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A rabbi friend once told Joseph Yoo
That rabbis measure how much their students know
Not by the answers they give
But by the questions they ask.

He said that in earlier days
A rabbi would ask a question and the student
Instead of giving an answer like we’re taught to do
Would respond with a question of their own.

This helped the teacher gauge
The student's depth of understanding.

Maybe the rabbis got this from Jesus?

The rich man asked Jesus
“‘What is the greatest commandment?”

And Jesus answered him
“‘What do you say is the greatest commandment?”

Another time, a legal expert asked Jesus
“‘What must | do to inherit eternal Life?”

And Jesus replied
“‘What is written in the law? How do you interpret it?”

Jesus understood that responding with difficult questions
Helped the questioner explore the complexities of faith.

Many questions originate out of inquisitiveness.
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Others are generated out of doubt or skepticism.

Without facing challenging questions
One may never come to a deeper understanding of God

~—~

John the Baptist, in our story today, asks a question

Strangely it seems to come from a sense of doubt
Wondering if Jesus was really who they waited for.

But first, let’s look at the context of our lesson.
Back in Luke, chapter 3
Following Jesus’ baptism by John

Herod the Ruler imprisoned John
For his sharp criticism of Herod’s marriage
To his brother’s former wife, Herodias.

Consequently, John remained in jail for the rest of his life

After hearing from his disciples
All that Jesus was up to
It must have caused John to ponder.

And so, one day, he asked two of his disciples
To go to Jesus and ask him a question.

John who proclaimed One was coming
That he himself wasn’t worthy
To even loosen the straps of his sandals

John, the Baptizer, who witnessed
The outpouring of God’s Spirit on Jesus
As he came up out of the water of baptism.
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John the Prophet who spoke with power and confidence
Concerning Jesus as the Messaih

To this?

Luke 7:20b “Are you the one who is coming, or should
we look for someone else?”

Why would John question Jesus?
Well, a few hard knocks in life
Can turn the most dedicated of believers
Into doubters and skeptics.
You or | should give pause and ask
“Does John know that all he is going through
Is worth the persecution?”
If | were John, imprisoned by a hostile regime
Pining away in a prison cell
Enduring the guards’ harsh treatments.

| too might ask, “what if 'm wrong?”

What if everything John had preached and sacrificed
Was built on the wrong foundation

What if John was wrong about Jesus?

Because if this Jesus wasn’t the one
All of his efforts and sacrifice was for naught.

And if he wasn’t the Messiah, who was Jesus?



And so, he asked two of his disciples
To go and ask Jesus if he was the one they expected
Or should they wait for another?

In defense of John, the news from outside the prison
Showed Jesus as someone other
Than the Messiah they expected.

What they expected was a political and military leader
Who would sweep the Roman occupiers off their feet
With one swipe of his sword of justice.

They expected a liberator, a judge, a fiery prophet.

But instead, what he heard was
That Jesus ate with sinners and tax collectors
Healed on the Sabbath
And offered peace, mercy and wh.

How could he be the one?
Questions can be used to challenge misperceptions.

“Jesus, this is what we expected of a Messiah
You’re acting different. What are we to think?

Jesus doesn’t answer John with a simple yes or no.

Jesus tells John’s disciples to go back to John
And tell him what they have seen with their own eyes

Luke 7:21-23 CEV Those who were blind are able to see.
Those who were crippled now walk. People with skin
diseases are cleansed. Those who were deaf now hear.



Those who were dead are raised up and good news is
preached to the poor.

These weren't just random acts of kindness?
These are fulfillments of Old Testament prophecies!

Isaiah foretold that when the Messiah came
The blind would see, the deaf would hear
And the lame would leap like deer.

Jesus was not telling but showing John
That he was the One bringing God's kingdom to earth.

