West Richmond Church of the Brethren . o .

Heral?

Join us for our

leoting #2

Thank you to everyone who attended our Town Hall meeting on January 117, We
enjoyed good food and fellowship as we talked about WRCODB?’s rich history and
began to think about our future. I am grateful for the Visioning Team’s work in this
process, especially to Carolyn Arthur and Janet Brunk who created the bright and

el (Pictures can be seen on the next page!)

engaging time lin

FEBRUARY 22, 2026 is the date for our next Town Hall Meeting after worship.
Please sign-up to bring your favorite dishes for our fellowship meal. After we eat, the
program will include...

A Report on the Findings from our first Town Hall
An Overview of the Church in America Today
An Overview of Where WRCOB is Today
A Report from the Visioning Team about Accomplishments to Date
Table Discussion
A Word from the Visioning Team about Next Steps

Every voice and opinion matters, so please
bl

plan to be a part of this important process. TNSIDE THIS TSSUE:
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LENT, 2026 This year our theme for Lent is Bread of Life. When the world feels heavy—

divided and uncertain—our hearts ache, our minds seek peace, and our souls
hunger for hope. In these moments, while many search for a way forward, the
bread of life reminds us of abundance. There is enough love, grace, & hope for all.

As we journey through Lent, from the wilderness to the shorelines of Galilee, we
will find the sacred in the ordinary—like bread, simple yet essential. We will
highlight how Jesus fed people—not just their bodies but their souls—with good
_-—"_-- - news, redemption, and stories of God’s kin(g)dom. From wedding feasts to eating

E AD with tax collectors to feeding thousands, people left Jesus’ presence with full hearts
and bellies. Plan to join us as we gather together to break bread, savor in the
®I l FE divine generosity of God, and rise to share with the world out of the abundance

we have received from the bread of life. Paston Tracy
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“ Amid the Community “

SsRiNGATTHE FEED MOR=.

WRCOB asked recently if
another member could be added
to the existing five-member
team that serves at Feedmore’s
Bayard Community Kitchen on
the third Tuesday afternoon of
each month. We were told “No”
because Feedmore limits teams
trom organizations to four
members. However, because of
our long history and years of
reliable service, we can have a
team of five (but, no more).

Feedmore relies heavily on
volunteers. If you are interested
in volunteering at Feedmore’s
Community Kitchen, you can
always sign up and serve —on a
day and a shift that suits you. If
you sign up and show up for the
afternoon shift on a third
Tuesday, you will likely see the
WRCOB team, but you’ll be
working with other friendly
volunteers. Please do sign up
BEFORE you show up. Doing
so helps Feedmore know how
many volunteers they can count
on for shifts.

There are three volunteer
opportunities in the Bayard
Community Kitchen

Meal Preparation: Tasks

include  slicing, dicing,
washing, peeling, and
measuring various
ingredients, but NOT
cooking. Volunteers need
to be comfortable
working with all food
products, including raw
meat. You must be age 18
to serve here.

Meal Packaging: Volunteers

portion and package
prepared food products
for distribution to Meals
on Wheels and other
clients. Tasks may include
tilling, sealing and
labeling trays of prepared
tfood. You must be age 16
to serve here.

Box Packaging: Volunteers

package and seal bags of
tood products (roll and
butter, juice boxes, dry

milk packets)

West Richmond Church of the Brethren

or pack meals
into boxes for

7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239

Phone: 804-288-6439  www.wrcob.org  wrcob@wrcob.org

Interim Pastor..........ccocvviviiiiiiiiiii Rev. Tracy Hartman

distribution
to Meals on

Oftice Hours (M) ..c.ooovvenveiviniiciiencienn 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Wheels and

Administrative ASSISTANT.......cecveerveerreereerreeereereesaeees

Barbara Beers

other clients.

Office Hours (M-F) ....ccoooviniiiininiiiinine 9:30 am. - 1:30 p.m.
Sunday School........ 9:30 a.m. Worship......... 11:00 a.m.

