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Luke 9:28-36 

Selective Hearing! 

WRCoB 3.2.25 

 

Now some of you may know 

I have been accused of having selective hearing. 

 

Yea, I know, me, right? 

 

What they mean, I think 

 Is that I tune out whatever they’re saying to me. 

 

But see, if you look up the definition of selective hearing 

 Yes, it includes the idea  

That we hear only what we want to hear 

 

It also means having the ability 

To focus on a single speaker in a noisy environment. 

 

They call it the “cocktail party effect” 

 You know, when you’re at a party 

  So many voices all talking at once 

  

Being able to single out that one voice  

Within the clamor of so many. 

 

The reality is that, it is true, I tune out a lot of voices 

I don’t know about you, but have to. 

 

There are so many voices  

That seek to grab your attention 

  That it truly does feel overwhelming 

 

And the need becomes greater 

To be selective about what we hear 
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But there is one voice above all the others 

 That we just have to listen to 

  If we’re going to make it through this life. 

 

And that’s the voice of Jesus. 

 

There is a reason the word “listen”  

Has the very same letters of the word “silent”. 

 

Listen = Silent 

~~ 

Today, we’re going to go up the mountain 

 Along with Peter, James, and John. 

 

We’ll follow Jesus up there. 

 

He’s going up to pray as he did so often 

  

He liked mountains. 

 

Amazingly, as he prayed 

Jesus lit up like the sun 

  His clothes flashed like lightening. 

 

I know, crazy, right? 

 

Two men show up . . . Moses and Elijah 

 The three of them together 

 

The whole atmosphere was charged 

 Like right before a thunderstorm 

  When electrical particles make your hair stand on end 

 

You ever see that? 
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Glory filled the air! 

    

What is really going on? 

 What does it all mean? 

  What is God trying to tell us? 

 

God was teaching us something 

 

You know what it was he was trying to teach us? 

 

Yep, that’s right 

Selective hearing 

  That ability to focus on only one voice. 

 

It’s right here, let’s read it. 

 

Luke 9:35 CEB 

Then a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, my 

chosen one. Listen to him!” 

 

And then something else happens. 

 

When Peter, James and John look again 

 Moses and Elijah were gone 

  And only Jesus remained 

 

That’s what God was trying to teach. 

 

Listen to Jesus, listen to him alone! 

~~ 

Now, do you think God whispered? 

 

No, God didn’t whisper 

 He shouted from the mountaintop  

“This is my beloved Son” 
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And then God said “Listen to him”  

And that, sisters and brothers, changes everything. 

 

Listen to Jesus 

Not Moses! Not Elijah, Jesus! 

 

Why? 

 Because Jesus is God’s Chosen One 

 

Because Jesus, is the way, the truth, and the life. 

 

Because Jesus is Lord and Savior. 

~~ 

Moses and Elijah, why them? 

 

Could it have been anyone else? 

I suppose it could have been. 

 

But it wasn’t . . . for a reason. 

 

Because, Moses and Elijah represent something more 

 Than just being two people from the Bible. 

 

Think back and consider some of Moses greatest work. 

 

That’s right, he led the people out of captivity 

 Isn’t that right? 

 

And yes, he led them through the wilderness 

 Oh yes, he did. 

 

And he climbed Mt Sinai, right? 

 

And he brought down, what did he bring down? 

 He brought down the 10 Commandments, the Law. 
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There’s why! 

 

Moses, represents the Law of the OT. 

 

Moses, he had his own mountain. 

 

Elijah did too. 

 

You see, Elijah climbed a mountain too. 

 

He climbed up the mountain and waited for God 

 

He wanted to do some selective hearing 

 Only wanting to hear God speak. 

 

A great wind came, but did Elijah hear God? 

No, he did not. 

 

An earthquake came and tore the place up 

 But did Elijah hear God’s voice? 

No, he did not! 

 

A fire came and burned up everything in sight 

 But how about God’s voice  

  Was it in the fire? 

It was not! 

 

And then things quieted down. 

 

Now that’s a good thing 

 

Because when it’s silent 

 We don’t have to put on our selective hearing 

  And listen to what God has to say. 
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In the silence, Elijah heard God loud and clear. 

 

If Moses represents the Law 

 What do you think Elijah represents? 

 

No, this isn’t a hearing aid commercial. 

 

Elijah points to the role of prophets in the Bible. 

 

You heard Jesus talk about the Law and the Prophets 

 

It was the Law and the Prophets  

That guided the people of Israel up to this point in time. 