Let Doubting John hear what Jesus has done
Not what he says he’ll do

After the disciples left, Jesus turned to the crowds and asked
Luke 7:24b-27 NIV

24b “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A
reed swayed by the wind? 2%2If not, what did you go out
to see? A man dressed in fine clothes?

26 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell
you, and more than a prophet. 2’ This is the one about
whom it is written: “‘l will send my messenger ahead of
you, who will prepare the way before you.’

Describing John as the forerunner to the Messiah
Using deep probing questions as he was prone to do
And without actually saying that he was the Messiah



Jesus puts the question to rest
Much to the satisfaction of the crowds
Much to the disgust of the Pharisees.

You ask why the Pharisees were disgusted?

They were the religious leaders of the day
Dedicated to upholding God's law.

They had a very specific idea
Of what the Messiah should be like
And Jesus wasn’t acting accordingly.

Jesus, with his focus
On compassion, forgiveness, and healing
Didn't fit their preconceptions.

He challenged their power and authority
And their understanding of God.

Besides that, looked at the company Jesus hung out with?
The Gospel of John never informs us
Whether John ever heard back from his disciples.

We don't know if they got back to the prison in time
Or if John's doubts went to the grave with him.

For John was beheaded by Herod
At the request of Herodias’ daughter
And served on a silver platter at a dinner party.

However, we can see from our perspective today
And testify, that, yes John, Jesus was the one
The Christ, the One you’'d been expecting.
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Oris he?

—~—~

Faith is like that sometimes
Riddled with doubt, skepticism
And many, many questions.
| confess to having questions of faith.

Even ministers don’t have all the answers
Although some like to think they do.

| am, though, constantly in pursuit of truth and knowledge

Some of my questions come from a thirst for knowledge
Others come from a place of doubt.

You and | grew up in the age of scientific discovery
Where proof of something is found in the evidence.

An age where it’s hard to fathom
The sun’s shadow moving backwards on a sundial
As in Isaiah 38:8

Or that God created the heavens and earth in six days
As recorded in Genesis.

Or that Jesus raised Lazarus to life
After being dead four days as in John 11

Or that God raised Jesus from the dead in 3.
It is hard to believe.

But having doubts isn’t the same as unbelief.



Doubt is not the opposite of faith
They are not mutually exclusive.

Doubt can be the seed of faith.
A useful tool prompting further conversation and study
And eventually, a deeper faith.

People joked at my Thursday’s Bible study outline
Saying it was just a list of questions.

What better way to challenge ourselves?
| will say; however, doubt isn’t always a path to deeper faith.
For some, doubt can lead to disillusionment and disbelief.

But for those willing to wrestle with their doubts
To seek answers to their questions

And to remain open to the leading of the Spirit
Doubt can be a great catalyst for growth.

People of great faith often suffer bouts of great doubt
C. S. Lewis experienced doubt after his beloved wife passed
And then wrote his beautiful book entitled
“A Grief Observed”.
Paul Tillich, argued that doubt can be a positive force
Pushing individuals to examine their beliefs more deeply
And strengthen their understanding of faith.

| encourage us to embrace our doubts and questions.

Don't be afraid to admit them and wrestle with them.
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| believe the Bible has more tolerance for doubters
Than many churches have.

Seek out answers in Scripture, in prayer
And in conversation with trusted friends.

And remember, God is big enough to handle our questions.
The story of Doubting John reminds us
That it is okay to doubt as doubt can lead us

Closer to the heart of God.

So, let’s not measure faith by the question, “Who is Jesus?”
By simply replying, "He’s Lord and Savior."

Let us measure our faith by the question, “Who is Jesus?”
By asking, “How is Jesus, Lord?”
“Why is Jesus, Lord?”

“‘How should we respond to his Lordship?”

For it is in the asking
We might better understand Jesus

Because Jesus himself will one day ask us

"And who do you say | am?"

As the rabbi taught us in our opening thought
True understanding comes not

From knowing all the answers

But from asking the right questions
That will lead us to a deeper truth.