If no one is in the office or the line is busy, voice mail will pick up,
so PLEASE leave us a message. Items for the bulletin’s weekly
newssheet MUST be submitted by noon on Thursday to the
church office. All items for the March edition of The Herald are due
in the office by Sunday, March 15, 2026.

You must be
age 16 to
serve here.

COMMUNITY KITCHEN

For more information and to
sign up as a volunteer, simply
go to www.feedmore.org, click
on “Give Help,” and then under
“Time” click on “Volunteer.*

Follow the links to the Project
Catalog of ways to serve and
read the information under
Bayard Community Kitchen -
Individual Opportunities. When
you click on Learn More, you
will find important information
about what to expect on your
shift, what to wear as well as
what Feedmore expects of
volunteers.

At the bottom of that
information page, you can sign
up for a shift (3 to 4 hours) by
date and time (morning or
afternoon).

If you have other questions
about Feedmore, please talk to
Ann Andrus.
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11:00 am Worship—
Online via Zoom
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9:30 am  Adult Sunday
School

11:00 am Worship—
Online/On Site
12:05 pm Souper Bowl
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10:30 am  Staff
Meeting in the
Friendship
Room
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District Virtual
Bible Study
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1230 pm Go to
FeedMore
Community
Kitchen

Henrico County Schools and Hilltop Preschool Closed

WRCOB Offices Closed
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9:30 am  Adult Sunday

School
11:00 am Worship—

Online/On Site
12:05 pm Carry-in

Lunch & Town

Hall Meeting #2

\ LAMBs Basket
" Collection

9:30 am  Senior Café
has Sing-a-long
with Vanessa

1:00 pm Hilltop
Preschool
Board meets in
the Friendship
Room

5:30 pm Men’s
Night Out at
Capital Ale
House, Short
Pump

24
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9:30 am Senior Café

6:30 pm Ladies
Nite Out at
Jiang’s Chinese
Restaurant

140
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Kitchen &
Gathering
Room in Use
(afternoon &
evening)
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| .....Jonathan McCloud I5....Emily Tulli 26 ...Emma Burton
5.....Joe Martin David  Janet Brunk, 27 ...Beth Martin
|1...Zack Keithly |8....Brian Skillen Peter eI Amparito Brunk,
14... Ellie Hemenway 22....Sarah (ziegeny Hodkinson
Bennet Tulli 23....Claire ync) Bosman

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?
Please, contact the church office to correct our oversite.

Feb Greeter Acolyte Worship Food f°'? Tellers Fea.tured
Leader Fellowship Friends
| et e e Barbara Beers — =e—— —
Chris & Fern
Damour, Fred &
8 Faye Urban Ava Hartman | Susan Robertson Souper 3°WI Bob & Pat Paula Bryant, Mike
of Caring Gangwer Faus, and Bill &
Karen Ellis
15 Dolly Guyer Isaiah Lipato n 2 8’? Tgef‘gi;l;sr Marcia Forrest
22 Ann Andrus | Savannah Lipato n n AIJyecf:. ?\lczin%an Bill & Lib Kinzie
w kl November 2 9 16 23 30
ee y Worship (total) 47 36 51 41 40
Statisti In-person & visitors 40 28 29 34 34
cs Live stream 7 8 22 7 6
M i\ views by that Friday I 12 27 25 17
ITLTTTT: Offering per week $1,865.00 $6,510.00 $3,065.90 $500.00 $5,513.25
W ” December 7 14 21 28 %&ﬁ%
f Worship (total) 38 37 44 38 %
,9 PREER | nperson & visicors 28 30 44 31 ség}
{ Live stream 10 7 - 7
—— On-line views by that Friday 23 12 - 12 /‘ “\s
Offering per week $1,365.00 $1,389.89 $17,397.78 $1,223.25 § @%ﬁ
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NEXTREX PLASTIC RECYCLING

I want to thank the many of you who have been
taithfully participating in the NexTrex Recycling
Challenge that Freeman High School undertook
a year ago in hopes of collecting 1000 pounds of
plastic wrap that could then be made into a
plastic bench. Every week or two — when I
would walk into Freeman with multiple bags of
plastics — the office staft would cheer and express
their sincere appreciation of our church and the
dedicated efforts of those associated with it.

