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Philippians 1:3-11 

Continuing the Work of Jesus 

WRCoB 6.1.25 

 

Today, is the last time I’ll preach to you  

From the pulpit that is 

As your full-time pastor. 

 

I am one of the 37 pastors, interims, and student ministers 

 And I believe one of four Pastor Daves who have served 

  In the 100+ years of West Richmond’s history. 

 

A rich history of faithful and fruitful service to Richmond. 

 

And I trust by the grace of God 

 That West Richmond will continue 

  Her faithful and fruitful ministry in Richmond 

   Long after I am gone and forgotten. 

 

Just another name on the back of the church directory. 

~~ 

I am like the Apostle Paul 

 Sharing with you my warm wishes and blessings 

  Praying for the very best. 

 

I am confident that God 

Who started a good work here  

Will carry it on to completion. 

 

Over the last three weeks 

I have made comparisons  

In how Paul felt towards the church in Philippi 

With how I feel about West Richmond. 
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Paul writes with such warmth, love 

 And assurance of the congregation’s vitality 

  Knowing he was leaving a strong congregation. 

 

It prompted me to wonder how the church in Philippi faired 

 After the Apostle Paul left. 

 

Actually, the church in Philippi faired rather well. 

 

There’s evidence that Paul’s confidence 

In Philippi wasn’t in vain. 

 

Historical evidence shows that the church remained vibrant. 

 

Roughly 50 to 75 years  

After Paul wrote his letter to the Philippians 

 

Long enough for the church to pass  

From one generation to the next 

 

Long enough for the first generation of members  

Like Lydia and the jailor and his family to have passed on 

 

An early church father by the name of Polycarp 

 Also wrote a letter to the Philippians. 

 

In his letter, he also commended them 

For their strong, persevering faith. 

 

He also celebrated their ongoing generosity 

 Inside and outside of their congregation 

 

And he wrote of their steadfastness  

 In the midst of ongoing strife and persecution 
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His letter gives insight into the congregation 

 Long after the Apostle Paul’s death 

 

That indeed, what was on Paul’s heart  

Didn’t fade away to oblivion 

  But stood strong throughout the years 

 

That God was still at work 

And the Philippians were still  

‘Continuing the Work of Jesus’ so many years later.  

 

And even today, there’re churches in Philippi 

 In what is now called Kavala, Greece. 

 

There is the Holy Metropolis  

Of Philippi, Neapolis and Thasos 

 

And a church dedicated to Saint Paul founded in 1900 

 (about the same age as our own church) 

  

As well as a church and baptistry  

Honoring Lydia, located where she was baptized. 

  By the Apostle Paul so many years ago. 

 

There is also a school of theology  

The Apostle Paul Centre for Historical Studies 

Specializing in Paul and his writings.  

 

Nearly two thousand years later 

The light first lit by Paul's visit  

Nurtured by those early believers  

And commended by Polycarp years later  

Continues to shine. 

 

Continuing the work of Jesus is still being done in that place. 
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Paul's initial prayer for their growth 

Their vibrant faith decades later  

And the church’s presence in the region today 

 

Demonstrates the kind of qualities that build a church 

To faithfully continue the work of Jesus. 

 

Those qualities we want to turn our attention to 

As we look at these final two verses in our passage. 

~~ 

Philippians 1:10-11 NIV 

. . . so that you may be able to discern what is best and 

may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled 

with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 

Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 

 

Paul makes three points in these last two verses. 

 

1. To discern what is best 

2. To be pure and blameless 

3. To be filled with the fruit of righteousness 

 

To discern what is best flows out of verse 9 

 When Paul writes  

 

This is my prayer: that your love might become even 

more and more rich with knowledge and all kinds of 

insight (v. 9). 

 

It’s about making wise choices, setting biblical principles 

 And distinguishing God’s will from our selfish desires. 

