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For just 
$10, you can provide a warm CWS Blanket to 
someone who desperately needs it. For $25, 
you can give a blanket and a hygiene kit to 
help someone start fresh. And for $60, you 
can provide an entire family bundle of 
blankets and kits, bringing comfort and care 
to a whole household. 

Look for the CWS bucket and the envelopes for 
your donation. Please make your checks out to 

WRCOB and put CWS in the memo line. 
Ready to curl up in a blanket and 

watch a family friendly movie with 
friends? Join us Friday, September 18 
at 6:00 pm in the Gathering Room.  

Not only a free movie, but free 
popcorn and drinks to boot!  

Bring along a blanket and pillow to 
spread out on the floor or a comfy 

lawn chair to settle in for the evening.  

 

Mus ic,  Mus ic,  Mus ic!  

Our Music Program – Choir and 

Handbells – is coming back! Regular 

rehearsals will begin on Thursday, 

September 10, 5:30 p.m. for bells and 
6:45 p.m. for Choir.  

Questions? Concerns?  

Chat with Bob Gangwer, who is 

directing both groups. 
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New Initiatives Update 
Thank you to everyone who attended the table conversation about our New Initiatives on August 23. 
Thanks to the Visioning Team for providing our delicious lunch. The room buzzed with energy as 
groups gathered to dream, discern and plan. Here is a recap of the discussions in each group: 

Gen Z: (Convened by Kevin Beers) Kevin began by presenting statistics and anecdotal information 
about Gen-Z. Others at the table talked about their own children not being involved at 
churches where they are now located, but very little seemed to be known as to why they didn’t 
attend anywhere. The group decided that their next step will be to hold “get together” with a 
group of Gen-Z and younger Millennials (ages 18-35). At the “get together” we will ask about 
their needs, their values, and what would they want from a church before they would even 
consider attending it. The goal is to find out how we can meet them where they are. 

Community Sharing: (Convened by Janet Brunk) This group brainstormed ideas for how to be more 
involved in our local community. Ideas included a yard sale or swap meet, a wellness event that 
might include services such as haircuts, massage, and acupuncture. The group also talked about 
how to invite more members to participate and involving local high schoolers through their 
community service hours (they were a great help at our Easter Egg hunt). 

School Based Partnership: (Convened by Sarah Hartman) This group asked the question, “What do 
students need to learn better?” They decided that their next step is to contact school 
counselors to ask what the top three needs were and also asking school nurses about hygiene 
needs. They are also connecting to a Henrico County Public School reading specialist to see if 
there are “reading buddy” opportunities. A book drive was also suggested. This group also 
wondered about connecting high school students with seniors to help address senior’s needs. 

Deportation Defense: (Convened by Orland Foster and Tracy Hartman) Orland began the discussion by 
providing a brief introduction to work the Church of the Brethren is already doing in this area 
and recapping ways we are already involved (meeting to pray with those coming for ICE check-
ins and preparing our office/parsonage building to house over-night guests). Next steps for this 
team included researching options for cots/beds for the parsonage, contacting an immigration 
attorney for advice/input, contacting two local organizations about ways we might partner 
locally (ReEstablish Richmond and For Richmond), and strengthening our connections to 
existing Church of the Brethren DDR work. 

Please continue to pray about how God might be calling you to serve in one or more of these 
initiatives and feel free to contact one of the conveners above to volunteer. Stay tuned for new 
developments soon. What a joy it will be for a new pastor to join such an energized and committed 
church family! Until then, I’m on the journey with you, 

Tracy 
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On August 23, we celebrated Back to 

School with our students and teachers by 

asking them bring their backpacks to 

church. We had 3 students and 4 teachers 

in attendance. The packs and tote bags 

were prayed over and each received a “You 

Matter” tag to remind its carrier and 

others that they matter. 

