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Luke 8:1-3 

Many Others 

WRCOB 2.23.25 

 

The image I got as a young boy in Sunday school 

Of Jesus and his followers 

  Was something like this: 

 

 
 

Jesus and 12 disciples wandering the countryside of Galilee 

 

But today, I challenge that image. 

 

We too often overlook the vital and radical role  

That women played in the ministry of Jesus 

 

What these women did challenges our assumptions 

 About who is included in God’s work. 

 

In our passage today 
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We encounter not only the 12 disciples 

 But “many others” including 

  Mary Magdalene, Johanna, and Susanna. 

 

 
 

Jesus attracted people from all walks of life. 

 

And there were a lot more than 12 followers! 

 

If we go back to chapter 6 

 We get a glimpse of what I’m talking about. 

 

Luke 6:13 CEB 

At daybreak, he called together his disciples. He chose 

twelve of them whom he called apostles: 

 

The other misnomer is that all his followers  

Were common village people 

 On the lower end of the order of social order. 

 

But in today’s lesson, we discover something else. 
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The question we want to ask today is 

Who were these women so vital to Jesus' ministry?  

~~ 

Luke records that Jesus traveled  

Through the countryside of Galilee 

Along with the Twelve  

 

And some women  

Who were healed of evil spirits and sickness. 

 

Among these women, Luke names three: 

Mary Magdalene, Johanna, Susanna 

 

They along with “many others” provided for the group 

 Out of their own resources. 

 

Wow! This is such an important verse in the Gospels 

 Giving us great insight  

Into the demographics of Jesus’ followers. 

~~ 

We’ve heard of Mary of Magdala. 

 

She is mentioned 12 times in the Gospels. 

 

Luke writes, Jesus drove seven demons out of her. 

 

Many earlier scholars assumed she was a prostitute 

But nowhere in Scripture confirms this.   

 

We know she was with Jesus throughout his ministry. 

 

She witnessed the crucifixion and the burial 

 And she was one of the first, if not the first  

To see the Risen Christ! 
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Like Mary Magdalene, Joanna is mentioned 

 As one who provided for the group. 

 

Joanna was the wife of Chuza 

 The CEB says he is the servant of King Herod Antipas. 

 

Now the translations really differ  

In the naming of Chuza’s occupation. 

 

The Greek word is 

 

Epitropos = servant, steward, official, business manger 

 

A big difference, isn’t it? 

 

Epitropos is the same word the Greek OT  

Translates as Daniel’s position to kings he served under  

 

Daniel was an official, second in command, to the king! 

 

If that be the case 

And Chuza was an official in the court of King Herod 

Joanna belonged to the Jewish upper class! 

 

Maybe she was even considered an aristocrat 

 Due to her husband’s position. 

 

She’d have substantial wealth and influence. 

 And her contribution to the welfare of others 

Would have been significant 

 

And here she was trekking across the countryside 

 With Jesus and his followers. 

 

Does her husband support what she’s doing? 
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We can only speculate. 

 

Imagine, though, the great sacrifice she made 

 To further the work of Jesus? 

 

Joanna is mentioned only once more in Scripture 

 When the women went to the tomb on Easter Sunday. 

 

Luke 24:10 CEB 

It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of 

James, and the other women with them who told these 

things to the apostles. 

~~ 

And finally, in our passage today 

Luke names Susanna 

 

She, too, was healed by Jesus 

And subsequently follows him as a disciple 

Providing also for the group. 

 

This is the only place Susanna is mentioned in the NT. 

~~ 

In our passage today these three women and many others 

 Provided for the group out of their own resources. 

 

Let’s look at this word, “provided” 

 

The Greek word here is:  

 

Diakoneo: “to serve”, “to wait”, “to minister to” 

 

It is where we get the English word, deacon. 

 

Deacons became an official position of the church 

 For those serving the practical needs of the people. 



6 

Though not official designations 

These women were, in fact, the first deacons. 

~~ 

Overall, we’re taught by our passage 

 That Jesus radically included anyone and everyone 

  No matter their race, gender or social class. 

 

The church, on the other hand  

Sometimes overlooked the gifts of women  

Deemed unworthy to lead or influence the church. 

 

Thy were overlooked in leadership positions  

In both church and society. 

 

But Jesus saw their incredible gifts and utilize them  

And calls us to do the same. 

~~ 

Sisters in faith, let me ask you 

How will you be remembered? 

 

Will your life be a testament to unwavering devotion 

Courageous action, and selfless service?  

