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Luke 24.1-12 
The Other Side of Darkness 

 WRCoB 4.20.25 
 
On Friday, Jesus wasn’t given a proper burial  
 
They had to quickly remove his body from the cross  

So it wouldn’t be left there  
When Passover began at sundown 
 This was according to Jewish law 

 
Deuteronomy 21:23a CEB 
You must not leave the body hanging on the tree but 
must bury it the same day because God’s curse is on 
those who are hanged.  
 
And so, they hastily wrapped his body in linen cloths  

And placed him in a borrowed tomb. 
 
Since Saturday was the Sabbath they couldn’t do anything. 
 
It was only Sunday, the third day 

That they could do the essential rituals of Jewish tradition 
  Namely: 
 
The careful and deliberate washing of his body 

The full anointing with oil and spices 
And the recitation of the customary prayers. 

 
They needed to ensure Jesus  

Received all the care prescribed by their faith. 
 
Preparing the body for burial usually fell to the family.  
 
But Luke tells us that it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna  

Mary the mother of James  
(most likely the mother of Jesus) 

And others with them 
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Women who were bound by their shared faith  
And their love for Jesus 

 
And so early on Sunday morning they arrived 

But when they discovered the stone rolled away 
And the tomb empty. 

 
Two radiant beings appeared: 
 
"Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not 
here: He is risen!" 
 
Imagine the shock and confusion. 
 
They came expecting a dead body  

Instead they saw an empty tomb. 
 
They expected death  

But instead heard a proclamation of life. 
 
They left, completely stunned 

Returning to the disciples with their startling news. 
 
But it was received as nonsensical news 

Hysteria born of grief.  
 
It didn't fit their understanding of reality 

Their framework of how the world works.  
 
Even hearing from those who were closest to Jesus 

Their immediate reaction was disbelief and skepticism. 
 
Isn’t it just like how it is in our own time? 
 
We share the truth about something 
 Something that might challenge their assumptions  

 And we’re doubted and questioned. 
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Peter, stirred perhaps by a flicker of hope  
Or just needing to see for himself, ran to the tomb.  

 
He saw the linen cloths laying and left 

"wondering what in the world had happened." 
 
It was only later, after the anointing of the Holy Spirit 
 Peter became an outspoken witness to the resurrection. 
~~ 
Now, it seems only right to me 

That Jesus made his presence known  
First to these faithful women.  

 
Though the New Testament culture  

Often disregarded a women's testimony 
 
The Gospels place them at the center of this pivotal moment.  
 
They were there throughout Jesus’ life 

From the beginning to the end 
And now, at the start of a new beginning.  

 
It is fitting they were the first to hear the news 

And the first to encounter the Risen Lord. 
~~ 
It’s surprising really 
 Or maybe it isn’t surprising at all 

But that the accounts of Easter Sunday are brief 
 
None of the Gospels take many verses  

To describe the initial events 
And the details they did describe differed. 

 
But what becomes crystal clear is this:  
 
The empty tomb itself wasn't the ultimate proof  

That convinced them.  
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The empty tomb caused alarm, confusion, fear.  
 
It was a question mark, not an exclamation point. 
 
Instead, the unshakeable conviction  

Came from the personal encounters  
The disciples had with the Risen Christ  

 
The Apostle Paul summarizes this core testimony: 
 
1 Corinthians 15:5-8a (CEB) 
[Christ] appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve, and 
then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers 
and sisters at once... Then he appeared to James, then 
to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me... 
 
The Risen Lord, not the empty tomb  
 Convinced his followers of the Resurrection. 
~~ 
I have preached Easter sermons for over 25 years.  
 
I ponder how I might change up the Easter sermon 
 To try and make it more relevant to 

our world, our time, our context.  
 
But the reality is, the core truth hasn't changed. 

Christ died on Friday and rose on Sunday. Period. 
 
Certainly, our awareness of the darkness has increased. 
 
We live in a world saturated with stories of endings.  
 
We see all kinds of endings over and over on our screens 

Divisions in our communities 
 
Anxieties that sneak up and whisper in our ears 
 You are finite, this will all end. 
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We navigate illness, loss, and heartbreak.  
 
We are bombarded  

With the finality of things –  
Broken relationships, lost jobs, fading health 

The ultimate darkness of death itself. 
 
