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Jeremy Basset tells the story
Of his five-year-old niece, Olivia
And her best friend Claire
Who were in a Nativity play at church.

Claire was playing Mary
And Olivia was playing an angel.

Before the show, a very young boy
Was going around the dressing room asking kids
“'m a sheep, what are you?”

Each child responded politely, including Olivia
Who proudly declared that she was an angel.

The boy then turned to Claire
Who was still struggling with her costume
And repeated the question:

“I'm a sheep, what are you?”
Claire simply said, “I'm Mary.”

Realizing he was face to face with the star of the show
He felt a little intimidated.

And with all the seriousness of a five-year-old

He said to Claire, “You know, it's hard being a sheep.”
And Claire responded back

“‘Well, you know it’s not easy being a virgin either!”

Just like Claire, facing the seriousness of being Mary
We, too, sense something very powerful in the story.
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A profound truth, an impossible reality
That Mary bore a son
She, a human mother and God, the divine father.

The birth of Jesus Christ, son of man, Son of God
Is a paradox, pure and simple!

Because as we understand it
It's impossible for a person to become God
Or for God to become a person.

But this is precisely Christianity’s claim!
That God entered earthly existence in the form of a baby.

Something we call the Incarnation!
For we believe nothing is impossible with God!
The fourth century church father, St Augustine
Wrote of the incongruity of the Incarnation

He so loved us that, for our sake
He was made man in time although through him
All time was made.
He was made man, who made man.
He was created of a mother whom he created.
He was carried by hands that he formed.
He cried in the manger in wordless infancy, he the Word,
without whom all human eloquence is mute.

Strange isn’t it?
That God would do such a thing?
| mean think about it.

For many, this is so blasphemous,
So irreverent, so sacrilegious,
That it falls into the category of absurd:
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This ordinary event
That took place in an ordinary town
By an ordinary young woman
From an ordinary past.

It wouldn’t have made the Bethlehem evening news.

But through all this everyday ordinariness
An extraordinary thing occurred
That forever changed the course of history.

The Incarnation, the birth of Jesus
Is foundational to redemption.

Without God becoming human
There could be no atoning sacrifice
No victory over death.

So, while we often focus on the cross
We must remember that the birth
Is the first step in God’s plan to redeem us.

We must not separate the cross from the crib.

For in the Incarnation, God bridges the gap
Between spirit and physical
Heaven and earth
Life and death.

It is in this bridging that we find hope.

This Incarnation event was envisioned by OT prophets
Isaiah 7:14 CEB

¥ Therefore, the Lord will give you a sign. The young

woman is pregnant and is about to give birth to a son,
and she will name him Immanuel.



Micah 5:2 CEV

2Bethlehem Ephrath,

you are one of the smallest towns
in the nation of Judah.

But the Lord will choose

one of your people
to rule the nation—

someone whose family
goes back to ancient times.

Isaiah 9:6 CEB

6A child is born to us, ason is given to us,
and authority will be on his shoulders.
He will be name, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

The birth of Jesus marked a pivotal turning point in history
Setting in motion a chain of events that ultimately led
To the redemption of humanity.

It's a simple story as stories go.
A young virgin named Mary becomes pregnant.

Rather than break off his betrothal with her
Joseph trusting in a dream,
That she was conceived through the Holy Spirit
Continues their plans for marriage.

They go to Bethlehem
To register for a population census.

And while there she gives birth
In a stable because there was no room at the inn.

They name the baby, Jesus
Which Gabriel gave to Joseph
Which, in Aramaic, means “Savior!”
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The Messiah’s entrance into the world is counterintuitive
It goes against commonsense.

If | were God and would want to enter the physical world
I'd want to come with a bit more pomp and circumstance.

| mean, have you ever wondered why the event
Was so covered over with mundanity?

One interesting view of why God chose
To enter our world the way he did,
Is that of Theodotus of Ancyra, of the 4™ century.

The Lord of all comes as a slave amidst poverty. The hunter
has no wish to startle his prey. Choosing for his birthplace an
unknown village inn in a remote province. He is born of a
poor maiden and accepts all that poverty implies for he
hopes by stealth to ensnare and save us.

God sneaks into our lives in a way that befuddles us
In poverty, at night, in a stable
Through a couple of nobodies.

Is that how things of the Spirit come into our own presence
With stealth?

Jesus himself said he would return like a thief in the night

If he had been born to high rank and amidst luxury,
unbelievers would have said the world had been transformed
by wealth.

If he had chosen as his birthplace the great city of Rome,
they would have thought the transformation had been
brought about by civil power.

Suppose he had been the son of an emperor? They would
have said: "How useful it is to be powerful!"
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Imagine him the son of a senator. It would have been: "Look
what can be accomplished by legislation!"

But in fact, what did he do? He chose surroundings that
were poor and simple, so ordinary as to be almost unnoticed
so that people would know it was the Godhead alone that
had changed the world.

| mean, think about it.
How different would it be if that birth never took place?

For billions of people since that birth took place
Have had a new way of understanding life
And a new way of living that life!

People have been so caught up by the simple story
So caught up in the message he shared
The life he lived and the death he died

That it has changed the course of history.
The birth of Jesus Christ is a divine contradiction.

Because it's seemingly impossible to believe
God would come into our human condition
In the form of a helpless babe!

But the angel Gabriel, said it right, when he said,

Nothing is impossible with God!
Fred Craddock preached a sermon on this text
And he entitled the sermon
“Nothing is impossible with God.”

He said the title is a preacher’s delight
Because it doesn’t need any context.
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You can go with it anywhere you’d like
It is able to stand alone.

Because it is true
Anywhere and anyhow you say it.

Nothing is impossible with God

It is like a proverb;
“It's better to be safe than sorry
When life give you lemons . . ..”

Craddock says you can write it
With Crayola in every orphanage

You can embroider it on a pillow in every nursing home.
It is the truth. Nothing is impossible with God.

And then he tells this story.

He pastored a church up in the hills of Tennessee.

A logger who had worked the timber in the mountains
Was killed in a logging accident
Leaving behind a widow and three little girls.

She dressed those little girls, they always looked clean, their
hair was shiny; and they looked happy running down the
road from their little cabin to catch the bus. They wore their
little cotton dresses, always clean and pressed.

Ruby got a check every month for $147. | said, “Ruby, you
can’t do it.” And she said, “I'm going to be here when those
kids go to school, and I'm going to be here when they get
home, and I'll just pick up extra money where | can.”



She did washing and ironing for a little extra income
And made do with what little she had.

When Craddock told her again
“Ruby, you can’t make it on $147/month.”

She laughed and said, “Nothing is impossible with God.”
And so, this Christmas
As we face the death of loved ones

Our own or loved ones’ critical health issues

As we experience loss of work or income
A nasty break up, or the squeeze of economic pressure

Ponder the mystery of the Incarnation
Consider how God made something out of nothing

Reflect on the possible coming from the impossible
And say with me

God bring me the impossible.



