Christ Is a Stranger
Luke 24:13-35
WRCoB 4.27.25

Show video clip (0.00 to 1:06)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnOPu0 YWhw

This video clip is of the world-renowned violinist Joshua Bell
Playing his multi-million-dollar Stradivarius
At a Metro station in DC.

Thousands of people walked past him.
Only a few stopped to listen.

They never recognized the world-class act
Filling the atmosphere with beautiful classical music

Most of them were in their little worlds
Their eyes straight before them
Preoccupied with their own little worries.

It's a modern-day parable, isn't it?

How often we rush past something extraordinary
Hidden in the ordinary
Simply because we weren’t expecting it.

It's sort of like that in today’s story.

Jesus made three appearances on Easter Sunday.

1. He appeared as a gardener to Mary Magdalene.
2. As a stranger to two men on the Emmaus road
3. And he appeared to the disciples in the locked room.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnOPu0_YWhw

In all three appearances
Jesus was not immediately recognizable.

Peculiar, isn’t it? Why was that?
And why did he only appear to his followers?

Perhaps it was because the Easter appearances
Were not meant for shock and awe
But to provide blessed assurance for his followers.

But even then, if they hadn’t been perceptive enough

Or allowed their faith to be open to the extraordinary
They would have easily missed Jesus

To the men on the Emmaus road
Christ appeared as a stranger.

The Greek word here for stranger is:
paroikos — literally someone "outside the house."
It's translated as foreigner, alien, stranger, or immigrant.

Jesus appears to the two men as a paroikos,
An outsider, someone not from their area.

Jesus' own teaching in Matthew 25 reflects this exactly:

"l was a stranger and you welcomed me."

In a day when anyone with a thick accent and dark skin
Is suspect and a potential for deportation

We would do well to carefully consider this story.

Who are the paroikoi in our community today?
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Immigrants?
Refugees?
The overlooked?
The dismissed?

Those different in race, status, belief, or circumstance?
Know this, the Risen Christ stands among them.
So, then the question for today is this:

If Jesus is a stranger,
How would that change our behavior
Towards those paroikoi (plural)
Those “outside the house”?
it was on Easter Sunday
That two men traveled the road to Emmaus.
Discussing the events of that morning.

A stranger came alongside them.

Luke tells us, it was Jesus.
But the two on the road didn’t know that.

The stranger walked alongside them
And asked what they were talking about.

And they stared at him in disbelief.
“‘What? Do you mean to tell us
You're the only one in all of Jerusalem

That hasn’t heard the things that happened?”

“What things?”



“The things about Jesus, whom we thought the Messiah!

“That he was arrested, tried, convicted, sentenced
And executed to death by crucifixion?”

“You mean you don’t know the news
That this morning some of the women went to the tomb
And he wasn’t there?”

“‘Where in the world have you been?”

The two reached their destination.

But instead of sending the stranger on his way
With a, “go well, hope you reach your destination’
They invited him in.

"Stay with us"

Get this, i was only after they welcomed the stranger
That they recognized him.

If they hadn’t invited him in
They would never have recognized Jesus.

At the evening meal, the stranger took bread
Blessed it, broke it, and gave it to them.

It was in the hospitality
Their eyes opened
And they recognized the stranger as Jesus.

Then he was gone.

They wildly looked at each other and spoke at the same time
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“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking
to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to
us?”

~—~

So, what do we take away from this important passage?

Just this: That recognition of Christ present in a "stranger”
Is directly linked to our hospitality
Even before we fully know who the stranger is.

In the Easter Sunday appearances
Jesus shows up incognito.

Not over-the-top dramatic kind of way
We might expect as a Savior
But as a gardener, a stranger, and a friend.

He meets people where they are, unrecognized at first.

And that is how it is when Jesus comes to us
Embodied in the people we meet

Maybe, most especially in the strangers we meet.
We saw this kind of radical welcome personified
By Pope Francis, who passed away this past week.

