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Luke 7:1-10 

The Power of Proxy 

WRCoB 2.9.25 

 

Proxy is a word not usually associated with Scripture.  

 

We usually encounter it in other settings:  

As in proxy voting, or a medical proxy 

Or proxy as in power of attorney.  

 

It essentially means acting on behalf of someone else. 

 

For instance: 

 

A proxy allows someone to vote in your place at a meeting. 

 

A medical proxy empowers a loved one  

To make healthcare decisions if you're unable to. 

 

If you remember, the Tolberts came to the church  

 And helped many of us to do just that: 

   

To be proxies for each other 

 Legally written up in wills and advance directives. 

 

A 'proxy' is an agent, so to speak 

Who has been authorized to act for another.  

 

And that's exactly what we see in today's story 

A very unlikely candidate acting as a proxy  

For someone even more unexpected. 

~~ 

The centurion, in our story, was a Roman officer 

 Who commanded a group of 100 soldiers.  
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He had power and authority over many men. 

  

His servant, who was most likely more like a slave  

Had no power and authority. 

 

He was considered more like the property of the centurion. 

 

And so, it was highly unusual, maybe even shocking 

For a Roman centurion  

To be that concerned about his Jewish servant. 

 

But he was. 

 

His servant was ill and close to death 

 And the Roman centurion was beside himself 

  With worry and grief 

   Wringing his hands and pacing the floor. 

 

Hearing that Jesus had come to town 

 The centurion presumed he wouldn’t be welcomed 

  By Jesus and his disciples 

 

So, he appealed to the Jewish elders 

Knowing his own presence might be a hinderance 

   

The elders went and pleaded on the centurion’s behalf 

  

Luke 7:4-5 NLT 
4 So they earnestly begged Jesus to help the man. “If 

anyone deserves your help, he does,” they said, 5 “for 

he loves the Jewish people and even built a synagogue 

for us.” 

   

Jesus went with the Jewish elder 

To the house of the centurion. 
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Along the way to the house 

 Friends of the centurion intercepted Jesus, saying. 

 

Luke 7:6b-7 NRSV 
6b “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to 

have you come under my roof; 7 therefore I did not 

presume to come to you. But only speak the word, and 

let my servant be healed. 

 

Luke 7:9 CEB 
9 When Jesus heard these words, he was impressed with 

the centurion. He turned to the crowd following him and 

said, “I tell you, even in Israel I haven’t found faith like 

this.” 

 

As the friends of the centurion returned to his home 

 They discovered the servant restored to health. 

~~ 

The centurion was an occupier  

Of the Jewish state of Palestine. 

 

He was not well liked by the people in Capernaum. 

 

But this soldier stood in proxy to his Jewish servant 

 Who was too sick to get help on his own. 

 

It reminds me of another story Jesus taught 

The story of the Good Samaritan. 

 

The Good Samaritan did not wield political power 

 Like the Roman centurion 

 

But he did possess the financial resources 

 To help a Jew who had been beaten and robbed. 
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He had a donkey, and oil, and wine 

And the means to pay for the bill at the inn. 

 

Like our Roman Centurion 

Both he and the Good Samaritan  

Crossed boundaries by standing as proxy 

 

The boundary of ethnicity  

A Samaritan helping a Jew 

 

The boundary of religion:  

Samaritans and Jews practiced faith differently. 

 

And they both crossed the boundary of social status. 

 

Both of their actions were visible proof 

 Of a love and compassion for all of humanity. 

    

That kind of faith, according to Jesus 

Hadn’t been displayed in all of Israel. 

 

Hmmm!  

 

That what Jesus looked for in the Jewish faith 

 And couldn’t find 

He found in the most unexpected place, a centurion. 

~~ 

Examples of proxy, like the Roman centurion 

 Often entails an imbalance of power and resources. 

 

Often we see that the proxy has more influence and sway 

Than the person they are seeking to help. 

 

A medical power of attorney allows a loved one  

To act as a proxy  
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Speaking on behalf of someone  

Unable to speak for themselves. 

 

A proxy, then, is a voice for the voiceless. 

 

They represent someone who can’t represent themselves. 

 

A proxy requires goes beyond self-interests 

 Steps out of comfort zones 

  Challenges social norms 

   And builds bridges instead of barriers. 