In Our Congregation 

West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia  23229-4239 

Phone: 804-288-6439      www.wrcob.org     wrcob@wrcob.org 

Interim Pastor .................................................. Rev. Tracy Hartman 
Office Hours (M) ......................................... 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Administrative Assistant .............................................. Barbara Beers 
Office Hours (M-F) ........................................ 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Sunday School ....... 9:30 a.m. Worship ......... 11:00 a.m. 

If no one is in the office or the line is busy, voice mail will pick up, 
so PLEASE leave us a message. Items for the weekly bulletin’s 

newssheet MUST be submitted to the church office by noon on 
Thursday . All items for the October edition of The Herald are due 

in the church office by Tuesday,  September 15, 2026 . 

Our sympathy is extended to Terrie Glass, her family and 

friends with the passing of Terrie’s mom, Susan E. Diamond, on 

Thursday, August 20. Terrie helped the Walnut Grove Church 

of the Brethren celebrate Susan’s life on Sunday, August 30 in 

Johnstown, PA. In lieu of flowers, please donate to the causes 

Susan cared about: Walnut Grove Church of the Brethren food 

pantry, the Salvation Army or the Alzheimer’s Association. 

 Thank you everyone!  
Not all of the donated bags were 

in this pic during worship.  
Many more were waiting patiently 
at Janet Brunk’s house for the 

next day’s distribution. 



Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 
10:30 am    

2 3 
 

4 
 

 

9-11 am   Hilltop’s 

Open House and  

5 

6 
Blanket Sunday  

9:30 am    Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

 

7 8 
10:30 am    

9 10 
5:30 pm   Handbells 

6:45 pm   Choir 

11 12 

13 
9:30 am    Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

 

14 15 
10:30 am    

16 17 
5:30 pm   Handbells 

6:45 pm   Choir 

18 
6:00 pm   

19 
 

 

 

 

20 
9:30 am    Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

 

21 

 

22 
10:30 am    

23 24 
6:30 pm   Ladies 

Nite 
Out 

25 26 
 

 

 

 

27 
Pledge Sunday  

9:30 am    Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

12:15 pm    Learn and 
Lunch Fundraiser 
for Midwives for 
Haiti 

28 

 

29 
10:30 am    

30 Volunteers are needed to 
share their gifts as 
Worship Leader and 
Food for Fellowship.  
Sign-up soon or email the church 

office at wrcob@wrcob.org! 



Did we miss your special day? Please, contact the church office to correct the oversite . 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
1 ...... Jeremiah & April (Lynch) Leftwich 

3 ...... Aaron & Deanna (Heckman) Harding 

4 ...... Anna Welch (93rd) 
5 ...... Donita Solanky 
13 .... Paul Brockman 

Barbara (Walbridge) McCann 
15 Shirley Ketterman 

Joe Mattys (15th) 

16 .... Joel Guyer 
Chloe O’Sullivan (10th) 

18 .... Fred Bryant (65th) 
Rachel McCann (45th) 

19 .... Kurt Reber 
21 .... Travis & Anna (Beers) Williams 

22 .... Cathy (Martin) Vanderhoff 
23 .... Charles Layman 

Chris & Colleen Wampler 

24 .... Erin (Fyne) McLaughlin 
Shiloh McLaughlin 

25 .... Becky Klein 
Brandon & Miranda Keithly (5th) 

27 .... Pamela McCloud 
Bob & Margaret Phillips 

28 .... Barbara Hodgdon 
29 .... Bethel Etiendem 
30 .... Jonathan & Jennifer McCloud 

