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Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

Advent Joy: A Kingdom of Justice 

WRCoB 12.15.24 

 

As the story goes 

 A hen and a hog passed by a little Brethren church 

  In the countryside. 

 

They could not help but notice  

The subject of the pastor’s sermon on a sign out front 

 Which read 

“How Can We Help the Needy at Christmas?” 

 

The hen suggested to the hog, saying 

 

“I know what we can do. 

 We can give the needy a ham-and-egg breakfast!” 

 

The hog protested 

 

“This ham-and-egg breakfast would only be a contribution 

from you, but it would be a total commitment for me!”  

 

The theme for the 3rd Sunday of Advent is Joy 

 And the title to my sermon is  

“Advent Joy, A Kingdom of Justice.” 

  

The Season of Advent prepares us for the coming of Christ. 

 

During this time, we prepare for Christmas 

By putting up our decorations 

Singing Christmas carols, baking cookies 

 And shopping for Christmas presents. 
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Our busyness doesn’t leave much room 

 To ponders the mysteries of the nativity. 

 

But I believe true preparations involve more than  

Festivities, decorations and presents 

 Even more than spiritual contemplation 

 

Advent preparations also requires a commitment  

To God’s justice in the world. 

 

Why do I say this? 

 

Because it’s what was read in today’s Scripture Reading. 

~~ 

I want us to take a look at our Advent reading 

A passage that might be familiar 

In that Jesus preached it in Luke 

And claimed it was fulfilled in him. 

 

The reading reveals that the Good News of Jesus Christ  

Isn’t just about individual salvation 

 

It’s also about establishing  

God’s kingdom of justice on earth. 

 

The Season of Advent centers on the coming of Jesus. 

 

It also anticipates the establishment  

Of God’s kingdom on earth 

 

Jesus used a part of Isaiah 61  

In his inaugural sermon in Luke. 
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Luke 4:18-19 CEB 
18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

    because the Lord has anointed me. 

He has sent me to preach good news to the poor, 

    to proclaim release to the prisoners 

    and recovery of sight to the blind, 

    to liberate the oppressed, 
19     and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.  

 

This is the heart of the Advent message. 

 

That Jesus, a shoot from the root of Jesse 

 Is the One, chosen and sent by God 

  To bring liberation and healing to a broken world. 

 

Jesus didn’t just preach prophetic words 

 He lived them and challenges us to live them too. 

 

It was Jesus who fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy 

 

Luke 4:21 CEV 
21 Then Jesus said to them, “What you have just heard 

me read has come true today.” 

~~ 

Now, there has been some debate about whether 

Jesus concerned himself with “social justice”. 

 

Some Christians say focusing on social justice 

 Is a distortion of the Good News of Jesus Christ 

  That social justice smells of socialism. 

 

That instead of addressing social justice or injustices 

We should keep to preaching and living the Gospel 
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That no amount of work in social justice  

Will amount to anything 

Because we live in a fallen world. 

 

It will always be this way 

Until Jesus comes again and takes the throne. 

~~ 

Others say social justice is at the heart of the Gospel. 

 

That Jesus emphasized social justice everywhere he went. 

 

He fed the hungry 

He defended the marginalized.  

 

He stood up for women 

He welcomed the outcast and foreigner. 

 

He stood in solidarity with those that society despised. 

 

I see no difference between the term social justice  

And plain old justice from a biblical standpoint. 

~~ 

Here, in Isaiah 61, we see justice and mercy as inseparable. 

  

We see God’s compassion for the marginalized 

 And how its link to God’s righteous judgment. 

 

At the very heart of the debate 

 Is an understanding that God’s very nature 

  Abhorrently despises the injustices and inequities 

   That are present in the world. 
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And calls us to do everything we can 

 To alleviate hunger, poverty, and the “isms” 

Sexism, racism, classism in this world  

 

Proverbs 31:8-9 CEB 
8 Speak out on behalf of the voiceless, 

    and for the rights of all who are vulnerable.  
9 Speak out in order to judge with righteousness 

    and to defend the needy and the poor. 

 

This isn’t a private and personal faith in Jesus 

 It’s a faith with wheels and 500 hp. 

 

It’s a call to actively participate in God’s restorative justice. 

~~ 

This week, our Advent theme is Joy. 

 

This joy from God 

Is not a passive, feeling-groovy kind of joy. 

