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 Men’s  N ight  Out    

The men are heading out together 
for a bite on Monday, April 13 at 
5:30 p.m. at Kitchen 33 (13151 
Mountain Road, Glen Allen, 23059). 
It’s a time for the guys to get 
together, enjoy each 
other’s company at a 
non-profit restaurant. 
Please RSVP to Bob 
Gangwer ASAP so 
that there’s a seat for 
you at the table. 
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Town Hall and Pastoral Search Update 

O n Sunday, March 15th, we completed our 

series of three Town Hall Meetings 

designed to help us discern God’s vision for the 

next chapter of life and ministry at West 

Richmond.  

I n the first Town Meeting, we looked at our 

history and discussed what things are central 

to our core identity. Among the many strengths 

of WRCOB, we highlighted our commitment to 

peace and justice, our long history of service in 

our community and beyond, and our informal but 

rich worship and excellent music. 

A t Town Hall number two, we looked at 

where we are now. While we 

acknowledged our current challenges (an older 

congregation and declining attendance and 

giving) we identified many assets: our savings, 

our property and our building (which is in good 

shape and is debt free), the commitment of our 

congregation to service, and many potential 

partners to engage with in ministry. 

A t the final Town Hall, we identified needs 

in our church and in our community that 

God might be calling us to meet. Then we 

brainstormed how we might use our significant 

assets to meet those needs. Looking outward into 

our community, consensus emerged immediately 

around helping the Brethren Deportation Defense 

Response Team care for families that need to 

come to Richmond for hearings and immigration 

check-ins. There was also passion around 

engaging local school students through tutoring 

and weekend back-pack meals, hosting a 

Community Sharing Day where neighbors could 

bring and donate things they no longer need and 

others could receive what they need, and 

developing initiatives that will reach and draw in 

younger generations. Looking inward, we 

identified a need to better organize how we might 

care for and meet the needs of our aging 

congregation. In the days ahead, we will continue 

to discuss which of these initiatives God might be 

calling us to develop and launch. 

Next Steps 

N ow, the Pastor Search Team and 

Visioning Team will use the information 

from these Town Hall meetings and the surveys 

you completed to develop our church and 

pastoral profiles. The goal is to have drafts of 

these available for review by the May 

Congregational Business Meeting. Once we have 

finalized the profiles, we will distribute them and 

the search process will begin in earnest. 

What You Can Do 

Pray, pray, pray! 
Pray for the Search and Visioning 
Teams as they prepare the profiles. 

Pray for the person God is preparing to 
be our next pastor! 

Pray that God will continue to direct us 

as we discern our next steps together. 

 

I  am excited to see how God is at work. As 
always, I am on the journey with you, 

Tracy 
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West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia  23229-4239 

Phone: 804-288-6439      www.wrcob.org     wrcob@wrcob.org 

Interim Pastor .................................................. Rev. Tracy Hartman 
Office Hours (M) ......................................... 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Administrative Assistant .............................................. Barbara Beers 
Office Hours (M-F) ........................................ 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Sunday School ....... 9:30 a.m. Worship ......... 11:00 a.m. 

If no one is in the office or the line is busy, voice mail will pick up, 
so PLEASE leave us a message. Items for the bulletin’s weekly 
newssheet MUST be submitted by noon on Thursday to the 
church office. All items for the April edition of The Herald are due 
in the office by Wednesday,  Apri l  15,  2026 . 

Anna has moved and is ready 

for visitors to arrive! 

Many, many 

thanks go 

out to 

Brandon 

Keithly for 

gifting a 

refrigerator 

to the 

church 

office 

building. 

The old one 

died last 

summer.  

You rock 
Brandon!! 

 

And thank 

you too to 

Kevin Beers 

for helping to 

get it into 

the building. 

Sandy Faw brought home a Gold Medal at the inaugural 
“Love Pickle, Stop Cancer” St. Jude Pickleball 

Tournament on February 28! The event wasn’t just about 
great competition—it also raised funds to support life-
saving cancer research at St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, making the victory even more meaningful. 
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Pastor Tracy shared a bit of what 
took place at the March 15th Town Hall 
meeting on page 2. A pic was snapped 
of this smiling face. Was she sharing 
sweets, or teasing the photographer? 

In the past, West Richmond has had great fun in 
putting on a “Coffee House” or “Talent Show”. 
Call it what you will, this is an open invitation to a 
revival of this informal and fun event. We have a 
great deal of talent in this congregation - the 
spoken word, a wide variety of musical, theatrical, 
and more. Some might feel the need for a ‘recital’ 
as incentive or would enjoy such an opportunity 
without the ‘pressure’ of performing in worship or 
just simply have a passion to share with others. 
Speaking of sharing with others, bring along a 
snack to share while we enjoy the entertainment! 
In the meanwhile, those who would like to 
participate (and, PLEASE, do not be shy!) can 
communicate with Ken or Vanessa. There may 
even be cameo visits from the past. 

S i gn - up  i n  t h e  G at he r i n g  R o om !  

The ladies are heading southside in April.  

