
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239 
804-288-6439 (phone)         wrcob@wrcob.org        www.wrcob.org 

October 4, 2026 World Communion Sunday  



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE Holy, Holy, Holy Traditional 

* INVITATION TO WORSHIP (One/Many)  

Today we gather around God's table from near and far 

We are the People of God! 

Though we differ in language, custom, and tradition 

We are brothers and sisters in Christ! 

For there is one Lord, one faith, and one baptism 

We are One in God's Spirit! 

We are one, and together we remember our Lord Jesus 

Come, let us worship the God of our Salvation! 

* PRAYER OF GATHERING (in unison)  Written by Emily McKinley 

O Redeemer God, as we gather in worship on this World 

Communion Sunday, we ask that you send your Holy Spirit to 

fall afresh on us. We pray for your Spirit to awaken new hope 

in us. Grant us the vision to see the coming of your kingdom. 

Help us to celebrate the glimpses of grace that you have 

given to each of us. Knit our hearts together in worship and 

communion so that we know we do not struggle alone in 

working for your peace and justice. We pray this in the name 

of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

* HYMN To God Be the Glory #84 VT 

THOUGHTS ON GIVING  

As we gather with our brothers and sisters around the world 

today to celebrate World Communion Sunday, may we do so 

with thanksgiving in our hearts. May this day remind us of 

the importance of community and working together to spread 

the gospel and bringing God's kingdom to earth. May we 

express our gratitude by giving generously of our time, 

talents and resources. Amen. 



PASTORAL PRAYER 

 SCRIPTURE READINGS Genesis 12:1-4, Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

 HYMN  For Everyone Born (vv. 1-3, 5) Murray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON “For Everyone Born” 

ANTHEM Come to the Table of the Lord Albrecht /Althouse 

Quietly leave the sanctuary and proceed to the 
Gathering Room as we continue to worship in our 

CELEBRATION OF LOVE FEAST 

A TIME OF EXAMINATION AND CONFESSION  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) #699 HWB 

Lord, Our God, great, eternal, wonderful, utterly to be 

trusted: you give life to us all, you help those who come to 

you, you give hope to those who cry to you. Forgive our sins, 



secret and open, and rid us of every habit of thought that 

stands against the gospel. Set our hearts at peace, so we may 

live our lives before you confidently and without fear, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN 

WORDS OF PARDON (One/All) 

Hear the Good News! Anyone who is in Christ is a new 

creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Know 

that you are forgiven and be at peace.  

Amen. 

ORDINANCE OF FOOT WASHING 

SCRIPTURE:   John 13:12-17 NRSVUE 

12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and 

had reclined again, he said to them, “Do you know what I 

have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you 

are right, for that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and 

Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 

another’s feet. 15 For I have set you an example, that you also 

should do as I have done to you. 16 Very truly, I tell you, 

slaves are not greater than their master, nor are messengers 

greater than the one who sent them. 17 If you know these 

things, you are blessed if you do them. 

COMMENTS AND INSTRUCTION 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION: (in unison) 

Lord, we enter your presence with soiled feet, calloused and 

dirty with the messiness of our lives. We have walked in the 

mire of selfishness and pride, not loving others as you have 

loved us. We are not able to wash ourselves, the stain is too 

great. Bring again the refreshing waters of our Baptism. 

Wash us and make us white as snow. Set our feet on the 

paths of righteousness for your name’s sake. Forgive us and 

make us clean. Amen. 



WASHING OF THE FEET  

THE AGAPE MEAL 

SCRIPTURE   John 15:12-17 NRSVUE 
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 

have loved you. 13 No one has greater love than this, to lay 

down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you 

do what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants any 

longer, because the servant does not know what the master is 

doing, but I have called you friends, because I have made 

known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 
16 You did not choose me, but I chose you. And I appointed you 

to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will 

give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I am giving you 

these commands so that you may love one another. 

HYMN  Break Thou the Bread of Life  #360 HWB 

PRAYER OF BLESSING (in unison) 

Almighty and Loving God, we thank you that through your 

great love, you feed us from our Lord’s table and assure us 

that your goodness to us never fails. We give you thanks that 

we are members of the body of Christ, heirs with Christ, and 

brothers and sisters in your family. As we share this meal 

together, may we remember and give thanks. Amen.  

MEAL 

COMMUNION 

SCRIPTURE:   Matthew 26:26-28 NRSVUE 
26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and 

after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, 

“Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, and after 

giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 



of you, 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is 

poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

HYMN Here in this Place  #6 HWB 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

RECEIVING THE BREAD AND THE CUP 

CLOSING HYMN Go My Children #433 HWB
 

CLOSING PRAYER   #946 VT 

In deep gratitude for this moment, this meal, these people, we 

give ourselves to you. Send us to live as changed people 

because we have shared the Living Bread and cannot remain 

the same. Ask much of us, expect much from us, enable much 

by us, encourage many through us. So, God, may we glorify 

you as inhabitants of earth and citizens of heaven. Amen. 

* Please stand as able and led 

                                  

Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service. 

Ministers .................................................................. All Members 

Interim Pastor ................................................................... Tracy Hartman 

Minister of Music ............................................................ Vanessa Morton 

Flautist ............................................................................ Sarah Hartman 

Worship Leader .................................................................. Barbara Beers 

Choir Director ..................................................................... Bob Gangwer 

Tech & Media Director ............................................................ Kevin Beers 