 

In the examples of the Roman centurion 

 And the Good Samaritan 

  Society would have found their actions unusual 

   And unacceptable. 

 

The soldier’s counterparts would see his behavior 

 As unbecoming a Roman soldier 

 

The Good Samaritan stopped to help a stranger in need 

 Despite the present danger of being harmed himself 

  And the hatred between the two ethnic groups 

 

Both of their actions were visible proof  

Of a deep, inner love for humanity. 

 

We might be somewhat surprised  

To see love and faith at work 

 In two people we’d label as nonbelievers. 

~~ 

We must not forget that Jesus himself 

 Served as proxy on our behalf. 

 

He took all the things wrong with the world upon himself. 
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Separated from God by our own waywardness 

 Jesus stepped in, bearing the weight of our burdens 

  Of our wrongdoings, of our selfish behaviors 

   Placing them up himself, as Paul says 

 

2 Corinthians 5:21 NLT 
21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the 

offering for our sin,[a] so that we could be made right 

with God through Christ. 

~~ 

Just as the Roman centurion  

Stood proxy for his Jewish servant 

 The church is called to do the same. 

 

We are to be proxy representing  

And advocating for the needs of the most vulnerable— 

 

The homeless 

The refugees  

The victims of abuse  

The elderly, the marginalized— 

Throughout our cities and society. 

 

We are to be the voice and support for people 

 Who may not or cannot speak for themselves. 

 

By doing so, we mirror the teachings  

Found throughout the Old and New Testaments— 

 

From Leviticus's call to care for the foreigner  

To Proverbs’ command to speak  

For those who cannot speak for themselves  

 

We mirror especially the teachings of Jesus. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%205%3A21&version=NRSVUE;CEV;NLT;NIV;CEB#fen-NLT-28859a
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This isn't just a suggestion; it's a biblical mandate!  

 

Scripture emphasizes the need to care for the poor 

The sick, the widowed, the orphaned, and the stranger. 

 

It is a core tenet of the Christian faith. 

~~ 

Even prayer is proxy!  

 

Anytime you pray for someone other than yourself  

You stand proxy on their behalf 

Lifting their needs unto God.  

 

Intercessory prayer is proxy for others. 

 

We pray for those with specific needs 

 For health 

  For salvation 

   For wholeness and well-being. 

 

But it doesn't stop there:  

 

Intercessory prayer should compel us to action.  

 

We shouldn't just pray for the hungry; we should feed them.  

 

We shouldn't just pray for the homeless 

We should house them 

 

We shouldn’t just pray for the lonely 

 We should visit them 

  Sit with them 

   And just be with them. 

 

That’s why we list people who need prayers in the bulletin 
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There is power in proxy. 

~~ 

Many people this past week stood in proxy 

 For one of our own 

 

She was hospitalized this past Wednesday  

 With pneumonia and flu 

   

These sisters proxied on her behalf 

Because she has no family close 

  And she needed someone to stand in as an advocate 

 

They sat by her bedside for hours. 

 

They proxied for her in action and in prayer. 

~~ 

As we reflect on the Roman centurion’s inspiring action 

 I challenge each of us to go and find your “servant” 

 

That person in your life, in your community 

Who needs an advocate 

  Who needs someone to stand in for them. 

 

Is there one thing we can to this coming week 

 However small it might be 

  To act as proxy for someone? 

 

Because the story of the Centurion and the Good Samaritan 

And above all, the sacrifice of Jesus  

Gives us a glimpse of God's Kingdom 

 

A kingdom where compassion trumps prejudice 

Where love conquers hate 

And where the powerful use their strength  

To lift up the weak.  
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We might think that God’s kingdom is nowhere in sight 

 Some distant dream 

  Some utopian pipedream 

 

It’s a reality we can help to create right here, right now 

Within our own lives 

  Our own communities. 

 

Every act of proxy 

 Every act of kindness 

  Every act of justice 

   Is a step closer to the kingdom. 

 

A sign of God’s agape love breaking in 

 Like rays of light through the clouds 

 

Let’s go forth and use the power afforded us as proxies.  

 

Let us help to bring healing, hope, and justice to all.  

 

Let us build a world where every voice is heard, 

Where every person is valued 

And where everyone is loved.  

 

Matthew 25:40 KJV 
40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I 

say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of 

the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

 

Amen. 

 

. 
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