 Greeter Acolyte Worship 
Leader 

Food for 
Fellowship Tellers 

9/6 
Carol  
Goss None David Brunk, 

guest speaker  Jeff Goss & Alyce 
Newman 

9/13 
Faye  

Urban Ava Hartman Susan Robertson 
Susan Robertson & 

Barbara Tulli 
Joel & Dolly 

Guyer 

9/20 
Dolly  
Guyer Ava Hartman 

Sarah & Ava 
Hartman  

Bob & Pat 
Gangwer 

9/27 
Ann  

Andrus Ava Hartman Barbara Beers 
Learn at Lunch 
Midwives for Haiti 

Fundraiser 

Ann Andrus  
& Joel Guyer 

Attendance  July 5 July 12 July 19 July 26  

Worship (total) 27 44 43 36  

   In-person & visitors 27 34 34 34  

   Live stream N/A 10 9 2  

On-line views by that Friday N/A 20 16 8  

Offering per week $3,483.25 $17,490.00 $1,435.00 $2.190.00  

Attendance  June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28  

Worship (total) 27 45 28 33  

   In-person & visitors 24 32 26 31  

   Live stream 3 13 2 2  

On-line views by that Friday 15 22 17 19  

Offering per week $2,083.25 $1,801.00 $860.00 $3,325.00  



By now you should have received your letter and Commitment Card in the mail. Please fill it out 

and return it by Commitment Sunday, September 27th. Thank you for being part of this journey. 
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Because of  You... God’s Work Continues 

This year, our stewardship campaign looks a little different. 

Rather than beginning with budgets and numbers, we are beginning with something much 
more important: the ministry those resources make possible. 

Throughout the campaign, we will hear from members of  our own congregation who have 
seen firsthand how God is working through West Richmond Church of  the Brethren. During 
worship, a series of  short video conversations will take us into several areas of  ministry: our 
monthly service to homeless veterans, Brethren Disaster Ministries, community outreach 
through events such as our Easter Egg Hunt and Trunk or Treat, and the new ministries we 
are prayerfully considering as we discern where God is calling our congregation next. 

These are more than programs and activities. They are opportunities to serve others, build 
relationships, share Christ's love, and make a difference in people's lives. 

Scripture reminds us: 

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of  God's varied grace.”  1 Peter 4:10 

Stewardship is about much more than money. God has entrusted each of  us with gifts—our 
time, abilities, compassion, prayers, and financial resources. When we offer those gifts 
faithfully, God uses them in ways we may never completely see. 

That's why the theme of  this year's campaign is: 

Because of  you... God’s work continues. 

Over the coming weeks, we hope these stories will help all of  us see some of  what our 
congregation's faithfulness has made possible. We will celebrate ministries that are already 
touching lives while also looking forward to the new opportunities God may be placing before 
us. 

As our stewardship campaign approaches, we invite you to listen to these stories, pray about 
where God is leading West Richmond Church of  the Brethren, and consider the part He is 
calling each of  us to play in the work that lies ahead. 

Because of  you... 
God’s work continues. 



With Our District 

Upcoming Events at Camp Bethel 
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DISTRICT CONFERENCE CHOIR 

Plans are underway to have a choir at the 2026 District Conference for the first time since the COVID 
pandemic. We are inviting all who enjoy singing in harmony to join, whether your church has a choir or 
whether you sing every week. Please go to https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSd1Kp0wD44A4CkzVHE1caFiRm0InHakS6KKAt6ny7QW0GT4sQ/viewform, and provide your 
name, email address, and the part you plan to sing.  

Please register by September 25, so we are sure to have enough music for everyone to practice. We 
plan to meet at Peters Creek Church of the Brethren on Sunday, October 18 at 3:00 p.m. and again at 
District Conference, Friday, November 13 at 6:00 p.m. to practice.  

Please join us in offering a joyful melody unto the Lord! 

Registration for delegates and non-delegates is 
online at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSfRt10xnbhPBNkUe-
OUEhSarFryeXHdhvJFsDLAFpCi91hGRw/viewform 

The registration fee is $40.00 per delegate. 
Lunch is an additional $15. While there is no 
fee for non-delegate registration, if a printed 
conference booklet is requested, there’s a $5 
fee. Registration forms and payment are due 
by October 15. 



 

7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, VA  23229-4239 

West Richmond Church of the Brethren 

804-288-6439 www.wrcob.org wrcob@wrcob.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

Place 
stamp 
here! 


