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Joel 2:12-13, 28 

Yet Even Now! 

WRCoB 12.8.24 

 

From Oxford University’s Bioscience newsletter entitled:  

 

The 2024 state of the climate report:  

Perilous times on planet earth. 

 

Let me read the opening sentences. 

 

We are on the brink of an irreversible climate disaster. 

This is a global emergency beyond any doubt. Much of 

the very fabric of life on Earth is imperiled.  

 

Conspiracy theory? 

 

No, I don’t think it is. 

 

While some dismiss this as a conspiracy 

The evidence is overwhelming. 

 

It’s a dire warning to humankind. 

 

Interestingly, the warning from Oxford University 

Echoes the prophet Joel’s cry from centuries past. 

 

Our Scripture Lesson today 

 In fact, the whole Book of Joel 

Describes a situation ravaged by natural disasters 
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In particular, Joel describes a devastating locust plague 

 That triggers a drought which causes  

Forests and grasslands to burn out of control. 

 

Joel 2:3 NIV 
3 Before them fire devours, 

    behind them a flame blazes. 

Before them the land is like the garden of Eden, 

    behind them, a desert waste— 

    nothing escapes them. 

 

This ecological disaster, Joel sees as divine judgment. 

 

Nature’ response to people’s behavior 

 The consequences of human sin. 

 

Joel calls for repentance 

 A return to God before it’s too late. 

~~ 

I am not a scientist 

 Nor do I understand the complexities of climate. 

 

But I do depend on voices who do know 

 And what I read and hear is not good 

 

Similar to Joel’s situation, today’s climate change 

 Is also nature’s response to people’s behavior 

  The consequences of human sin. 

The extreme weather events 

 From devastating floods in Taylor’s Valley 

  Caused by Hurricane Helene 
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To widespread drought and fire in the far west 

 Is nature’s response to human activity 

 

And if we are people who take Scripture seriously 

Then I suggest we view what is happening today 

 The same way Joel viewed the events of his day 

 

There’re parallels. 

 

1. Divine Judgment: Both Joel’s prophecy and our 

current climate crisis are direct consequences of 

human sin. 

2. Call to Repentance: Both situations demand a 

moral reckoning. 

3. Hope for Restoration: Despite the dire 

circumstances, God offers hope for the future. 

4. The Role Humans Play: In both cases, God 

gives warning and expects behavior to change 

from being the cause to being the solution 

~~ 

But first, let’s get back to the Book of Joel. 

 

We don’t know much about Joel. 

 

His father’s name was Pethuel 

 

Scholars think he probably lived in Jerusalem 

Or somewhere in the southern kingdom of Judah 

But we don’t know when or where he lived. 

 

Joel’s main concern in writing 

 Was to warn of a potential disaster 
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And he blames the people for causing the calamity. 

 

He warns them it’s coming and it won’t be good. 

 

Joel 1:15 NIV 
15 Alas for that day! 

    For the day of the Lord is near; 

    it will come LIKE destruction from the Almighty.  

~~ 

Joel preaches gloom and doom 

In the first two chapters of the book. 

 

Sound the alarm! 

 Blow the trumpets! 

  Send out a National Alert! 

 

Catastrophe is on its way 

No one will survive! 

 

But then in verse 12 

Joel’s message includes a glimmer of hope 

  “Even now,” God says, “Return to me.” 

 

Joel 2:14 CEB 
14 Who knows whether he will have a change of 

heart and leave a blessing behind . . ..  

 

Joel calls for a National Day of Prayer 

 

Joel 2:15-16 CEB 
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15 Blow the horn in Zion; demand a fast; request a 

special assembly. 16 Gather the people; prepare a 

holy meeting; assemble the elders; gather the 

children, even nursing infants. Let the groom leave 

his room and the bride her chamber. 

 

Joel means EVERYONE!!!!! 

 

Everyone, get down on your knees and pray.  

 

And they did. 

 

And God responded 

 

Joel 2:18 CEB 
18 Then the Lord became passionate about this 

LAND, and had pity on his people. 

 

Notice not only God’s concern for the people 

 But his concern for the land as well. 

~~ 

It is a theme that runs through Scripture. 

 

The people abuse their relationships 

 To God and to each other 

  And things go from bad to worse 

 

A prophet of the times comes along and warns them  

He preaches repentance and reformation. 

