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Acts 8:26-39 

No Longer a Dry Tree: Finding Our Place in God's Yes 

WRCOB 5.11.25 

 

I know Sonia just read the passage 

But let’s go over the scene again.  

 

The angel from the Lord sends Philip 

To the absolute middle of nowhere 

A lonely stretch of desert road 

To rendezvous with one person. 

 

One! 

 

In terms of evangelistic strategy definitely not very efficient 

 

The angel could have sent him to a town square 

Where he could preach before hundreds 

Like Peter did on the day of Pentecost 

 

He could have sent Philip to the Greyhound bus station  

To hand out “Jesus Saves“ tracts.  

 

Instead, the angel sent him to this lonely spot 

Where one chariot just happened to be passing by. 

 

But specifically  because of Christian evangelism 

It was exactly the right place at the right time. 

~~ 

Philip runs up alongside this lonely carriage. 

 

In the carriage was a very prestigious person from Ethiopia 

An official within Queen Candace’s administration 

 Responsible for her entire treasury. 
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He is returning to Ethiopia from Jerusalem 

Where he worshiped the God of Abraham. 

 

He is wealthy enough to have his own carriage and driver 

And wealthy enough to own a set of Scripture scrolls. 

 

As Philip runs alongside the carriage 

He notices the African reading a passage from Isaiah. 

 

A passage we know as the “suffering servant”. 

 

Philip sees his cue and asks the Ethiopian 

If he understands what he is reading. 

 

And then, upon invitation, Philip climbs into the chariot 

And shares the story of Jesus Christ. 

 

So moved by the story of Jesus 

Seeing a body of water, the Ethiopian asks Philip 

What might keep him from being baptized? 

 

And with that, he stops the chariot 

They go down into the water 

And Philip baptizes him. 

 

Still wringing wet 

The Holy Spirit snatches Philip 

And sends him off to Azotus. 

 

While the Ethiopian continues on his journey rejoicing. 

 

Interesting story, isn’t it? 

 

But what makes it even more fascinating  

 Is the particularities of this man in the carriage. 
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He is a black man from the African continent. 

A wealthy Ethiopian.  

 

He holds a prominent position in a foreign government. 

 

He is what is called a “God-fearer” 

 

He’s not a Jew, but he practices Judaism. 

 

He is not a proselyte, a full-fledged member of Judaism 

 Because of his physically-altered state. 

 

He is a eunuch, an emasculated male. 

 

Luke emphasizes this fact and mentions it multiple times  

 

Under the Law, specifically Deuteronomy 23:1 

A eunuch could not join 'the assembly of the Lord.'  

 

Deuteronomy 23:1 NIV 

23 No one who has been emasculated by crushing or 

cutting may enter the assembly of the Lord. 

 

He devoutly worships the God of Israel  

And participates in as many Jewish practices 

As allowed him. 

 

But he is barred full participation in the covenant community. 

 And is considered an outcast and a foreigner. 

 

Here is this devout man 

Loving God and practicing the faith 

While being excluded by the very faith he practices? 

 

 



4 

He ireads from Isaiah, the Suffering Servant  

The very passage we Christians identify with Jesus!  

 

He looks up at Philip and asks  

 

Acts 8:34 NIV 
34 “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, 

himself or someone else?” 

 

This is Philip's God-given moment.  

 

Acts 8:35 NIV 
35 Then Philip began with that very passage of 

Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. 

 

He starts right there, with Isaiah 53.  

 

He explains that Jesus is the one the prophet is talking about  

 

Jesus of Nazareth – suffered, humiliated, crucified  

A life cut short seemingly with no earthly descendants 

 

This resonated with the eunuch 

 For he too, out of no choice of his own 

  Was a life cut short with no earthly descendants 

 

And yet, God through Jesus gives new life  

To all who call on him. 

 

And this Good News touches the Ethiopian deeply. 

 

Because despite his wealth and status 

 The Ethiopian eunuch never, ever, felt completely whole 

  Physically, emotionally, or spiritually. 
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But now, for the first time in his life, he feels hope. 

 

Where once he was on the outside looking in 

 He now becomes a part of this new family 

  A full-fledged member of the family of God. 

 

Isaiah himself foretold in chapter 56!  

 

Isaiah 56:3-5 CEB  
3 Don’t let the immigrant who has joined with 

the Lord say, “The Lord will exclude me from the 

people.” And don’t let the eunuch say, “I’m just a DRY 

TREE.” 4 The Lord says: To the eunuchs who keep my 

sabbaths, choose what I desire, and remain loyal to my 

covenant. 5 In my temple and courts, I will give them a 

monument and a name better than sons and daughters. I 

will give to them an enduring name that won’t be 

removed. 

  

Imagine how he felt? 

 

What Philip just explained to the Ethiopian 

 Is that through Jesus a new covenant begins 

A covenant of liberation. 