Reservations haven’t been made yet for 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, April 30 but there are rumors it may be 

Extra Billy’s Smokehouse (1110 Alverser Drive, Midlo, 23113).  

All ladies and their friends are invited to join in. 



Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 2 
6:30 pm   Love 

Feast 

7:45 pm  Quick 

Choir  

3 

 

4 

5 
9:00 am   Devotion & 

Flowering the Cross 

9:30 am   Breakfast 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

6 7 
10:30 am    

8 9 
5:30 pm   Handbells 

6:45 pm   Choir 

10 11 

12 
9:30 am    Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

 

13 
5:30 pm   Men’s 

Night Out at 

Kitchen 33 

14 
10:30 am    

15 16 
5:30 pm   Handbells 

6:45 pm   Choir 

17 
6:00 pm   Free 

&

18 
Sanctuary & Gathering 

Room in use morning/

afternoon 

6:15 pm    

19 
9:30 am    Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

20 21 
10:30 am    

22 23 
5:30 pm   Handbells 

6:45 pm   Choir 

 

 

24 25 
 

 

 

 

 

 

26 
9:30 am    Adult Sunday 

School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

 

LAMBs Basket 
Collection  

27 28 
10:30 am    

29 30 
6:30 pm   Ladies 

Nite Out  

 

 

Talk to David Brunk 

Hilltop Preschool & Henrico County Schools 

Closed for Spring Break 



2....... Don Ziegler 

5....... Taylor Holsinger 

6....... Chris & Katie Heatwole 

12 .... Jack Martin 

13 .... Susan Diamond 

14 .... Alex Arthur 

Wes & Claire (Lynch) Bosman 
 

15 .... John & Jennifer Fleming 

16 .... Renae Aigner 

18 .... Dolly Guyer 

19 .... Missie (Pendleton) Hurst 

Larry McCann 

20 .... Konrad Wampler 

Brendan & Sloan (Lynch) Waters 

22 .... Josslyne Harding 

23 .... Karen (Reynolds) Ellis 

Cameron McCloud 

26 .... Shontell Giles 

Sean Waters 

Mike & Ann Andrus 

27 .... Sandra Lynch 

28 .... Sarah (Beers) Hartman 

Isaiah Lipato 

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?  
Please, contact the church office to correct our oversite . 

February 1 8 15 22  

Worship (total) 29 33 40 36  

   In-person & visitors 0 27 30 31  

   Live stream + Zoom 13+16 6 10 5  

On-line views by that Friday 22 15 13 12  

Offering per week  $15,953.25 $1,200.00 $3,300.00 $2,301.25  

April Greeter Acolyte 
Worship 
Leader 

Food for 
Fellowship 

Tellers 
Featured 
Friends 

5 Carol Goss Isaiah Lipato 
Thoko & 

Savannah Lipato 
Easter Breakfast 

instead 
Bob & Pat 
Gangwer 

Nancy Martin & 
Steve Martin 

12 Faye Urban Ava Hartman Susan Robertson  
Ann Andrus  
& Joel Guyer 

Shirley Minor 

19 Dolly Guyer Savannah Lipato Ann Andrus  
Jeff Goss &  

Alyce Newman 
Bob & Margaret 

Phillips 

26 Ann Andrus Ava Hartman   
Joel & Dolly 

Guyer 
Neria Shelton 
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My First Appreciation Dinner with the Virlina District  

— Orland Foster 

O n the 8th of March, Carol Goss, Laura Foster and I went to 
Camp Bethel to attend the Virlina District’s Biennial Brethren 
Disaster Ministries Appreciation Dinner. The event was held in the 
Ark Dining & Conference building. The event was well attended 
with many of the volunteer from the Virlina District churches as 
well as three special guests. Kim Gingerich and Sharon Franzen 
came down from the main office in New Windsor, Maryland and 
Pastor Andy Hamilton came up from Canton, NC. 

K im Gingerich, Program Assistant for the Rebuild Department 
of BDM, spoke about BDM’s work over the last couple of years in 
Letcher County, KY and Johnson County, TN, as well as the other 
projects such as grants to people going through disasters. She is heading 
to North Carolina to work out details for a potential project rebuild for the 
Hurricane Helene Disaster. Please pray that everything will work out for this new project. 

S haron Franzen, Office Manager for Brethren Disaster Services, spoke about the incredible work 
that Children Disaster Services (CDS) does setting up child care centers in shelters and disaster 
assistance centers to take care of the children while their parents deal with issues like dealing with 
insurance companies, finding a place to live, finding food, etc. While familiar with the work of CDS, 
I was surprised to find out that they provided a team of Critical Response Care volunteers to care for 
the children during the first anniversary memorial for the American Airlines collision that killed 67 
people near Washington, D.C. A call was put out for more people to attend the upcoming trainings 
scheduled for Virginia Beach and Manassas in October of this year. 

P astor Andy Hamilton spoke about the numerous grants that he received to help the people in 
North Carolina survive after Hurricane Helene devastated their communities. Pastor Hamilton was 
able to give grants to many residents for $1,500 or more from the more than $100,000 that the 
Church of the Brethren sent with funds coming from the main BDM office as well as grants from the 
Virlina District and others. 

