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On Sunday, March 15th, we will hold 
our third Town Hall meeting in the 
Gathering Room after worship. After 
sharing a meal together, we will dream 
together about the future of West 
Richmond. Together, we will identify 
our many assets and dream about how 
we might use them to meet the needs 
that God is calling us to meet in our 
community and in our larger world. 
This will be a fun and interactive event – 
you won’t want to miss it!  

Please sign-up to bring 
your favorite dishes for 

our Carry-In Meal.  



Page 2  The Hera ld 

THE LENTEN SEASON CONTINUES 

P lease plan to join us as we continue our Lenten Series, Bread of Life. Each 
Sunday we will explore how Jesus, the Bread of Life, meets our needs and 
challenges us to meet the needs of others.  

O n Sunday, March 1, Dan Rudy, our District Executive Minister will join us in person. 
He will preach for us in worship and lead us through a brief discussion of the 

denomination’s Ethics Paper in the Gathering Room after worship. Let’s extend Dan a 
warm WRCOB welcome! 

D uring Holy Week, we will gather on Maundy Thursday (April 2nd) for 
our Love Feast. You will not want to miss this meaningful time of 

fellowship, foot-washing, and sharing the Lord’s Supper together.   

P lan now to come help with our afternoon Community Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, 
April 4th.We’re having a planning meeting after worship on March 28th – come learn 
how you can help! We welcome many of our neighbors for this event, so it is a great 
opportunity to connect with new friends and invite them to worship! 

O n Easter Sunday, our schedule will be a bit different this year. We will 
gather outside, weather permitting, at 9:00 for a brief Easter 

devotional and to flower the cross, then in place of Sunday School, we 
will move into the Gathering Room to enjoy breakfast together. Please 
plan to bring flowers for the cross and be ready to eat. Finally, we will 
gather for worship in the sanctuary at 11:00 to celebrate the 
resurrection. Who might you invite to join us? 

A midst the busy-ness of this season, I encourage you to make time to 
intentionally slow down and meditate on the meaning of this powerful 

season. How might God be speaking to you as we journey towards the 
cross and beyond?  

Tracy 
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West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia  23229-4239 

Phone: 804-288-6439      www.wrcob.org     wrcob@wrcob.org 

Interim Pastor .................................................. Rev. Tracy Hartman 
Office Hours (M) ......................................... 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Administrative Assistant .............................................. Barbara Beers 
Office Hours (M-F) ........................................ 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Sunday School ....... 9:30 a.m. Worship ......... 11:00 a.m. 

If no one is in the office or the line is busy, voice mail will pick up, 
so PLEASE leave us a message. Items for the bulletin’s weekly 
newssheet MUST be submitted by noon on Thursday to the 
church office. All items for the April edition of The Herald are due 
in the office by Sunday,  March 15,  2026 . 

We met after worship on February 22 over an 
abundant offering of foods to talk about West 
Richmond and answer some questions about 
us. Those answers will come out shortly along 
with those from the first Town Hall Meeting. 
If you’ve missed either of these gatherings, you 
are welcome to be part of the next discussion 
on March 15th for the third in the series. 

This meeting we had the ability for those 
who couldn’t be present but wanted to 
contribute, to Zoom in thanks to our 
Tech & Media Director, Kevin Beers.  
Let us know if you would like to use 

Zoom for the upcoming meeting. 



Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 
9:30 am                     

Adult Sunday School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site 

with guest speaker, 

Dan Rudy 

2 3 
10:30 am    

4 5 
5:30 pm   Handbells 

6:45 pm   Choir 

6 
 

7 

8 
2:00 am  Daylight 

Savings time begins 

9:30 am                     

Adult Sunday School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

 

9 10 
10:30 am    

11 12 
5:30 pm   Handbells 

6:45 pm   Choir 

13 14 

15 
9:30 am                     

Adult Sunday School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

12:05 pm   Carry-in 

Lunch & Town 

Hall Meeting #3 

16 17 
10:30 am    

18 19 
5:30 pm   Handbells 

6:45 pm   Choir 

20 21 
 

22 
9:30 am                     

Adult Sunday School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

 