 

Looking at it from our angle 

How do we at West Richmond discern what is right 

 Setting priorities for what is best for our congregation? 
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This is where, a Mission Statement comes in handy. 

 

Years ago, after a lengthy envisioning process  

The Church of the Brethren was given a phrase 

That best exemplified who we are as Brethren 

 

Continuing the Work of Jesus 

 Peacefully, Simply, Together. 

 

It speaks to us of the call to focus our attention 

 On Jesus, his ministry, death and resurrection 

  And the continued work he calls us to 

 

Evangelism, discipleship, outreach, community care  

Working for peace, living simply 

And stressing the importance of togetherness 

Over and against less essential activities 

 

And so, as you work together through this next phase 

 Be mindful of the mission statement 

  And prayerfully seek God’s will 

 

Pray together as a church 

 Pray together while walking around the church 

  Pray as you walk through the neighborhood 

   Pray to discern what is best. 

~~ 

Secondly, once you have established  

The essentials for being the church 

  Seek to pursue a pure and blameless lifestyle. 

 

Note, I said seek to pursue. 

 

Philippians 3:12 CEB 
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It’s not that I have already reached this goal or have 

already been perfected, but I pursue it, so that I may 

grab hold of it because Christ grabbed hold of me for 

just this purpose. 

 

Let’s admit, we are all a work in progress. 

 

This continuing the work of Jesus 

 Also includes working on ourselves  

 

It really does start there. 

 

Sometimes . . . I’m including myself here 

 We get caught up in doing the work of Jesus out there 

  That we neglect doing the work of Jesus in here. 

 

Being pure and blameless starts with each of us 

 And the need to get right with God. 

 

There’s a lot of good work going on for Christ 

 By a lot of broken people 

  Who need Christ too within their own lives. 

 

Yes, we are a work in progress 

 And the work of Jesus continues within each of our souls 

  Before it can do much good out in the community. 

~~ 

And finally, Paul writes 

 After discerning what is best,  

After striving to be pure and blameless 

   Then be filled with the fruit of righteousness.  

 

When a church truly captures a God-given purpose 

 Look out! It puts a fire under the church 
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It shapes priorities, fuels passion, and unites efforts. 

 

The understanding is that our work now  

Within ourselves, within the church and in the world 

  Helps to establish an eternal kingdom 

Here and now and everlasting. 

 

It is about nurturing, cultivating and harvesting 

 Fruits of righteousness that are eternal.  

 

While the church is an earthly institution 

 Serving a vital role in bringing about the kingdom of God 

 

Revelation tells us, the need for a temple 

 A special meeting place will pass away. 

 

Because God himself and Jesus will be our temple. 

 

God’s presence with fill all things 

 And when that happens 

  There will no longer be a need for the church. 

 

Because we will all be one in Christ. 

 

Our calling now is to Continue the Work of Jesus 

 So that we and those we reach  

Are ready for that wonderful day. 

~~ 

So, this is it. 

 

My final words. 

 

Janet says, the church will have the final word  

Following the service, during my roast. 
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Maybe that’s why Paul says 

Well done, good and faithful servant, well done 

 

However, in my final words to you as pastor, I want to say. 

 

If you want to be a Christian be like Jesus. 

 

If you want to be the church 

 Do the things Jesus calls us to do. 

 

Paul says later in his letter: 

 

Philippians 3:14 CEB 

The goal I pursue is the prize of God’s upward call in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

Our last hymn is really a hymn of invitation. 

  A hymn of God’s faithfulness 

  And God’s call on our lives. 

 

And so, during the singing of our last song 

 If your heart is stirred 

  If you need a special touch from God 

 

If you feel a need to commit or recommit your life to Jesus 

 Or to seek God’s blessing on the work in front of you 

 

I invite you to come forward during our last song 

 And let me anoint you with oil 

 

For the forgiveness of sin 

 For the strengthening of your faith 

  And for healing and wholeness. 

 

We will close with a benediction of commissioning. 


