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Negative Peace

Matthew 5:3-11

We are socialized that peace should always be a
positive thing. Peace means everyone is happy.
Everyone gets what they want. Everyone gets their own
cone of ice cream and justice is served. Here are just a
couple of ‘peace scriptures

Psalm 4:8

In peace | will lie down and sleep for you
alone, LORD, make me dwell in safety.

e For us peace means safety

| Corinthians 14:33

33 For God is not a God of disorder but of peace—as
in all the congregations of the Lord’s people.

e For us peace means the absence of worry and
stress

Merriam Webster dictionary defines peace as freedom
from disturbance; tranquility.
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Our Western definition of peace is often about a
personal situation or experience, but the biblical
definition of peace is much more complicated.

In the Bible, peace (often referred to as "Shalom" in
Hebrew) encompasses more than just the absence of
conflict. It signifies wholeness, completeness, well-being,
and living in harmonious relationships with God, others,
and oneself. The Bible highlights different facets of
peace, including peace with God, inner peace, and peace
with others.

Today

Being a peacekeeper in a world filled with constant
conflict, change and cancellations is hard, especially
when we have to do it by ourselves.

It’s only human to respond in silence, self-protection or
anger, right? This actually leads to what is called
negative peace. There is no conflict. The waters are
calm, but justice, biblical justice, is not served.

But just because making peace is hard doesn’t mean
it’s impossible.

How do you initiate peace, forgiveness and reconciliation
without setting yourself up for more hurt?



Page 3

The same way we do every other hard thing - with hope.
Peace is a decision and hope is a process.

Furthermore, as people of faith, our view of peace MUST
be wrapped and robed in the biblical peace concept
which is both wholistic and inclusive

The Sermon on the Mount

The scripture we read earlier is from Jesus’ ‘Sermon on
the Mount’. The Sermon on the Mount, found in
Matthew chapters 5:5-7, is a collection of Jesus'
teachings. The Sermon on the Mount is considered one
of the foundational texts in Christianity It emphasizes
love, compassion, and righteousness. In the Sermon on
the Mount, Jesus outlines the principles and
characteristics of life within God's kingdom. Remember
in the Lords prayer we say ‘Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. The Kingdom of God
is not in the sweet By-and-By. The Kingdom of God is
meant to be established here on earth. It is meant to be
established in the hearts of humanity. The Kingdom of
God is meant to live within you and within me right
now.

The text we read is what we call the Beatitudes or the
blessings. In Matthew 5:9, Jesus states ‘Blessed are the
peacemakers for they shall be called the sons of God.
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Peacemaker

Wow, wouldn’t we all be like to be known as
Peacemakers. Then we would be known as sons and
daughters of God. If we could be peacemakers, we
would be blessed. Not bad huh.

The Merriam Webster dictionary defines a peacemaker
as one who makes peace especially by reconciling parties
at variance or odds with each other

Peacemakers in the Bible would step between two
warring parties. The peacemaker also initiates
reconciliation when others have wronged them. The
peacemaker is quick to repent when they have wronged
others.

In today’s world, most of us have been discipled to avoid
conflict at all costs so being a true biblical peacemaker is
pretty hard for many of us.

Peacemaking requires commitment. You have to get in
there and stay until the end. Being a peacemaker
requires courage. No one wants to get their feelings
hurt, or be harassed or misunderstood on the road to
peace.

Peacekeepers
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There is another word that we often use when discussing
peace. A Peacekeeper is willing to avoid conflict at all
costs. Peacekeepers keep problems both out-of-sight
and out-of-mind

For many of us keeping the peace means avoiding
conflict no matter what. Peacekeepers just go with the
flow.

By comparison the Peacemaker referenced in biblical
passages is more prone to the following:

e Enter into conflict with confidence
e Accept responsibility for both wrongs and their
resolution

e Honor the creator by doing what is right.

True peacemaking is work. Dr Martin Luther King, in his
book, ‘Letters from a Birmingham Jail’ introduced a
concept that he called ‘Negative Peace’

While jailed in Birmingham, local white pastors
challenged Dr. King about protesting and breaking laws.

This is Dr. King’s response:

One may well ask, ‘How can you advocate breaking some
laws and obeying others’. The answer is found in the
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fact that there are two types of laws: There are just and
there are unjust laws.

St Augustine said that ‘an unjust law is no law at all.

A just law is a man-made code that squares with the
moral law or the law of God.

An unjust law is a code that is out of harmony with the
moral law.

St Thomas Aquinas stated that an unjust law is a
human law that is not rooted in eternal and natural
law, while any law that uplifts human personality is
just.

The Bible
Here are a few examples of those who stood for biblical
justice:

** Shadrach, Meschach & Abednego who, refused to
obey the laws of Nebuchadnezzar because of higher
moral code

Would | be willing to go against the law or the cultural
norms of the land because of my Christian values?
Would you.
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**The early Christians were willing to face hungry lions
and the chopping block rather than submit to certain
unjust laws of the Roman empire

Would any of us be willing to face physical harm to
insure justice?

** Remember the greatest civil disobedience agitator of
all, our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ

** turned over tables in the temple
** Fed his hungry disciples on the Sabbath

**Talked to the Samaritan woman at the well, even
though it was forbidden & then stopped the people from
stoning her.

** And let’s not forget that our Lord, chose to be
crucified in order to bring eternal peace to all believers.

The Question

Remember the question we often posed to our youth -
‘What would Jesus do? Could we answer with positive
assurance that we are responding to the challenges of
the current day in the same way that Jesus would?

1. Am living in biblical peace with my neighbor, my
community,
2. Am lliving in biblical peace God
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3. Am | living in biblical peace with myself.

Let’s each of us, evaluate our lives and ask “Am | a
peacekeeper or am | a peacemaker.

Do | live my life in a way that supports biblical justice
for all people.

Matthew 5:9 reminds us that blessed are the
peacemakers for they shall be the sons of God.