23 24 
10:30 am    

25 26 
6:30 pm   Ladies 

Nite Out  

 

 

27 
6:00 pm   

28 
 

 

 

 

 

 

29 
9:30 am                  

Adult Sunday School 

11:00 am   Worship— 

Online/On Site  

 

LAMBs Basket 
Collection  

30 

Henrico County 

Schools & Hilltop 

Preschool Closed  



1 ....... Jacob & Julia Tulli 

3 ....... Monica (Sek) Baker 

4 ....... Meade Tulli 

5 ....... Brendan Faw 

6 ....... Kaici Keithly 

7 ....... David Brunk 

11 ..... Noah McLaughlin 

13 ..... Ben Mbecha & Susan Mbeboh 

14 ..... Paula Bryant 

15 ..... Gabriella Ryan 

17 ..... Joyce Keithly 

Sloan (Lynch) Waters 

18 ..... Chris Heatwole 

Mike Hostetter 

20 ..... Sandy (Walbridge) Faw 

26 ..... Katie Heatwole 

27 ..... Brianna Etiendem 

Izanne Neethling 

28 ..... Deanna (Heckman) Harding 

30 ..... Kevin Beers 

31 ..... Lisa Cox 

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?  
Please, contact the church office to correct our oversite . 

January 4 11 18 25  

Worship (total) 33 41 34 18  

   In-person & visitors 26 31 29 Snow day  

   Live stream 7 10 5 18  

On-line views by that Friday 19 15 9   

Offering per week  $995.00 $1,225.00 $6,690.90 $0.00  

Mar Greeter Acolyte 
Worship 
Leader 

Food for 
Fellowship 

Tellers 
Featured 
Friends 

1 Carol Goss Ava Hartman Tracy Hartman 
Susan Robertson 
& Barbara Tulli 

Joel & Dolly 
Guyer 

Betty Fuller 

8 Faye Urban Savannah Lipato 
Thoko & 

Savannah Lipato 
 

Bob & Pat 
Gangwer 

Shaun & Madelyn 
Finchum 

15 Dolly Guyer Ava Hartman Susan Robertson 
Town Hall #3 

Carry-In 
Ann Andrus  
& Joel Guyer 

Don Ziegler 

22 Ann Andrus Isaiah Lipato Alyce Newman  
Jeff Goss &  

Alyce Newman 
JoAnn & Luanne 

Holsinger 

29  Ava Hartman  Faye Urban 
Joel & Dolly 

Guyer 
Bob Keithly 
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Super Bowl Sunday 2026 was on February 8th which means so was our Souper Bowl of 

Caring! We were able to sample eight soups from six different chefs: 

Carolyn Arthur brought us Chicken Tortilla Soup; 

Janet Brunk and her mom worked together to make Chicken with 
Mixed Vegetable Soup; 

Tracy Hartman made Brunswick Stew for us; 

Vanessa Morton brought Broccoli Cheddar Soup and Lentil Soup; 

Alyce Newman brought Roasted Red Pepper & Tomato Soup 
and the Pioneer Woman’s Seven Can Soup; and 

Faye Urban brought Salmon Soup. 

We sampled them all and voted on our favorites with cash. 

This year’s top chef was Carolyn Arthur ($94), followed 
closely by Janet & her mom ($93), and third place went to 
Alyce Newman for her Roasted Red Pepper & Tomato. All 

totaled,  we raised $340.81 for the Chesterfield Food Bank 
Outreach Center (https://share.google/uXqrPhU2wlbqZ7ywW). 

Thank you to those who brought the soups!  
Thank you to those who sampled the soups!  
Thank you to those who voted so very generously!  

We couldn’t have done this without any of you.  

See you next year on 
February 14, 2027! 

 

 
P.S. Look, there 
was more than 
just the soups 

to sample! 

https://share.google/uXqrPhU2wlbqZ7ywW


As the cash votes were counted for our Souper Bowl, we started to introduce three of 
our new West Richmond friends. If you missed it, here’s some info you missed... 
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Barbara Hodgdon...  

