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Luke 15:1-7 
God’s Pursuit: Who Is Seeking Whom? 

WRCoB 3.23.25 
 
Yam Sing, during his examination for baptism 
 Standing before his congregation 
  Was asked this question: 
 
“How did you find Jesus?” 

He replied: “I did not find Jesus. Jesus found me.” 
 
Which raises a theological question: 

Do WE come to Christ? 
  Or does CHRIST come to us? 
 
The truth is that many of us who are Christian 

Did not pursue Christ . . . instead . . . Christ pursued us.  
 
John Wesley calls this prevenient grace: 
  
God ‘s Holy Spirit touches us, awakening us  

Making us aware of God’s saving grace 
 
And then, we choose to follow him. 
 
John Calvin, father of the reformed church  

Affirms that the lost soul, dead in its sins 
Can never come to find God  

Without God first coming to them. 
~~ 
My personal experience bear witness to this truth 
 
Though I grew up in church and Sunday school 
 I never actually experienced God’s grace 

Until I was in my 30s. 
 
When, though I was not looking for Christ 
 Christ was looking for me . . . and found me! 
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The title of C. S. Lewis’ book, Surprised by Joy 
Described me on that day 

     Totally and wonderfully surprised by joy. 
 
David Whitten, at the age of 34 
 Was that lost sheep  
  Jesus had been relentlessly searching for. 
 
The last line in Amazing Grace says it all 
 
I once was lost but now am found. 
 
Today’s two parables affirm the truth 

That God pursues lost souls 
  And he won’t give up on anyone 
   Because he treasures each and every one. 
~~ 
To illustrate the point 

Jesus shares these two parables 
Responding to the Pharisees’ snide remarks 

  Concerning the company Jesus keeps. 
 
Jesus, you keep bad company. 
 
So, Jesus responds: 
  
Which one of you, having 100 sheep 
 And one turns up missing 

Will not leave the 99 
Search in the wilderness for the one? 

 
And when that sheep is found 
 Will not place that sheep on your shoulders 

Run home and tell your neighbors,  
“I found her, I found her! Celebrate with me!”? 

 
Which one of you would do that? 
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Or which one of you women when you’ve lost a coin 
Will turn your furniture upside down 

  Look under all your appliances 
   Rip up your carpets in search of that quarter? 
 
And then when you find it 
 You run outside shouting 

“I’ve found it, I found it, praise God I found it!” 
 
Which one of you will do that? 
 
The answer, of course, is that likely none of us would. 
 
None of us would risk the loss of 99 sheep 
 Left out in open country to find a single lost sheep. 
 
None of us would tear apart our houses 
 In order to find a quarter. 
 
None of us would feel so desperate 
 Searching for something we consider of little value. 
 
We’d count our losses and move on. 
 
I mean, they’re valuable but not that valuable 
 At least not in our eyes 
~~ 
But these stories aren’t about our reaction 
 To lost sheep or lost coins 
 
These parables express God’s reaction. 
   
God is the shepherd in search of the one lost sheep 

God is the woman in search of the one lost coin 
 
These stories reveal that God's love is incredible 

And that God sees extreme worth in every single person 
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For you dog-owners, here’s a relatable tale 
 A reminder that this is how God pursues us 
 
Philip Griffin tells the story of a lost dog poster 
 He saw nailed to a utility pole. 
 
There was a big cash reward for whoever found the lost dog. 
 
Here is the description of the dog: 
 
He’s only got three legs, he’s been blind in the left eye, he’s 
missing a right ear, his tail has been broken off, he was 
neutered accidently by a fence-ouch-he’s almost deaf, and 
he answers to the name Lucky. 
 
Just like Lucky, who has an owner who loves him 

And searches for him until he's found  
 
We’re all 'Lucky' because we have a God  

Who loves us relentlessly and searches for us  
Until we are found. 

~~ 
As C. S. Lewis, once an intellectual atheist 

Describes his conversion. 
 
You must picture me alone in that room at Magdalen, night 
after night, feeling, whenever my mind lifted even for a 
second from my work, the steady, unrelenting approach of 
Him whom I so earnestly desired not to meet.  
 
