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Volunteers are always needed for 

Worship Leaders and Food for 

Fellowship. Sign-up soon or email the 

church office at wrcob@wrcob.org! 

Mus ic,  Mus ic,  

Mus ic!  

It’s a wrap for the 
Handbell and 

Choir seasons.  

Their members have 
worked hard since 
September and are 
taking a few weeks 
off. It’s their chance 
to sit back and enjoy 
what others have to 
share musically and 
you can help. The 
sign-up sheet is on 

the easel where you 
sign up for Worship 
Leader and Food for 

Fellowship. If you 
have questions, 

please reach out to 
Vanessa Morton.  

We’re looking to the congregation to fill 40 bags with 

fresh fruit to share with our underserved southside 

population. Kids are out of school and do not have ac-

cess to free lunches. Many will know again, or for the 

first time, the experience of food insecurity. Bags are 

available with the request for folks to fill each bag 

with 1 bag oranges, 1 bag apples, 1 bunch of GREEN 

bananas, 1 bag/bunch of grapes. West Richmond wishes 

to share in Jesus teaching and leading by delivering to 

those in need. We will travel to several of our under-

served communities and distribute our collection of 

fruits on Monday, July 13.  
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Make Your Recreation Re-Creation! 

A s we move into the heart of summer, many of us will be enjoying 
some much needed vacation. Whether you are heading to the beach, 

the mountains or “home” to visit family, I pray that your time away will be 
just what you need it to be. As you take a break from your normal routine, 
and hopefully slow down a bit, I encourage you to enjoy some true 
Sabbath — time to rest in body, mind and spirit — time to allow God to 
rejuvenate you. May your recreation be re-creation! 

I  also hope that, whether you are able to get away or not, you will join 
in me in prayer for the following:   

First, please continue to pray for our Pastoral Search Team. Pray 
that they will have discerning hearts and mind, as they prepare to 
begin the search for our next pastor. Pray for our new pastor, that 
God will be preparing him/her to be the leader we need to move 
into a vibrant future. 

Second, continue to pray for our church. Pray that God will prepare 
us to receive a new leader, pray that we will be willing to think 
creatively and go forth boldly as we enter a new chapter.   

Third, pray for Annual Conference that is occurring this week. As 
Ken Heatwole mentioned in worship recently, delegates will be 
working on establishing good and healthy processes to help us deal 
with many of the issues facing our denomination and our world. 

Finally, continue to pray for our community, our nation, and our 
world as we face challenging days.  

H ow might God be calling you to serve — in the church and in the world 
in these challenging, yet exciting days? As always, I’m honored to be 

on the journey with you,   

Tracy 



Here’s what Amazon tells us about the book on their webpage…  

Churches experiencing numerical and financial decline may dread the day when they can no longer 
afford a full-time pastor. Freeing up funds that would go to a full-time salary sure would help the 

budget maybe even enough to turn things around but 
is it even possible to run effective ministries with just 
a half- or quarter-time professional? Journalist and 
part-time pastor Jeffrey MacDonald says yes churches 
can grow more vibrant than ever, tapping into latent 
energy and undiscovered gifts, revitalizing worship, 
and engaging in more effective ministry with the 
community. Readers get a much-needed playbook for 
helping congregations to thrive with a part-time 
ministry model. They learn to see the model in a new 
light: to stop viewing part-time as a problem to be 
eradicated and to instead embrace it as a divine gift 
that facilitates a higher level of lay engagement, 
responsibility, playfulness, and creativity.  
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West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia  23229-4239 

Phone: 804-288-6439      www.wrcob.org     wrcob@wrcob.org 

Interim Pastor .................................................. Rev. Tracy Hartman 
Office Hours (M) ......................................... 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Administrative Assistant .............................................. Barbara Beers 
Office Hours (M-F) ........................................ 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Sunday School ....... 9:30 a.m. Worship ......... 11:00 a.m. 