The preaches that God is concerned  

But not just for the people  

But for the land as well. 
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2 Chronicles 7:14 NRSV 
14 if my people who are called by my name humble 

themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from their 

wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will 

forgive their sin and heal their LAND. 

 

Sin impacts not only our relationship with God 

 Not only our relationships with one another 

  Sin impacts our relationship to creation.  

 

The work of creation includes  

A harmonious relationship  

To everything on the planet. 

 

There is a God-created balance in all things. 

 

But, in our selfish nature 

 We have created such an imbalance 

  That it threatens our very existence 

 

However, some believe that God is all-powerful  

And in control of all things, including the climate. 

 

But God has given humanity the ability to make choices 

And those choices can and does impact the world 

And we are accountable for those choices.  

 

 

But in the creation account 

God created us to be stewards of creation. 

But we have shirked our responsibilities 
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Genesis 2:15 CEB 
15 The Lord God took the human and settled him in 

the garden of Eden to farm it and to take care of it. 

 

When has that changed? 

~~ 

Jeremiah, too, recognized the impact of human sin  

And its impact on the land. 

 

Jeremiah 2:7 NIV 
7 I brought you into a fertile land 

    to eat its fruit and rich produce. 

But you came and defiled my land 

    and made my inheritance detestable. 

~~ 

Climate change is ravaging the world:  

Rising seas threaten coastal communities  

Like Smith and Tangier Islands in the Bay 

 

Increasingly violent storms devastate regions 

We’ve seen what hurricanes can do 

 

Droughts and wildfires scorch our landscapes 

Such as we see in the far west 

 

And the loss of biodiversity around the world  

Unravels the intricate web of life.  

 

And so, the questions we ponder today are these 

 

From a biblical perspective 
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Do we believe sin impacts  

Our relationship to God 

Our relationship to one another 

AND our relationship to the land?  

 

Do we also acknowledge  

 

Psalm 24:1a NRSV 
1a The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it . . .. 

 

And that harming the earth is harming God? 

 

With overwhelming evidence  

Pointing to humanity's role in climate change 

We are nearing the point of no return.  

 

Yet there is hope.  

 

Joel's words ring true now as they did then. 

 

“Yet even now,” declares the Lord,  

“return to me with all your heart…” 

 

This hope, however, is not the “sit on your bum” hope 

 

It is hope that demands action. 

 

A Christian response needs to be comprehensive 

Addressing our approach to climate change  

It is to be biblically centered. 

 

And it needs to move through four key spiritual phases  
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1. Recognition (We must acknowledge our 

profound interconnectedness with all of creation, 

recognizing that our actions have far-reaching 

consequences) 

2. Remorse (We must feel the weight of our 

collective sin, the pain inflicted upon the Earth 

and its creatures) 

3. Repentance (Repenting is not merely a feeling; it 

is a turning away from destructive patterns and 

commit to a different path) 

4. Reform (We must work together, reforming our 

systems and practices to create a more 

sustainable and just future for all) 

 

God is gracious and merciful 

Slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love. 

 

May God forgive and prosper the work of our hands. 

 

This work we do is part of God's larger plan  

Revealed in the life and teachings of Jesus  

 Establishing God’s kingdom on earth. 

~~ 

This 2nd Sunday in Advent, we recognize peace  

 

A full and complete peace  

Shalom – wholeness, harmony 

And well-being extending to all creation. 

This work of renewal— 

This active participation in God’s ongoing creation— 
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Will ultimately find its fulfillment in Revelation's promise  

Of a new heaven and a new earth 

Where sin no longer has power.  

 

But this vision of a new heaven and a new earth  

Is not an excuse for doing nothing  

 Not a reason for sitting on our haunches 

 

It’s rather a beacon of hope 

Urging us to be coworkers  

In God's ongoing kingdom building on earth 

 

A vision of peace and harmony  

Encompassing all creation.  

 

We are called by God to care for creation –  

A charge given from the very beginning: 

 

Genesis 1:28 The Message 

God spoke: “Let us make human beings in our 

image, make them reflecting our nature. So THEY 

can be responsible for the fish in the sea, the birds 

in the air, the cattle, and, yes, Earth itself.” 

 

Let us go empowered by God's grace  

And guided by the hope of shalom  

 

Let’s be active participants  

In helping God in restoring our creation. 


