
1 
 

The Reign of God 

INTRO 

Most of us here today, grew up in what would be known 

as Kinship Cultures.  We grew up in communities where 

most people knew each other and probably were related 

in some way.  Many of our parents actually grew up with 

their neighbors.  This is known as a Kinship Culture.  

People are very connected, often over multiple 

generations.  They usually share common values and 

life goals.   

Unfortunately, the Kinship cultures are beginning to fall 

apart. Our world is rapidly changing, and that’s hard for 

many of us Kinship Culture kids to understand.   

I did a little research and discovered that most of the 

world has not experienced the precious safety Kinship 

Culture, where neighbor looked out for neighbor and you 

might come home and find fresh picked corn on your back 

steps because Mr. Joe, down the road, corn was coming 

in.  Or a neighbor brought you a pie, just because.   

In fact. Kinship Cultures are unique.  Throughout history, 

most of the world has been defined by one of 3 culture 

types, depending on specific point in history.  And 

possibly, all three are existing in different ways at the 

same time.   
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• Political cultures that are based on the 

manipulation of power 

• Economic cultures that are based on the 

manipulation of money 

• Religious cultures that are primarily based on 

the manipulation of some theory about God.   

My personal opinion is that we are experiencing a 

variation of all 3 of these in the US today.  Each of these 

cultures is based on some form of violence.  But the 

amazing thing is that most of the people actually deny 

that this manipulation and violence are occurring in their 

culture.   

However, Evil gains power from concealment.  When 

we outright deny that something is happening, or simply 

look the other way because it’s easier, we open the door 

for evil to take root.  Evil thrives in concealment, or in 

darkness.  It is this hidden evil, this disguise of darkness 

and death as light that God, in Jesus, has come to 

destroy. 

New Social Order 

Jesus came to introduce a new social order, in 

simpler term a New Way of Doing Things, a new way 

of being in the world that is an actual alternative to 

each of the 3 cultures above.  This is not a scientific 

plan or a new theory.  It is an alternative plan that comes 

straight from a promise made by the grace of God.  This 

promise is for the establishment of the Kingdom of God or 
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the Regin of God on earth.  If you check scripture, you will 

see that this New Way of Doing things is these  

• Inaugural Address of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount 

• Theme of the majority of the parables 

• Guiding image of Jesus’ entire ministry.   

In this New Way of Doing Things Jesus says, it’s not 

those with political power or money, or even those 

who follow all the rules of a religion who are blessed 

by God and who will experience the Reign of God.  

Instead, Jesus announces that God blesses 

• Those who are humble 

• Those who mourn 

• Those who are meek and lowly 

• Those who pursue justice and are good 

• Those who are kind and merciful 

• Those who are persecuted because they are 

genuinely good 

• Those are persecuted, reviled and lied on 

Jesus was killed 

This New Way of Doing Things is Also the reason Jesus 

was Killed.  

John 18:14 

that it would be good if one man died for the people. 

 One of the Challenges for the 21st Century Church is to 

see that Jesus was not killed because he was running 
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around screaming ‘I am God.  Jesus was killed because 

he was challenging the existing system, When we accept 

this we will have turned an important corner.  You see 

Jesus was rejected much more for his worldview than 

for his God-view.   

But we know that the two are connected.  Jesus’ Now-

and-not-yet Reign’ is the foundation for our present day 

hope in God.   

• Source of our alienation from the world 

• Hebrews 11:13 
13 All these people were still living by faith when 

they died. They did not receive the things 

promised; they only saw them and welcomed 

them from a distance, admitting that they were 

foreigners and strangers on earth. 

From the time that Jesus returns from his 40 days in the 

wilderness he focuses on this theme from Matthew 4:17 

17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

This becomes the centerpoint for Jesus’ teaching.  But 

remember, it is not 

• An idea or a theory 

The centerpoint for all of Jesus teaching is a person – a 

reliable and lovable person that Jesus calls Father.   

Jesus seems to be saying God is not 
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• Philosophical system or a 

• A theory to be proven 

• An energy to be discussed an debated  

This New Way of Doing Things is based on a relationship 

with the God who can be experienced personally. We 

know God by relating to God, almost as if God can 

only be known through love.   

New World Order 

• Not just a religious culture that uses God, through 

manipulation and religious imagery.  

o You must bow 

o You can only dress a certain way or go to 

certain places or associate with certain people 

• This New Way of Doing things disallows both.  

• In this New World Order we begin to learn the 

difference between  the true sacred and false 

sacred. 

• False sacred is always self-serving and other 

destroying – this is how we can spot the 

difference.   

• The story of Cain and Able is a good example 

Cain & Able 

• Remember that Cain kills Able b/c Cain felt 

unworthy and unloved by Yahweh God;   

• Beginning of an archetypal pattern that 

continues through time 
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o The evil one must be killed so ‘I’ can be 

worthy, loved and moral 

o Another group, nationality, class or 

religion has to be named wrong so that ‘I’ 

can feel right.   

• The insecure and false self seems to need an 

enemy to scapegoat so that it can feel superior 

and saved 

• False God’s must be appeased, while the true 

God needs nothing.  The true God invites us 

into an unimaginable loving communion 

Religious Culture 

• Works to a degree for a time 

• Gives people enough sense of cohesion and 

solidarity to create partial community 

• Our immorality is carried by the scapegoat 

person or group so we feel pretty good about 

ourselves.  

• Following WWII our evil lay on the heads of the 

Germans, the Japanese and Communists, so we 

felt good about ourselves.   

• They were the bad losers and we were the good 

victors.   

• True on a political level but not true based on the 

alternative level of Jesus New Way of Doing 

things – the plan of Jesus Reign 
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• Even today many confuse a religious culture 

(made of law and order) with the true Reign of 

God  

Regardless to your current culture, the true Sacred, which 

is what we would call the Reign of God of the Kingdom of 

God establishes 4 things: 

1. God is One and for all 

2. God is sovereign to any group, culture or 

personal manipulation 

3. God is available as a free gift and not through 

sacrificing someone else 

4. God needs no victims and creates no victims 

Jesus’ New Way of Doing Things’ reflects the quote from 

the Prophet Hosea in Matthew 9:13 

Go and learn the meaning of the words:  Mercy is 

what pleases me, not sacrifice 

Closing 

Jesus is still challenging us to incorporate this New 

Way of Doing Things into our lives.  Maybe starting 

today consider: 

• What type of culture do you live in 

• How can you work to establish a Kinship 

Culture 

• Does your culture fit with the Reign or Kingdom 

of God 

•  Are there scapegoats in your life  
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• Have you met the true God, who wants to be in 

close intimate, loving relationship with you? 

Jesus is waiting to show you a new way of being. 

 

 