 

These women, though separated from us  

By two thousand years, speak powerfully to us today.  

 

Their stories are not just historical accounts;  

They are living examples of what it means  

To be a faithful follower of Christ. 

~~ 

Take Mary Magdalene. 

 

Before Jesus found her, she was demon-possessed  
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Imagine the torment, isolation, and stigma  

She experienced as an outcast in society 

 

Jesus liberated her from her life of darkness 

And through her liberated spirit and grateful heart 

  She left everything to follow Jesus. 

 

What are the burdens women carry today? 

 

Many experience addictions 

 Abusive relationships 

  Expected societal norms 

   Anxiety and low self-esteem. 

 

But just as Christ did a marvelous thing with Mary M 

 Christ continues to do marvelous things today 

 

Consider Margaret.  

 

Growing up in a broken family 

Running away at 16 

Becoming addicted to crack 

   Abused by her pimp, and homeless. 

 

She was led to Christ  

Through someone who ran a homeless shelter. 

  

She now runs her own homeless shelter 

 And leads a weekly Bible studies 

For abused, addicted women. 

~~ 

Or take Joanna 

 

Joanna, lived a privileged life 

 Her husband a well-respected officer to the king. 
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She had everything she needed in life 

 But she lacked meaning and purpose. 

 

Jesus came into her life 

 And she gave it all up to pursue Jesus. 

Using her resources for the purpose of his ministry 

 

Who would give up their privileged life to follow Jesus? 

 

Wilma Bittinger Waybright did. 

 

Born into the comfortable but modest home 

 Of her parents, John and Cora Bittinger 

 

She married Noah Waybright 

 And would have been content to live the life 

  Of a wife and mother on their farm in West Virginia. 

 

But the church called her to ministry and she answered  

 

She was licensed to the ministry in 1930 at the age of 29  

Just beginning her motherly duties 

  At a time, the church frowned upon women pastors.  

 

Consequently, because of her call 

 She had to juggle her roles as wife, mother, and pastor 

 

She served many congregations 

In the hollows and hills of West Virginia for 30 years. 

 

Due to the stigma of being a woman 

The church did not ordain her  

Until 30 years later in 1960 
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She set the responsibilities of her traditional roles aside 

 To serve the Lord and her church 

  Bucking the patriarchal societal norms 

~~ 

And what about Susanna? 

 

She, like the other women 

Generously gave of her resources  

To support Jesus and his disciples. 

 

The thing about Susanna wasn’t only  

That she helped provide for the needs of the others 

 

She could have done that simply by sending a check 

 Or placing an extra $20 in the offering plate. 

 

She left the comforts of home 

 To cook over open fires and sleep upon the hard ground.  

 

She carried the spirit of diakonia 

 Serving faithfully the practical needs of the group. 

 

We only know her name 

 But she will be remembered down through the ages 

  As a faithful follower of Jesus. 

~~ 

Ann, Carol, Sandy and Vanessa 

 Along with Ken and Mike 

  Showed the spirit of diakonia much as Susanna did. 

 

Yes, they could have simply sent a check  

 Or placed an extra $20 in the plate 

 

But they chose to go in person to help those 

 Affected by the 2022 floods in Kentucky. 
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Did they have to? No! 

 

They were called to 

 Out of a spirit of compassion 

  Stemming from their heartfelt love for humanity. 

  

Women of faith, you inspire us!  

 

All of you may be thinking:  

 

Oh, I'm not as strong as Mary.  

I don't have the influence of Joanna.  

I don't have time to serve like Susanna. 

 

But think back to the women who followed Jesus in Luke.  

 

They did what they knew they could do 

 

They served.  

 

You remember the Greek word for serve? 

 

diakonea 

 

Even though we do not have a deacon body 

 In this congregation 

 

So many of you serve as deacons  

Quietly for years without any acknowledgement.  

 

Know this: Jesus sees your dedication 

The church sees it too. 

 

And we appreciate all the hard work done here at WRCoB 

 By you faithful women, our sisters in Christ. 
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So, let us all be challenged by the faithful response  

Of the women in this passage 

  And make it a point to provide for those in need 

 

Whether it be to contribute to our literacy drive 

 Volunteer at Liberation Veteran’s Service 

  Or at Feed More 

 

We might consider the upcoming August disaster work camp 

 

In the final analysis  

How will you be remembered? 

 

You may not have your names inscribed in scripture.  

 

But your actions will be written on the hearts  

Of those you have served 

 To the glory of God and our neighbors’ good. 

 

 

 

 


