Luke 5:1-11
Who Signed Me Up For This?
WRCOB 1.26.25

Wanda Vassallo, of Dallas Texas.
Had a friend who taught first grade.

On the first day of school
A student named Ryan arrived.

Now Ryan, had graduated from Kindergarten
And was accustomed to going home at noon.

So, at 12 noon
He gathered his things to leave for home.

The other students headed to the cafeteria.
The teacher asked Ryan, “where are you going?”
“I'm going home,” he replied.

The teacher explained to him
That now he was in the first grade
He had to stay the whole day.

“You go eat lunch now,” the teacher said.
“And then you come back to the room
And do some more work before you go home.’

Ryan looked at her as if she was kidding.

When he realized she wasn'’t kidding
Ryan put his hands on his hips and said
“Who signed me up for THIS?”
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| felt a little like Ryan
The first year out of high school.

| skipped college
And was working construction that first summer.

But during the cold winter months
| had to get a job working in a factory.

| worked with a man who started working there
After he got out of the military following WWII.

| reflected to myself, this could be me in 45 years.

| wanted to ask Ryan’s question
“Who signed me up for THIS?”

| wonder if the first disciples asked that question
After leaving their jobs as commercial fishermen
And went and followed Jesus.

Today, we look to the subject of Christian vocation

—~—~

Jesus began his ministry
Traveling through Galilee
Hitting towns like Nazareth and Capernaum.

He preached, he taught, and he healed as he went

Just before today’s passage
Jesus healed Simon Peter’'s mother-in-law.

Today, Jesus is preaching on the shores
Of the Sea of Galilee.



The passage calls the Sea of Galilee, Lake Gennesaret
But it's the same body of water.

So large a large crowd had gathered
That it forced Jesus into a boat
And out a little from shore.

It was Simon Peter’s boat.

After he finished preaching
He told Simon Peter to go out in deeper water
And drop the nets.

But Simon protested,
“Teacher, we've been out all night
And haven’t caught a thing
But because you say so, I'll do it.”

They caught so much fish
He needed James and John to come and assist him.

Seeing this miraculous catch of fish
It struck Peter that Jesus was something more
Than a prophet and faith-healer

So struck by Jesus
He dropped to his knees in humble recognition.

We close the story with Jesus’ call on them
To fish for people.

And with that the four fishermen
Peter, Andrew, James and John
Pulled their boats onto shore and left everything
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Here are four rational hard-working men
Making a very irrational move
Just when they finally get a decent catch

Just when things were going their way
Finally catching up on some bills

Maybe even being able to put a down payment
On that sleek, new boat down at the Galilee Marina

What do they do instead?

They drop everything to follow Jesus!

—_~—~

Our story today is a story differentiating
Between a job and a vocation.

It goes something like this.

These four men were commercial fishermen.
Fishing was their job, their career.

Their fathers and fathers before them
Taught them their trade.

There was never a question after high school
That they wouldn’t ply the trade
Their ancestors had plied for generations.

But here they are
Thousands of pounds of fish in the boat
Only to leave it all after hearing the call.

Did their wives and children ask
“Who signed us up for THIS?”
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Back in that factory job | took out of high school.
It had been a nasty winter
And one Friday after snowing the night before
And barely getting to work myself.
| was asked by the higher-ups
If I would drive halfway across the state of lllinois
To pick up the paychecks for that week

The main offices said they would not send a driver out
In those conditions.

So, the factory | worked at asked me.

And so, there | was driving across the state
In a snowstorm to get our paychecks asking myself

“Who signed me up for THIS?”
And so, what is with the disciples in our passage?

Why would they react that way?

What we see is four men leaving their jobs
To answer the call to vocation.

The word vocation comes from the Latin word
vocare, to call.
Vocabulary and voice, all come from vocare.

Vocation, then, means the work God calls you to.
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It would be an easy thing
If we knew which voice was God’s voice
In the multitude of voices in our lives.

Is it God'’s voice?
Is it my ego?
Or is it the voice of my parents’ expectations

Frederick Buechner explains how we might discern
God’s call to vocation.

There are two criteria for determining vocation

The kind of work God usually calls you to
a) is the kind of work that you need most to do and
b) that the world most needs to have done.

For Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John
Jesus called them from their jobs to their vocations.
We loosely interchange
The words job, career, and vocation
As if they mean the same thing.

But they really have different meanings.
Ajobis a job
A way to earn a living
A way to get a paycheck on Friday night.
Career is a step up from a job
Career is another word that comes from the Latin

It literally means
Career = Cart.



It is a job that requires training
Whether it is medical school or welding school
Graduate school or community college.

\~/;cation is something different again.
It is what God calls us to.
It might be a job, it might be a career
The distinction is that God calling us to it.
| have had a pile of jobs in my life

But it wasn’t until | entered ministry

That | found my vocation.

Now, a job and a vocation might be the same thing
As in my job as a minister

But it doesn’t have to be.

We can have a job or career that we do
And God calls us to do something for vocation.

My Grandpa was a farmer
That was his job and career.

He loved it.

But his vocation was a minister.
It is what God called him to.

The other way is also possible
We can be highly-trained professional people
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With splendid careers
And miss the call to our vocation.

—~—~

A great example of this is the life of Albert Schweitzer.

Schweitzer was born in 1875 in France
To Lutheran parents, his father a Lutheran pastor.

He studied theology and music at the university
And became a world-renowned concert organist.

But at the age of 30, he heard God’s call to vocation.

He returned to school and studied medicine
And became a medical doctor.

He and his wife, Helene
Started a hospital in Gabon in central Africa.

They lived and worked there for the rest of their lives
From 1913 until his death in 1965 (52 years)
Doing what God called him to do.



God| “As you look at your own jobs and careers, have
you considered what God has called you to? And is that
different than the job you are in?” called Dr Sweitzer to
a highly-trained profession.

But God doesn’t call everyone to these kinds of careers

Take for example Fannie Lou Hamer

She worked as a sharecropper
But her vocation was the Civil Rights Movement.

She was one of the people who organized
The Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party.

Hamer risked her life and livelihood
To advocate for the rights of African Americans.

She became well known for her public speaking
And powerful singing.

Her job was farming
Her vocation was advocacy.



And so, whether your job is an electrician, nurse
Doctor, teacher, truck driver, police officer
Farmer, factory-worker or pastor.

If God has called you to it
It is not only a job or a career
It is your vocation.

Be the best electrician, the best nurse
The best doctor, teacher, truck driver
And police officer you can be

| am sure there were multiple occasions
When Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John
And the rest of the disciples and followers

Multiple occasions when you and |
Felt the same as Ryan on his first day of 1% grade.

But when God calls, God provides.
It has been said that
God does not call the qualified.
God qualifies the called.
In the early 90s
| went from milking cows for a living
To serve as a missionary in Nigeria.

Was | qualified, are you kidding?

But you see, our calling isn’t about our strength
It's about God’s power.
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We will never be content
Until we discern God'’s call
And identify the purpose
For which we have been called.

As you look at your own jobs and careers
Have you considered what God has called you to?

Is that different than the job you are in?”
What is it?
Serving in the leadership of the church?
Taking mission trips to Haiti?
Working for Disaster Ministries?
Teaching Sunday school?
Caring for a sick relative?

Or, is God calling you now to your vocation
But you're unsure if it's God'’s voice you hear?

If so...”
Here’s how you tell.
The place God calls you to is the place where your deep

gladness and the world's deep hunger meet (Frederick
Buechner).
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