 

Philip isn't just offering comfort 

He's proclaiing that in Jesus Christ 

 

The barriers erected by the old Law,  

Like the one in Deuteronomy 23, are torn down.  

 

God's new covenant is now offered 

To those it hadn’t been offered to before 

Explicitly to the foreigner and the eunuch 

To all who hold fast to God through Jesus.  
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What was once a painful exclusion  

Is now an absolute full inclusion 

A full belonging in God's house 

Which is available to all peoples. 

~~ 

So, when they come upon water 

Our new brother in Christ doesn't ask cautiously  

'Am I allowed?'  

 

He asks with confidence in his new-found faith  

 

'Hey, look, here is water!  

What keeps me from being baptized?' (Acts 8:36). 

 

The question stems from his realization 

 That if what Philip says is true 

  If Jesus is who Philip says he is. 

 

Then there is no longer anything preventing him 

 From being fully received into this new faith  

 

If God's welcome is truly this wide, then 

His physical condition, his foreign status, his race 

None of it prevents him from receiving grace in Christ. 

 

And Philip, guided by the same Spirit  

Who led him to this lonely rendezvous understands this. 

 

Philip didn't wait for a membership class  

Or a congregational vote.  

 

Philip didn't worry about  

How this will play out at the Jerusalem General Offices  

 

 



7 

He acted on the Spirit's clear leading  

And the sincerity of the man's faith.  

 

It’s a reminder that God's welcome  

Can sometimes move faster than church processes! 

 

Philip didn't hesitate.  

 

He simply led the man down into the water 

And baptized him.  

 

Full stop.  

~~ 

Philip was led by the Holy Spirit 

 At this exact time, to this particular place 

  To bring one, solitary, soul to faith  

 

Demonstrating for the first time in Christian history 

This radical, inclusive, boundary-breaking  

Nature of this New Covenant.  

 

God had already said 'Yes' to this man  

Through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

Fulfilling the promise to gather all the outcasts 

 As Isaiah proclaimed  

 

Philip was simply affirming God's prior 'Yes'. 

 

It’s no wonder then, the story ends,  

 

He went on his way rejoicing.  

 

Wouldn't you? To move from exclusion to embrace  

From rejection to reception  
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From being labeled a 'dry tree'  

To receiving an 'everlasting name'  

 

From outcast to a fully welcomed, beloved, child of God? 

 

This is profound, life-altering joy! 

 

And folks, that joy, that Good News  

Is not limited to a desert road two thousand years ago.  

 

It is right here, today, in this very room.  

 

Seriously, God still sends His Spirit.  

God still arranges divine appointments 

 

God still meets us in His Word, revealing Jesus 

Still reveals Himself in the people around us 

  Still nudges our hearts  

 

And God still says 'Yes!'  

A thunder-clapping 'Yes!'  

  A gentle rain on a tin roof ‘Yes!’ 

   A cymbal-sounding, resounding, affirming ‘Yes!’ 

   

To all who feel like they're on the margins  

Who've been told they don't belong 

 

To those who long for acceptance  

Like the official in his chariot. 

 

Maybe you've been reading the Bible  

Wondering, "How is this really Good News for me?"  

 

Maybe you feel a little like an outsider  

Wondering if there’s a place for you in this community. 
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The Ethiopian, swept away by the Good News of Jesus 

Asked, "Look, here is water!  

What prevents me from being baptized?"  

 

I invite us to consider a similar question 

 

• What prevents me from believing this Good News for 

myself? 

• What prevents me from stepping into the full welcome 

God offers in Christ? 

• What prevents me from letting go of the old tags and 

embracing the new name God gives me? 

 

If you already follow Jesus, I ask you to consider 

 

• What prevents us, as a church, as individuals, from 

fully participating in God's radical welcome 

for all people? 

• Who are the 'eunuchs' and 'foreigners' in our world, in 

our community, perhaps even in our own biases, to 

whom God has already said 'Yes'? 

• What prevents us from recognizing God's embrace 

and extending it without reservation, just as Philip 

did? 

 

How do we respond to God's amazing 'Yes!' 

 

If you’ve come looking, come and find Jesus. 

 

If you’ve come feeling excluded, come and find belonging. 

 

If this story stirs something within you 

Come and embrace the One who makes it possible. 
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If you desire to be part of a community that strives  

However imperfectly, to embody this welcome 

Then come and journey with us. 

 

May we, like Philip 

Be attentive to the Spirit's leading 

And courageous in our welcome 

 

May we, like the Ethiopian  

Receive the Good News with open, trusting hearts. 

 

And may we all discover, or rediscover 

The path that leads to rejoicing  

 

Celebrating the astonishing, life-giving, barrier-breaking  

Love and grace of Jesus Christ. 