If no one is in the office or the line is busy, voice mail will pick up, 
so PLEASE leave us a message. Items for the weekly bulletin’s 

newssheet MUST be submitted to the church office by noon on 
Thursday . All items for the September edition of The Herald are 

due in the church office by Saturday,  August  15,  2026 . 

We’re partway through a five-week summer sermon series, 
“Half-Truths: Let’s Trade Them for Whole Truths!”  

Many of the ideas we hear and repeat sound right at first—but are they 
actually true? Together, we're taking a closer look at some common 
sayings and beliefs that contain just enough truth to be misleading, and 
we'll discover the life-giving truths found in God's Word. 

June 14th ... Everything Happens for a Reason  
June 21st ... God Helps Those who Help Themselves 
June 28th ... God Doesn’t Give you More than You Can Handle 
July 12th .... God Said it, I Believe it, and That Settles It For me 
July 19th .... Love the Sinner Hate the Sin” 

 
If you missed a week or want to listen again, the past services are 
found on our YouTube page -- https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnrBnPMh9O0YQQI9hjbflUw 

Join us for a six-week Sunday School discussion beginning August 9 
as we explore Part-Time Is Plenty: Thriving without Full-Time 
Clergy by G. Jeffrey McDonald. Together, we'll consider fresh ideas 
and possibilities that can help guide our pastoral search. 

Books are available in new and used condition from Amazon 
and Ebay. A Kindle edition is also available from Amazon. Our 
discussions will be led by Nancy Heishman. 

We hope you'll be part of this thoughtful and engaging conversation! 



Did we miss your special day? Please, contact the church office to correct the oversite . 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

2 .... Betty Fuller (88th) 
3 .... Steve & Cathy (Martin) Vanderhoff 
4 .... Shirley Minor 
7 .... Pat Gangwer 

Mike & Kristin Faus (5th) 

10 .. Cynthia Fyne 
Patrick McCloud (55th) 
Nathan & Tiffany McCann 

11 .. Tracy Hartman 
Luke Keller 
Paul & Demetra Heckman-Johnson (25th) 

13 .. Brian & Chelsea (Goss) Skillen 
15 .. Nathan McCann 

William Reber (60th) 
16 .. Eleanor Heatwole 

Orland & Laura Foster (30th) 

17 .. Bill & Jennifer Jenkins 
18 .. Jeff & Carol (Walbridge) Goss 
20 .. Bob Keithly (90th) 

Adam Solanky 
23 .. Shaun Finchum 

Floyd Herdrich (83rd) 
Bob Ketterman (80th) 

29 .. Marcia Forrest  
Larry & Barbara (Walbridge) McCann 

3 ..... Amy Woodard 
5 ..... Bill Kinzie (89th) 

Madeline Finchum  
8 ..... Eric Faw 
9 ..... Carolyn Arthur 

Garvey Brunk 
11 ... June Diehl 

Shaun & Madelyn Finchum 

12 ... Kevin & Faye (Reber) Urban (40th) 
17 ... Connor Hurst (13th) 

Owen Jones 
Bob Phillips 
Jonathan & Mary Knight 

20 ... Nancy (Woodard) Martin 
21 ... Travis Williams 

Jori Carter & Thoko Lipato 

25 ... Hannah Guisewite 
Terry Mitchell 

27 ... Ben Gangwer 
30 ... Graham Bosman (5th) 

Lib Kinzie (87th) 
Greg Secrist 

31 ... Ashley Holsinger 



Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 2 
 

 

Annual Conference 

ends 

3 4 

5 
9:30 am    Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

 

6 7 
10:30 am    

8 9 
5:30 pm   End of 

Year Polishing 

Party for Bells & 

Choir 

10 11 

12 
 

 

 

Turn in your 

“Bearing Fruit” bags 

9:30 am    Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

13 14 
10:30 am    

15 16 
 

 

17 18 
 

 

 

 

19 
9:30 am    Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

 

20 

 

21 
10:30 am    

22 23 
 

 

24 25 
 

 

