because following God is hard sometimes, it was even 

hard for Jesus. The next place he goes after his baptism 

will be into the wilderness for 40 days of temptation.  In 

the wilderness, he uses the words of Scripture to 

withstand those temptations, but I can’t help but believe 

that the memory of the words, “You are my beloved Son, 

with you I am well pleased,” also helped to sustain him 

throughout those challenging days. (PAUSE) 

 Following God is also hard because we’re still 

imperfect people. Some days, despite our best efforts, we 

will stumble and fall, we’ll make mistakes, we’ll sin. 

When that happens, what do we do? We get up, we say 

we’re sorry – to God and others that we may have hurt, 

and we try again. 
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But none of these things is a requirement for 

beginning our relationship with God. From the very 

beginning of time, God has been initiating a relationship 

with us. Does get God get angry and frustrated with us 

sometimes? Indeed, but God never stops reaching out. It 

was so important to God to be in relationship with us that 

finally he came to earth in the person of Jesus, he put 

skin on and became human.  

We likely won’t hear an audible voice from heaven 

today when we remember our baptisms, but I hope we 

will hear those words in our hearts. I hope that we will 

hear God say, “you are my beloved child, and with you I 

am well pleased.”  I hope that we will hear them today, 

and that we will hear them over and over again as we 

follow Christ – in the easy days and the hard ones. May 

we all know that we are God’s beloved children, and that 

we are, and always will be enough. 

And all God’s people said, “Amen.” 

 