Remember the image of him embracing Vinicio Riva
A man severely disfigured by neurofibromatosis?

https://preview.redd.it/pope-francis-embraces-vinicio-riva-
november-6-2013-v0-
5t9x26emd8wel.jpeqg?width=320&crop=smart&auto=webp&
s=4ead60b4d30ca39ee26e5cf41f0f1632e20776f2



https://preview.redd.it/pope-francis-embraces-vinicio-riva-november-6-2013-v0-5t9x26emd8we1.jpeg?width=320&crop=smart&auto=webp&s=4ead60b4d30ca39ee26e5cf41f0f1632e20776f2
https://preview.redd.it/pope-francis-embraces-vinicio-riva-november-6-2013-v0-5t9x26emd8we1.jpeg?width=320&crop=smart&auto=webp&s=4ead60b4d30ca39ee26e5cf41f0f1632e20776f2
https://preview.redd.it/pope-francis-embraces-vinicio-riva-november-6-2013-v0-5t9x26emd8we1.jpeg?width=320&crop=smart&auto=webp&s=4ead60b4d30ca39ee26e5cf41f0f1632e20776f2
https://preview.redd.it/pope-francis-embraces-vinicio-riva-november-6-2013-v0-5t9x26emd8we1.jpeg?width=320&crop=smart&auto=webp&s=4ead60b4d30ca39ee26e5cf41f0f1632e20776f2

In a world that avoids the crippled, the lame, the diseased
Francis didn't hesitate.

He held him close, kissed him.
It was a profound, public act that wordlessly proclaimed:
You are seen
You are valued
You are embraced by God, regardless of appearance.
He wasn't offering pity from a distance
He was modeling the deep recognition of sacred dignity

In someone society might deem a stranger or outcast.

He chose encounter over avoidance
Embrace over aversion.

Francis showed us what it looks like to see Christ
Precisely in the one who is most vulnerable

He was a champion to the marginalized and oppressed
Regardless of one's specific tradition
Many recognized Francis as a tireless advocate
For those on the margins.
His life stands as a powerful, contemporary witness
To the challenge of recognizing and responding

To Christ disguised in our midst.

Frederick Buechner describes Jesus similarly:



[Jesus] never approached from on high, but always in the
midst, in the midst of people, in the midst of real life and the
guestions that real life asks.

An article featured on NPR a while ago raised the question:
“Do you want to feel happier today?”
Guess what their recommendation was?

“Try talking to a stranger.”

We tend to go out of our way to avoid conversation
Even eye contact, with people we don't know.

Smartphones have made that easier than ever before.
We put the earbuds in and ignore the outside world.
No smiles, no nodding of head, no simple hello.
But research suggests we are short-changing ourselves.
Researchers found that people who spoke to the cashier

Left the shop in a better mood

And felt a greater sense of belonging.

Other studies showed train commuters

Who chatted with fellow passengers

Had a more pleasant ride

And even brief eye contact with a stranger
Can increase feelings of inclusion.

Who would have thought?



Now, to be sure, the ultimate goal of our faith
Isn't necessarily our own happiness
Though joy is a part of our spiritual life

And the Emmaus encounter was far deeper
Than just a pleasant chat with a stranger.

But this research points to a fundamental truth . . .
We are wired for connection.

And our modern habits of isolation
Works against our own well-being
And sense of community.

If even these brief, everyday interactions —
A smile, a quick conversation with a cashier —
Can foster belonging and lift our spirits

How much more when we move beyond mere politeness
To intentional welcome?

The Emmaus story isn't just about us feeling good
It's about having our eyes opened
To the presence of the Risen Christ all around us.

It challenges us to see encounters with others
Particularly the "stranger,"
Not just as opportunities for our improved mood

But as potential moments of divine revelation
Encouraged by our willingness to welcome and listen.
Two disciples walked along the road to Emmaus
Filled with grief and confusion.



A stranger — paroikos, an outsider —
Came alongside them, walked and talked with them

They welcomed him and by doing so
He revealed himself as the Risen Lord.

Their hearts burned and their hope was restored.
Like that, there are moments in our own lives
When Jesus comes as a stranger

When he embodies an actual stranger among us.

| found him in a Yemeni 3 grader
Who speaks three languages fluently
But is far behind her classmates
Because she struggles with English.

| see him in the person standing in the median with a sign
He is the coworker who has a thick accent and dark skin.

We might not recognize Christ in them immediately
Or perhaps never consciously describe it that way.

But the Emmaus story urges us to look closer
To listen deeper, and most importantly
To offer welcome.

Because it was in the welcome,
In the sharing of the table
That the ultimate Stranger revealed himself as Lord.



My prayer is not just that you recognize
The Stranger walking beside you
On your personal spiritual journey

But that God opens your eyes
To see the face of Christ in the "strangers”
Within our own context.

May God give us the courage
To move beyond fear or indifference
To offer the hospitality
It just might open our eyes
And find our own hearts burning
Because we dared to welcome the paroikos

For you never know when, or as whom
The Risen Lord will present himself!

For | was a stranger and you welcomed me.
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