The Road Isn’t Straight, Jan 11, 2026

Today we conclude our Advent and Christmas
series, The Will to Dream. Over a month ago, we began
seeing the birth narratives through the different
characters in the gospels — Mary and Elizabeth, Joseph,
and Zechariah, and through their stories we were
reminded of how to work for justice and righteousness
through hope, peace, joy and love. On Christmas Eve we
gathered to celebrate the birth of Emmanual, God with
us, God who knows our very names. Today we celebrate
Epiphany, where we are reminded that the road ahead
isn’t straight.

This is a fundamental truth that we do well to
remember today. But it’s not what we hear from culture
isn’t it? We’re often told that a successful life is a linear
one — we go to school, we graduate and get a job, we
marry and have children, buy a home. But our paths are
rarely linear, they unfold with many unexpected twists

and turns.



This is certainly true of the magi. These wise
travelers from the east don’t follow a straightforward
path to find Jesus. They began their long journey by
following a star and using their common sense. The star
gets them close, but it doesn’t originally take them to
Bethlehem. Common sense dictates that a new king
would be born in Jerusalem, so they stop there to seek
help and direction. Their sudden appearance worries
Herod who calls together the chief priests and scribes to
learn from them where the Messiah was to be born.

Bethlehem is the unexpected answer — another
unexpected twist.

Then Herod secretly calls for the wise men and
asks them exactly when the star appeared. Then he
sends them to Bethlehem saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child; when you have found him, bring
me word so that | may also go and pay him homage.” —
Matthew 2:8 (NRSVUE) It’s manipulation and lies from
an evil and paranoid ruler with ulterior motives and

deep-seated fears and insecurities. (PAUSE)



It is only after this meeting with Herod that the
star leads the magi to the house where the toddler Jesus
and his parents are living. (PAUSE) It was certainly not a
straight interstate shot for the magi, was it? And their
journey continued to have twists and turns. After
worshipping Jesus, they are warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, and defying the evil king, they go home
by another way. (PAUSE)

This story teaches us a number of lessons. First,
guided by dreams and stars, the magi’s journey is filled
with royal encounters and unforeseen detours.i This is
comforting to me, is it to you? Feeling uncertain or lost
on our journey, and even showing up in the wrong place
from time to time is okay — it’s part of the gig.

We also learn that the most profound moments in
life can come from taking a courageous turn that leads
us away from our meticulously-planned routes. The Magi
are willing to have their assumptions challenged and
their plans changed. | pray that the same is true for us.

What might it mean for us to allow God to challenge our



assumptions? So often we assume that the linear path
prescribed for us is our only option, but what if God has
other plans? We don’t have to see the final destination
in order to begin to follow God’s guiding star. We see
this truth echoed in our passage from Isaiah, we heard
that God makes a way in the wilderness and rivers in the
desert. Kayla Craig reminds us that this is a beautiful
picture of God’s active presence in our lives, creating
paths where none seem to exist and inviting us to
embrace the new things that God is doing. It’s a divine
invitation to move forward, learn from the past, and step
into new possibilities.ii

In just a few minutes we will gather around the
tables across the hall and begin the first of three Town
Hall meetings that will help us to envision and embrace
the future that God has in store for West Richmond
Church of the Brethren. It is a holy, exciting, and if we're
honest — sometimes anxiety inducing process. Here is
what | know about it: we won’t always agree at first on

what our next steps are. (PAUSE) Despite using all of the



resources at our disposal — prayer, discernment,
research, common sense to name a few, we will likely
make some mis-steps along the journey, and we may
even show up at the wrong place a time or two as we go.
(PAUSE) But if we continue to seek God’s will — nothing
more, nothing less, and nothing else, we will end in the
right place.

Friends, each step we take forward in faith can
ultimately bring us closer to where we truly belong. And
may we remember that when we step out in faith, we
never go alone. The God who loves us and blesses us,
the God who calls us by name walks right beside us. So
as we begin this new year, may we stay curious and open
to where God might be leading. May we find the courage
to explore new routes and wisdom to follow the One
who leads us in unexpected ways to unexpected places.

And all God’s people said, “Amen.”
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