If the story of Jesus ended on Friday 

With his body hastily placed in a tomb 
 
It’d be just another tragic ending to a life well-lived  
 
A story of a good man crushed by the powers of the world.  
 
A story of failed hopes and dreams.  
 
His story might offer some good strong ethical teachings  

Maybe some spiritual inspiration 
But ultimately, it ends in darkness. 

 
 It mirrors the very endings  

We fear most in our own lives. 
 
Think about it:  
 
If there were no resurrection 

What power would this story hold  
Against the crushing weight of despair  

We sometimes feel?  
 
Not only about death, but also hope for the world? 
 
If death truly had the final word for Jesus 

What hope could there be for us?  
 
The cross shows the depth of God's love  

And the horror of sin 
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But without the empty tomb 
It's a love defeated 

A sacrifice that ends in darkness 
 
Not much hope in that! 
 
The story cannot end there.  
 
Because the Christian faith doesn't hinge  

On the death of Jesus 
But on what happens next. 

~~ 
D.L. Moody wrote  
 
It is the Resurrection that is the keystone of the arch on 
which our faith is supported.  
 
Or as William Neil put it,  
 
If the first Christians had not believed that Christ rose from 
the dead there would be no church and no New Testament. 
 
What happened on Sunday is the monumental moment  

When God ripped through the fabric of our reality 
Interrupting the predictable laws of nature 

 
And brought back to life  

Someone who was certifiably dead. 
 
Nothing fully captures  

The wildly, phenomenally, irrational, unscientific fact  
That God brought Jesus back from the dead. 

~~ 
Sometimes we try to use symbols 
 To make the case for Resurrection. 
 
The return of life in spring from the death of winter 

New birth all around us.  
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These are beautiful echoes, pointers towards renewal.  
 
But they all fall short.  
 
Because resurrection isn't just resuscitation  

Or springtime renewal.  
 
It's something entirely different.  
 
It's victory over the ultimate enemy.  
 
It is life on the other side of darkness. 
 
It is the power of the resurrection 

The fundamental proof  
That Jesus is who he claimed to be.  

 
It’s what finally shook the disciples’ fear and doubt 

Transforming them from confused followers  
Into bold witnesses.  

 
It was what convinced them Jesus was more than a prophet 

More than a healer 
More than a radical revolutionary. 

 
Resurrection is proof that Jesus  

Walked through the shadow of death  
And came out on the other side.  

 
The Easter story isn't a myth or a metaphor 

It's a declaration of fact:  
 
“Jesus is alive!” 
~~ 
The Resurrection is the power that shines a light  

On the other side of our darkness. 
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It gives courage  
When fear threatens to overwhelm us –  

 
The fear of our won future 

Fear for our loved ones’ well-being 
 Fear for the future of planet earth 

 
The Resurrection is what offers hope  

When despair murmurs that nothing will ever change  
That conflicts will never end 

That divisions are too deep to heal. 
 
The Resurrection gives comfort and strength  

In the face of loss and death itself. 
 
Jesus said it plainly: 
 
"I am the Resurrection and the life. He who believes in me 
will live even though he dies. And whoever lives and 
believes in me will never die." (John 11:25-26) 
~~ 
This past week in a small village near Judith’s hometown 
 52 people were slaughtered by a warring tribe 
  Bent on causing as much misery as they can. 
 
Whole families were killed 
 Including a family of eight. 
 
Children, as young as three and four, hacked to death. 
 
The absolute only thing that gives them any peace 
 As they try to move on with their lives 
  Is the story that took place on the first Easter Sunday. 
 
Nothing else. NOTHING ELSE! 
 
For they believe, we believe 

The final resting place is not a grave. 
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Just as the final resting place of Jesus was not the tomb. 
 
Our final destination  

Is eternal life in the presence of our loving Savior 
The Risen Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 
The One who has gone before us 

To the other side of darkness 
And promises to take us home. 

 
Remember his words: 
 
"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in 
me. In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so I 
would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back 
and take you to be with me that you also may be where I 
am." (John 14:1-3) 
 
This is the promise.  
 
This is the power.  
 
This is the hope that will pierce through  

Any darkness we face, today and always.  
 
This is the Resurrection. 
 
 
 
 