Barbara has a special connection to 
Brazil. She was born in the United States 
to a Brazilian mother and an American 
father, and she holds dual citizenship. 
Her grandfather founded a Brethren 
church in Brazil — the very church where 
her parents met. Though she has spent 
most of her life in Ohio, she moved to 
this area for her work. Barbara holds a 
PhD in Human Development and Family 
Science, with a focus on geriatrics and 
family caregiving, and she works as a 
data analyst in research. 

She has been attending with us since 
August 2024. In her search for a church 
rooted in service, she visited here and 
immediately connected with the music. 
Barbara is engaged to Claudio Vrisman, 
who is from Brazil. They met through her 
mother, whose work involved helping 
international students adjust to life in the 
U.S., when Claudio came to Ohio as a 
student. When he is in town, he joins her 
for worship. Her parents still live in Ohio. 

In her free time, Barbara enjoys reading 
comic books, listening to music, and 
visiting museums. She loves learning and 
hearing people’s stories. A few fun facts: 
she speaks Portuguese, is an only child, 
and studied ballet for twelve years. If you 
ever need a snack recommendation, she 
suggests Brazilian cheese bread for 
something savory and brigadeiro for 
something sweet. 

When asked what she has appreciated 
most about WRCOB, Barbara describes 
the congregation as supportive, loving, 
and compassionate. In fact, she says she 
feels she has already found what she 
was hoping for in a church home.  

 (from Kevin Beers) 

Orland and Laura Foster... 

Orland was born at Selfridge Air Force Base in Michigan 
and grew up in Zion, IL, between Chicago and Milwaukee—
a town founded by faith healer John Alexander Dowie. He 
describes his life as “eventful,” with both challenges and 
blessings. Growing up in a blended family wasn’t always 
peaceful, but there were many good memories—Cubs and 
Brewers games, museums and plays in Chicago, and 
learning to work on stock cars alongside his stepdad. 

After high school, Orland built houses in Colorado, 
worked in his father’s plumbing business in Seattle, and 
later helped run his father’s Best Western motel in 
Prescott, Arizona. He spent time working in North 
Carolina, Atlanta, and Fort Lauderdale before starting his 
own construction company. A renovation job eventually 
brought him to Richmond—into the very house he and 
Laura still call home. 

Laura was born at Johnston-Willis Hospital and raised in 
Mechanicsville. She grew up studying music—ballet, 
organ, piano, and playing xylophone in her high school 
marching band. Though she majored in music in college, 
she discovered her love for office work while working as 
a cashier and enrolled at the Braxton School to become a 
legal secretary. She spent 22 years with a downtown law 
firm and now 15 years at a firm in Innsbrook. 

Laura had long believed that when she met “the one,” 
she would know. One Sunday at Faith Landmarks 
Church, while she was playing the marimba, Orland 
walked in—and she knew. Orland also believed his 
future wife would be there. In short order, they were 
engaged before their first official date. Laura says they 
trust their story because they believe God chose for 
them. (Ask them more about their story!) 

They later spent five years at Tikvat Israel, a Messianic 
Jewish synagogue, and returned to Faith Landmarks 
before eventually finding their way to West Richmond. 
This time, they immediately felt at home. They 
especially value the church’s warmth and commitment 
to service, and Orland has already become involved in 
disaster ministries and feels called to On Earth Peace.   

  (from Sandy Faw) 
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West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
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ADDRESS SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

Place 
stamp 
here! 

COMMUNITY EASTER EGG HUNT – April 4 
Believe it or not, Easter is only a few weeks away!  

We had such a great turn out the last few years for our 
Community Egg Hunts. Last year we had around 3,000 filled 
eggs and they were all used! We have some empty eggs in 

the office building that need to be filled, but we’ll need 
more. The eggs are filled with anything that might be of 

interest to a child. This can be individually wrapped candy 
(maybe not chocolate since is softens in the sun), coins, 
stickers, small toys, etc. Please have your fillings or filled 

eggs to church by Sunday, March 29 (Palm Sunday). 
 

Thank you for your help! 