 

It’s a deep-seated joy that compels us to action 

To join in God’s work of restoration. 

 

Joy comes from participating in the work Jesus started. 

~~ 

Isaiah wrote that the Spirit of the Lord was upon him 

 To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 

  AND the day of vengeance of our God. 

 

God's justice is punitive in its judgment  

Against systems that oppress the poor 
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Yet restorative in its promise of healing and wholeness  

For those who have been harmed. 

 

God's justice then, is both punitive  

Addressing the wrongs inflicted upon the marginalized 

 

And restorative, working to heal lives and communities. 

 

God’s justice upends the status quo 

 Turns upside down worldly kingdoms.  

You ask how? 

 

Well, when you preach Good News to the poor 

What are you preaching those who keep the poor, poor? 

 

When you preach freedom for the captives 

 What are you preaching who keep the captives, captive?  

 

When you preach freeing the oppressed 

 What are you preaching  

To those who keep the oppressed, oppressed? 

  

Preaching Good News might not be good news to some. 

 

In another sermon, Jesus preached 

 Woe to you who are rich, well-fed, and comfortable. 

 

Your time is coming. 

~~ 

Biblical Justice is about creating a just kingdom. 

 

It is a foretaste of God’s kingdom yet to come. 
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When we work against the injustices 

Whether it’s human trafficking  

Economic exploitation 

   Or the denial of basic human rights 

 

We participate in the fulfillment of God’s promise. 

 

 

We reflect the heart of Jesus 

 Who came to save souls and establish his kingdom 

  A kingdom of justice and peace 

 

Martin Luther King Jr  

Displayed the interconnectedness of justice and faith 

  So well in his life. 

 

King said 

 

Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. 

~~ 

In his ministry, Jesus comforted the afflicted. 

 

But also, in his ministry, he afflicted the comfortable. 

 

He lifted up the downtrodden, the marginalized 

 And the oppressed. 

 

And his neighbors didn’t like it. 

 And the scribes and Pharisees didn’t like it. 

And King Herod didn’t like it. 

And Pontius Pilate didn’t like it.  
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And Jesus ends up getting nailed to the cross 

 Fueled by all this hostility from those in power. 

~~ 

Isaiah 61 points to a future kingdom. 

  

Isaiah captures God’s vision of a new heaven and earth. 

 

It seems to be a universal hope in many biblical prophecies. 

 

That one day, someday, a day we long for 

 God will make right all the wrongs 

  And all people will live lives of justice and peace 

   Filled with a deep and abiding joy. 

 

The prophet Zechariah, for instance catches the same vision 

 Envisioning his own town with safer streets   

 

Zechariah 8:4-5 CEV 
4 Very old people with walking sticks will once again sit 

around in Jerusalem, 5 while boys and girls play in the 

streets. 

 

But mind you, this future kingdom 

 Isn’t something we merely wait for. 

 

Jesus’ birth inaugurated God’s kingdom on earth 

 

And we anticipate a time  

When the fullness of God’s kingdom  

Becomes fully established when Jesus returns. 

 

But Advent also calls us to actively participate  

In its present reality 
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We work for justice today 

 Because God’s kingdom is both a future hope 

  And a present reality 

 

We work for justice today 

Because we are kingdom-builders with Christ. 

 

We work for justice today because it is the right thing to do 

 
 

Do not be daunted by the enormity of the world’s grief 

 Do justly now, love mercy now, walk humbly now 
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You are not obligated to complete the work 

 But neither are you free to abandon it (Pirkei Avot) 

~~ 

So, this Advent Season remember Christ’s Good News  

 Is not only about individual salvation  

It’s about the transformation of this world. 

 

 

Let Advent Joy in Christ’s coming 

 Inspire us to be agents of justice 

  To work for liberation 

   To stand with the vulnerable 

 

Let our hearts be filled with the hope of Christ’s birth 

 The peace that the angels’ proclaimed 

  And the joy of a new birth and a new life 

   Through Christ our Savior. 

 

And let our joyful response be  

To live out the justice and mercy that Jesus embodies. 

 

Do you want to know how to keep Christ in Christmas? 

 

Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, forgive the guilty, 

welcome the unwanted, care for the ill, love your enemies, 

and do unto others as you would have them do unto you 

(Steve Moraboli). 

 

  