 

 

26 
9:30 am    Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 
Online/On Site 
with guest speaker, 

Ken Heatwole 

LAMBs Basket 
Collection  

27 28 
10:30 am    

29 30 
6:30 pm   Ladies 

Nite Out at 
Kitchen 33 
(Glen Allen) 

 

 

31 

 



Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 

2 
9:30 am    Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

 

3 4 
10:30 am    

5 6 
 

7 8 

9 
9:30 am    Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

 

10 11 
10:30 am    

12 13 
 

 

14 15 
 

 

 

 

16 
9:30 am    Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

 

17 

 

18 
10:30 am    

19 20 
 

21 22 
 

 

 

 

23 
9:30 am    Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

 

24 25 
10:30 am    

26 27 
6:30 pm    Ladies 

Nite Out at  
the 

Granite 
Grill  

(Bon Air) 

 

 

28 29 
 

 

 

 

30 
9:30 am    Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

31 



 Greeter Acolyte Worship 
Leader 

Food for 
Fellowship Tellers Special 

Music 

7/5 
Carol  
Goss 

Ava 
Hartman 

Tracy 
Hartman 

Barbara  
Beers 

Ann Andrus  
& Joel Guyer 

Annual 
Conference 

Worship 

7/12 
Faye  

Urban 
Isaiah 
Lipato 

Susan 
Robertson 

Susan  
Robertson 

Jeff Goss & 
Alyce Newman  

7/19 
Dolly  
Guyer 

Ava 
Hartman 

Orland  
Foster 

Bob & Pat 
Gangwer 

Joel & Dolly 
Guyer  

7/26 
Ann  

Andrus 
Ava 

Hartman 
Terrie  
Glass  Bob & Pat 

Gangwer  

8/2 
Carol  
Goss 

Ava 
Hartman 

Susan 
Robertson  Ann Andrus  

& Joel Guyer  

8/9 
Faye  

Urban 
Ava 

Hartman 
Sarah & Ava 

Hartman  Jeff Goss & 
Alyce Newman  

8/16 
Dolly  
Guyer 

Ava 
Hartman 

Alyce 
Newman  Joel & Dolly 

Guyer  

8/23 
Ann  

Andrus 
Isaiah 
Lipato 

Thoko & 
Savannah 

Lipato 
 Bob & Pat 

Gangwer  

8/30  Savannah 
Lipato 

Bob & Pat 
Gangwer  Ann Andrus  

& Joel Guyer  

Attendance  May 3 May 10 May 17 May 24 May 30 

Worship (total) 32 37 39 23 39 

   In-person & visitors 29 32 37 22 36 

   Live stream 3 5 2 1 3 

On-line views by that Friday 19 14 19 21 26 

Offering per week $4,800.00 $225.00 $3,396.25 $325.00 $3,230.00 
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The Mission and Ministry Board of the Church of the 
Brethren on Wednesday evening, June 17, approved a 
Statement of Intent regarding the future of the General 
Offices in Elgin, Ill., which is the denomination’s 
headquarters. 

The statement announces that “the board is exploring 
options for relocation of the denominational 
headquarters and will be pursuing the responsible sale of the current headquarters property.” 

The decision follows years of discussion by the board and other denominational leadership about the 
changes affecting the Church of the Brethren in terms of congregations and membership, questions of 
how best to carry out the ministry of the denomination, and what responsible stewardship requires. 

Board chair Kathy Mack presided at the Zoom meeting that was open only to elected board members, 
with all but two present. The statement was approved with one abstention. 

Also in the Zoom meeting were selected staff: David Steele, general secretary; Shawn Flory Replogle, 
executive director of Organizational Resources; Shannon McNeil Smith, executive administrative 
assistant in the General Secretary’s Office; and Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford, director of News Services, 
who was asked to attend in order to report on the meeting. 

The Statement of Intent was prepared by the board’s Facilities Stewardship Committee and was edited 
and approved by the Executive Committee before being presented to the board for approval. It emerged 
from a discussion held during closed session at the board’s March 2026 meeting in Modesto, Calif. 