That which I greatly feared had at last come upon me. In the 
Trinity Term of 1929 I gave in, and admitted that God was 
God, and knelt and prayed: perhaps, that night, the most 
dejected and reluctant convert in all England" 
 
From the Garden of Eden to the Road in Damascus 
 God initiates every encounter. 
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When Adam and Eve hid from God 
It was God who, in the coolness of the evening 

  Came out in search of them. 
 
It was God who first came to Abraham 
 And told him to pack up and head to Canaan land 
  Where God would make him a great nation. 
 
It was God who came to Moses 
 And spoke to him from within the burning bush 
  To lead the Hebrew people out of slavery. 
 
It was God, the relentless pursuer 
 Who is seeking whom? 
 
It was God who came to Gideon 
 And told him to go in the strength he had 
  Save the Israelites from the Midianites. 
 
It was God who called Joseph of Nazareth 
 And explained to him 
  That Mary’ pregnancy is not what it looks like 
 
And it was God who called Mary 
 To be of courage even though she, a virgin 
  Was to conceive a son 
 
It was Jesus who called out to Peter and Andrew 
 And called out to James and John 
 
Called them to leave their boats 
 Follow him and become fishers of men. 
 
It was Jesus who called out to Matthew 
 From his shady tax collection business 

To leave everything and come and follow him. 
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And it was Jesus who pursued a man name Saul 
 Who, in his own description, was the worst sinner of all 
 
Pursued him on his way from Jerusalem to Damascus 

And struck him down with a light from heaven. 
 
It’s God’s relentless pursuit of sinners 
 That lost souls everywhere are saved! 
 
This is the God we worship 

A God who searches until he finds. 
 
And He’s not stopping until his kingdom reigns! 
~~ 
Like C. S. Lewis, I was “surprised by joy”. 
 
But I’m not the only one here who was lost and found. 
 
Each has a story of grace we could share 

Encounters with God we never expected. 
 
In that way, it’s not just about me and my God 
 It’s about us, collective stories. 
 
It’s about us and our God. 
 
That is what makes us the body of believers. 
 
And every time, someone is touched by Jesus 
 It is a cause for celebration. 
 
Jesus says the same thing as he closes our lesson today. 
 
Luke 15:7 CEB 
7 In the same way, I tell you, there will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who changes both heart and life 
than over ninety-nine righteous people who have no 
need to change their hearts and lives. 
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 Just as the shepherd called out to his neighbors 
 To come and celebrate with him 
 
God invites us to share the joy of seeing others 

Touched by grace.  
 
The kingdom rejoices when Christ finds a lost soul 
 And that same joy is meant to be shared  

With one another and in our faith communities. 
 
It gave me great joy when asked  
 To help in the baptisms of Shontell’s three grandsons! 
 
What a day to celebrate.  
~~ 
We’ve talked a lot about God finding broken people 
 But I want to ask now 
 
As people who follow in the way of Jesus 

Who is God calling us to seek? 
 
Who are the lost sheep in our families, 

Friends, workplaces 
Or in our communities? 

 
As a church, how can we be more intentional 
 About reaching out to those around us 
  Who are lost, lonely, forgotten, battered or beaten? 
 
How can we, as the West Richmond church 

Reflect that same relentless pursuit 
  That God has for every one? 
 
As the Visioning Team meets to discuss  

The future of WRCOB 
   
I would hope that along with figuring out how to survive 

That they might ask: how do we grow the kingdom? 
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We, as a church, have a mandate. 
 
It is crystal clear from the closing words 

Of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew 
 
Matthew 28:19-20 NIV 
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I 
am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
God pursued me! And he found me! 

And what a joy it is! 
 
Collectively, we are to called to mirror  

That same reckless and relentless search 
Holding everyone as worthy of God’s love 

 
Who, I ask, are the lost sheep in our lives 
 God is calling us to pursue? 
 
And as part of the Vision committee’s assignment 

Let’s include the answer to the question 
  How can we be a light in the growing darkness? 
 
How can we seek the lost, the broken, the spent? 
 
God’s pursuit: who is seeking whom? 
 
God is! 
 
And through us, God is still in the business of pursuing. 
 
And every time God finds a lost soul 
 The kingdom celebrates with great joy. 
 
To God be the glory.  


