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WELCOME & GREETING
ORGAN PRELUDE Melodia Sacra Lani Smith
CALL TO WORSHIP (One/Many)

Lord of mercy and joy, You have given to us the blessing of your Son
Jesus.

He will make known your presence, forgiveness, and love to each one
of us.

Be with us this day and keep our hearts and minds open to receive
your love and peace.

Enable each of us to be people of joy and hope as we encounter others
and worship you today. AMEN.

PRAYER OF GATHERING (in unison)

Almighty and everliving God, as your Only-begotten Son was this day
presented in the temple, so we affirm our desire to be presented to
you this day with pure and clean hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen

* HYMN OF PRAISE Here in This Place #10VT

COMMISSIONING OUR LEADERSHIP TEAM #0641, #965 VT

One: Every Christian is called and gifted for ministry, in the church
and in the world, through baptism. For some, this ministry takes
the form of church leadership, a call and commitment to the
creative work of building up the body of Christ and witnessing to
God’s love in the world. Church leaders are empowered by the
Spirit and the church, and are accountable to God and the faith
community, who support and bless their ministry.

Community: Empowering God, with your people throughout the
ages, we call members of the church to develop gifts and skills for
your service. Thank you for raising up these leaders among us. Fill
them with the love of Christ and the church. Empower them with
your Holy Spirit. Bless them with joy in the work of ministry.

Commissioned: We pray for wisdom, patience, and hope in this
calling. May we use the authority entrusted to us with confidence



and humility. May we grow into the mind and spirit of Christ
through our service.

All: For the gifts that the Spirit nurtures within us and the ministries
to which we are each called, thanks be to God! Amen.

THOUGHTS ON GIVING (in unison)

Generous God, source of all abundance, bless now these gifts, we
pray. Receive this offering. Receive our very lives. Fit us for humble,
joyful ministry in your name. Amen

MOMENTS OF WONDER

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

HYMN Here | Am, Lord #5451
PASTORAL PRAYER

SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 2:22-40
SERMON “A Double Epiphany”

ANTHEM Here is the bread Celah K. Pence

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE $

Sisters and brothers, this is the joyful feast of the people of God! They
will come from the east and the west and from the north and the south
and sit at table in the kingdom of God. This is the Lord’s Table. Our
Savior invites those who trust him to share the feast he has prepared.

GREAT THANKSGIVING PRAYER $

God be with you

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to God most high.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

All praise to you, God our Creator, for by your Word and Spirit you
made the heavens and the earth, filled them with life and declared
everything good. All praise to you, God our Redeemer, for sending



prophets, apostles, teachers, and martyrs, inspired by your Spirit to
speak the word of life. And when the time was right, to become fully
human in Jesus Christ. All praise to you, God our Helper; as wisdom,
you inspire us to speak the truth; as power, you strengthen us to do
justice. With your sons and daughters of faith, in all times and places,
and with all the heavenly host, we praise you with joy.

SONG Let Us Break Bread Together (vs. ) #4812V
THOUGHT

Loving God, in gratitude we remember that on the night before the
crucifixion, Jesus took bread and after giving thanks to you broke it
and gave it to the disciples, saying: “This is my body which is given
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way after supper
Jesus took the cup and after giving thanks, gave it to them and said:
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.” In gratitude for what Christ has
done for us, we proclaim our hope.

SONG Let Us Break Bread Together (vs. 2) #4812V

THOUGHT

Holy God, send your Holy Spirit upon us and these gifts, that all who
eat and drink at this table may be one body and one people, a living
sacrifice in Jesus Christ. Through this meal unite us with the risen
Christ so that we may give ourselves for the life of the world. Through
us bring good news to the poor, release to the captives, recovery of
sight to the blind, and freedom to the oppressed. Give us the power
to work for justice that all the world may be filled with peace and joy.
This sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving we offer you, eternal God,
through Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God forever
and ever.

SONG Ler Us Break Bread Together (vs. 3) #482VT

THOUGHT

With the confidence of the children of God, let us pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.



Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

PASSING THE BREAD AND Cup

BREAKING THE BREAD

The bread we break is the communion of the body of Christ.
We who are many are one body for we all share in the one bread.

POURING THE CuP

The cup of blessing for which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood
of Christ.
We who are many are one body for we all share in the one cup.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of glory, you nourish us with bread from heaven. Fill us with
your Holy Spirit, that through us your light may shine into all the
world. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

*  BENEDICTION
*  CHORAL POSTLUDE Praise God #70VT

* Please stand as able and led

S Adopted in part from an Ecumenical Service by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service

MINISTEIS......eeeeeeeiiieceei e All Members
INterim Pastor.........cooovriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e Tracy Hartman
Minister of MUSIC .........cccceeeviiiiniiiiniiiiniiciiciceece Vanessa Morton
ACOIVER ..ottt Ava Hartman
Worship Leader ..........ccccooviiivviiinniiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiciiec, Susan Robertson

Tech & Media DireCtor .......veeeneeeeeeieeeee e Kevin Beers