The timing of the June 17 decision was intentional in order to disseminate the information in the days 
leading up to Annual Conference and give Conferencegoers the ability to bring informed questions, 
suggestions, and dreams to the event, according to board leadership. The board’s pre-Conference 
meeting is on Sunday, June 28, in the Grand Wayne Convention Center in Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Discussion during the June 17 Zoom meeting noted that consideration of details related to a sale of 
property or relocation of headquarters and staff has not yet begun. 

Three areas where specific concern is anticipated include the wellbeing of the staff, the Brethren Press 
inventory that is housed in the warehouse section of the building, and the Brethren Historical Library 

and Archives collection that occupies a large part of the building’s 
lower level. 

The board discussed how its members may receive and respond to 
questions during the denomination’s upcoming Annual Conference, 
and also heard a brief report about a meeting at the General Offices 
on Monday, June 15, where employees were informed of the 
impending decision. 

Mission and Ministry Board approves 
statement of intent regarding future 
of the General Offices 

Church of the Brethren Newsline 

June 19, 2026  



With Our District 

News from Bridgewater College  

Interested Bridgewater College juniors and seniors will be able to pursue graduate 
theological education and careers in ministry without leaving the BC campus. Using 
a $10 million grant from the Lilly Endowment, Bethany Theological Seminary is 
establishing the Brethren Higher Education Consortium to foster collaboration between the 
Seminary and the six undergraduate colleges and universities associated with the Church of the 
Brethren. The Seminary has established a new program, UP@Bethany, to allow upperclassmen at 
Bridgewater and the other Brethren-associated schools to take courses – via Zoom – at Bethany 
prior to receiving their undergraduate degrees. Students participating in the program will receive 
an introduction to graduate study and to advanced courses in theology and Biblical studies not 
typically available to undergraduates. Bethany celebrates the way that the grant will create new 
pathways to careers in ministry for students attending Brethren colleges and universities and will 
strengthen their connection with Bethany. The grant from the Lilly Endowment is the largest in 
Bethany’s 120-year history and is one of 45 grants approved to support theological schools in 
collaboration with church-related organizations. 
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Special Offering to Support Legal and Mutual 

Aid to Immigrant Sisters and Brothers 

In continuation of our district conference offering, the Virlina District is receiving a special 
offering to support legal and mutual aid for sisters and brothers who have immigration 
related issues.  

Since the creating of this fund was announced at Annual Conference last summer, over 50 
brethren across five districts (with over thirteen brethren from the Virlina district) have been 
supported in their efforts to apply for asylum, permits to work, legal status or United States 
citizenship. The fund offers grants of up to $2,500.00 per individual (with a limit of $5,000.00 
per household) to assist with these endeavors or to provide financial support to the 
households of members of the Church of the Brethren who have experienced hardship 
because of the detention or deportation of a loved one. 

The funds raised through this special offering will be in addition to the $10,000.00 that the 
Commission on New Church Development has approved toward the Legal and Mutual Aid 
Fund. To give to this fund, please send checks to 3402 Plantation Road NE, Roanoke, VA 
24012. Please write “Legal and Mutual Aid Fund” or Account #33504 in the memo line of 
your check.  

The legal and mutual aid fund is a program of the Deportation Defense Response of the 
Church of the Brethren (a shared program of the Atlantic Northeast, Atlantic Southeast, 
Pacific Southwest and Virlina Districts along with On Earth Peace and the Church of the 
Brethren Intercultural Office).  

For more information about the program, please visit https://www.onearthpeace.org/
deportation_defense_response_team. 

https://us.list-manage.com/NfE0yOVD40H?e=c3b13816b8&c2id=05d96125326b1b910258fd8b9a71ad00
https://us.list-manage.com/NfE0yOVD40H?e=c3b13816b8&c2id=05d96125326b1b910258fd8b9a71ad00
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