A fter the wonderful dinner, certificates were then passed out for all of the BDM volunteers by 
church family. West Richmond was the last called and they spoke about how grateful the district was 
for our church and our volunteer spirit. We were one of the top churches to send volunteers in our 
district and they were so very grateful that, even though the district has a van for BDM 
use, we choose to rent our own van and when the district offered to provide 
compensation for the rental, we chose not to take it. Thank you, Ken Heatwole! 

I t was a very nice evening and I was glad to meet more 
family members in our Virlina District.  



Page 9  The Hera ld Around Our District 
CAMP BETHEL WISH LIST —  Amazon wish list can be found at: https://a.co/5qG5JYq 

Sam’s gift cards to help offset food cost for upcoming events, 15-passenger van (2015 
or newer); Outdoor Storage Shed (used or new); window air-conditioning units; 
Refrigerator (full); LED light bulbs; new first-aid supplies; 3’x8’ plyboards for bunks 
(any thickness or quality); or monetary donations at www.CampBethelVirginia.org/donate. 
Gifts are tax-deductible! 

SOUNDS OF THE MOUNTAINS 
"House" Concert  —  Cloverdale CoB, April 16  —  Gear up for our big Sounds of the 
Mountains weekend with a "house" concert! Join three of our tellers for an early, house show at 
Cloverdale CoB (4708 Read Mountain Road, Cloverdale, VA 24077) on April 16 at 7:00pm. No 
ticket required; donations accepted. 

Storytelling Festival, April 17-18, 2026  —  Celebrate the 25th year of Sounds of the 
Mountains Storytelling Festival! Join us for fun stories, music, food, and springtime beauty, all 
to raise funds for Camp Bethel in Fincastle, VA. Our excellent Sponsors make this event 
possible, and your donations keep it alive. Food available for purchase or bring your own. 2026 
storytellers include Bil Lepp, Donald Davis, Kim Weitkamp, Dolores Hydock, Antonio Rocha and 
Josh Goforth. Ticket sales begin January 1, 2026. More information at 
www.soundsofthemountains.org. 

SPECIAL OFFERING TO SUPPORT LEGAL & MUTUAL AID TO IMMIGRANT SISTERS & BROTHERS 
In continuation of our district conference offering, the Virlina District is receiving a special 
offering to support legal and mutual aid for sisters and brothers who have immigration related 
issues. Since the creating of this fund was announced at Annual Conference last summer, over 
50 brethren across five districts (with over thirteen brethren from the Virlina district) have 
been supported in their efforts to apply for asylum, permits to work, legal status or United 
States citizenship. The fund offers grants of up to $2,500.00 per individual (with a limit of 
$5,000.00 per household) to assist with these endeavors or to provide financial support to the 
households of members of the Church of the Brethren who have experienced hardship because of 
the detention or deportation of a loved one. 
The funds raised through this special offering will be in addition to the $10,000.00 that the 
Commission on New Church Development has approved toward the Legal and Mutual Aid Fund. 
To give to this fund, please send checks to 3402 Plantation Road NE, Roanoke, VA 24012. Please 
write “Legal and Mutual Aid Fund” or Account #33504 in the memo line of your check. 
The legal and mutual aid fund is a program of the Deportation Defense Response of the Church 
of the Brethren (a shared program of the Atlantic Northeast, Atlantic Southeast, Pacific 
Southwest and Virlina Districts along with On Earth Peace and the Church of the Brethren 
Intercultural Office). 

For more information about the program, 
please visit https://www.onearthpeace.org/deportation_defense_response_team . 

https://www.onearthpeace.org/deportation_defense_response_team


 

7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, VA  23229-4239 

West Richmond Church of the Brethren 

804-288-6439 www.wrcob.org wrcob@wrcob.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

Place 
stamp 
here! 

Please join us for our new sermon series: Great Days for Great Living. 

What does resurrection look like after the Easter lilies have wilted, the echoes of Handel’s “Hallelujah” 
no longer reverberate in our memory, and we find ourselves in a world that rolls along with little 
awareness that something monumental has happened? How do we “practice resurrection” (as Eugene 
Peterson puts it) while facing the hard truth that, “Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn thy Christ, assail 
his ways!”? Plan to join us and invite a friend for the Sundays of Easter as we ask hard questions, face the 
realities of our day head on, and learn how to live out our faith in this challenging world! 

April 12th: Our Scars Are Part of Our Story (Jesus Appears to the Disciples) 
April 19th: Starting With Trouble and Ending with Hope ("We had Hoped..." - the Emmaus Road journey) 

April 26th: Why Is God Silent While Evil Rages? (When God's Power is Quiet and Evil is Loud) 
May 3rd: The Light That No Darkness Can Put Out (Enduring Hope in Dangerous Times) 

May 10th: Taking Jesus Seriously (Discipleship vs. Admiration) 
May 17th (Pentecost Sunday): Christianity Not A Form But A Force (Preparing for Pentecost Power) 