 

They served their purpose. 

 

Now Jesus is alone. 

 

We are now to hear the voice of Jesus and his voice alone. 

~~ 

Now listening isn’t necessarily hearing, right? 

 

That’s the kind of selective hearing people accuse me of! 

. 

The kind of listening God is telling us to do 

 Is the kind of listening that ends in obedience. 

 

Think about it: When Momma says, "Are you listening?"  

She doesn't just mean "Are you hearing?" 

She means, "Are you going to do what I say!" 

 

The kind of listening God is telling us to do is this: 

 

It's doing what Jesus tells us to do. 
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Love your neighbor, forgive your enemies. 

Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, welcome the stranger 

Preach the gospel 

  

And do unto others as you would have them do unto you 

 

It's not just hearing on a Sunday morning 

 It's living it out all week long. 

~~ 

You know as well as I do 

There's a whole bunch of voices clamoring about. 

 

It is sometimes hard to hear the voice of Jesus alone. 

 

And when we lose track of his voice 

We get lost, we stumble, and we fall! 

 

Our "audio selectivity" turns to listening to other voices.  

And these other voices lead us astray. 

 

I'm telling you. 

 And you know this! 

 

The world is full of noise. 

 

Believe this, don't believe that. 

Do this, don’t do that!  

Whatever you do, it’s fine, no harm done. 

 

All these loud voices... yelling at us from social media 

From news channels, from friends and neighbors 

It gets crazy loud. 

 

So loud, you can't hear anything. 
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You better keep your selective hearing aids on 

 And its batteries charged 

 

Hear the voice of Jesus to guide you through this life. 

 

It is Jesus who can lead us to quiet and peace. 

 

Moses and Elijah... they were great men of God! 

 

But they were temporary. 

 

The glory of that moment was amazing...  

But it didn't last... it faded away. 

 

The holy cloud descended... and covered up everything... 

You couldn't see a blooming thing! 

 

But when it lifted... who was still standing there? 

 

Jesus alone! 

 

Jesus is still standing there. 

 

Why? 

 

Because Jesus is eternal. 

 

The Alpha and Omega 

 The Beginning and the End 

 

The One God tells us to listen to. 

 

Because Jesus alone is all you need. 

 

Seriously, when you're sick, He's the healer. 
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When you're lonely, He's the comforter. 

 

When you're lost, He's your guide. 

 

When the world tells you, you're not good enough 

Pretty enough 

Smart enough  

Talented enough 

Rich enough 

 

Jesus says, "I am all you need." 

 

Stop fooling around with earthly treasures... they don't last. 

 

Stop putting your trust in the things of this world 

They will ultimately fail you. 

 

Surrender it all to Jesus 

Give Him your heart, your strength, your soul, and mind. 

 

Make Jesus the center of your everything. 

~~ 

Another thing about selective hearing. 

 

Many times, what happens 

Is that we select what we want to hear  

 Not what is actually being said. 

 

In all of what Jesus said throughout his ministry 

 We tend to choose what we want to listen to 

  And block out what we don’t want to hear 

 

Am I right? 
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When I was interviewed for this position seven years ago 

I was asked by someone on the search committee 

If I take the Bible literally. 

 

You see, that's a trick question.  

 

It's designed to see whether you're liberal or conservative. 

 

This is how I answered it 

  And what I hope to live by? 

 

When it comes to the words of Jesus  

The very words spoken not about Jesus  

But words spoken by Jesus 

 

We have to take them literally. 

 

When He says "Love your enemies" 

We literally have to love our enemies. 

 

When He says "Forgive seventy times seven" 

Yes, we have to literally forgive, again and again. 

 

When He says "Feed the hungry, clothe the naked" 

Man, we have to literally do it. 

 

Now, that doesn't mean we ignore the context 

Or the nuances of language 

 Or the interpretation of his parables 

 

But it does mean 

We can't water down His commands  

To make them more comfortable. 

 

Heck, that’s selective hearing. 
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Am I right? 

 

We got to come down off that mountain now. 

 

But let’s not leave empty-handed!  

 

Let’s leave with the Word of God ringing in our ears.  

 

Listen to Him! To Jesus alone! 

 

Go out into the world and be witnesses for Jesus!  

 

Tell everybody you meet about the love of God! 

 

Let the world see Jesus in you.  

 

Let them hear Jesus in you! 

 

May God bless you, keep you,  

And like Jesus on the day of the Transfiguration 

 

May God make His face shine upon you! Amen!" 
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