Freeman’s year-long participation in the
program ended January 31, 2026, and although
they did not make their goal, they did collect
nearly 600 pounds of plastics, many of which
might have ended up in landfills. They also
succeeded in educating the community as to all
the many types of plastics that can be recycled
easily by taking them to stores that have
receptacles for plastic bags. I encourage all of
you to continue recycling plastics by dropping
them oft at the store, or you can simply continue
to put them in the green carts at church and I’ll
take them there myself.

Please remember that acceptable items (even at
store drop-oft) include: grocery bags, bread
bags, bubble wrap, dry cleaning bags, newspaper
sleeves, ice bags, plastic shipping envelopes,
Ziplock bags, cereal bags, case overwrap (the
wrap around toilet paper, paper towels, water
bottles, etc.), salt bags, produce bags, pallet
wrap and stretch film. Any bags with the
triangular “Store Drop-off” symbol are definitely
acceptable. Plastics that have a
slash through that symbol are
not, and any plastics that
crackle or tear easily are
typically the wrong kind. Please
remove any paper labels and
make sure all plastics are clean.
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COMPOSTING FOOD SCRAP
DROP-OFF PROGRAM

As we continue to be good stewards of God’s
wonderous earth, I invite you to participate in a
new program that was just introduced in
November. Chesterfield, Henrico, and
Richmond now offer a food scrap drop-oft
program for composting. They accept:

o All food scraps (fruits, vegetables, meat,
tish, dairy, eggshells, bread, etc.)

e Food-soiled paper products (napkins, paper
towels, coftee filters and tea bags)

e Certified compostable products (utensils,
plates, cups). Jtem must display one of these
certifications: BPI Compostable, Compost
Manutacturing Alliance, OK Compost (TUV) or
Din Certo (seedling logo)

No plastic bags, plastic bottles, straws, pet
waste, pizza boxes or diapers.

Given the nature of food scraps, I don’t think it
will be feasible to set up a receptacle at church.
However, I will gladly collect napkins and any
certified compostable products after food events
at church and take them to a drop-oft site.
We’ve been composting food scraps for years at
our house and now have a place to drop off
other compostable items. I encourage you to
consider doing the same in your home.

There are numerous well-lit outside drop-off
receptacles throughout Richmond (one at the
West End Branch Richmond Public Library, 5420
Patterson Ave, near Willow Lawn), as well as two
centers in both Henrico and Chesterfield.
Please see the website for details. May we all
heed God’s call to be caretakers of the
beautiful world around us.

https://cvwma.com/programs/composting/

Sancly Faw


https://cvwma.com/programs/composting/
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Around Our District

2025 District Conference Wrap-Up

The 2025 Virlina District Conference was held November 14-15 at Valley Church in Roanoke, Virginia.
Friday evening worship was lead by Tom Powers and Naomi Powers served as music leader. We were
blessed with two wonderful speakers, Dr. David Jones and Dr. Dava Hensley, giving us a meaningful
message on Internal Reflection on what God tells us and Reflection of God to others-showing and then
sharing with others. Friday evening’s special music was the worship band from Iglesia Christiana Nueva
Vida COB from Floyd, VA. On Saturday, Dewey Williard led us in worship with our guest speaker being
our 2026 Annual Conference Moderator, Don Fitzkee speaking on, “Lament, Repent, Reinvent”.

2025 Virlina District Conference was well attended...Congregations represented—75
Delegates—166..................... Non-Delegates—27 (we believe this number is more) Children and Youth—23

The total offering was $1,542 with $771 going to the Deportation Defense Response for the Legal and
Mutual Aid Fund to help with our Brothers and Sisters who are facing immigration related legal challenges
(asylum claims, applications for US citizenship, applications for green cards, deportation orders, and more).

The delegates heard reports from the District Board, the District Staff, the commissions and committees of
the Board and from several agencies of the Church of the Brethren.

The delegates also processed the following items of new business: Approved the proposed 2026 Virlina
District Budget; Approved changes to the District Constitution and By-Laws and a transition plan;
Disorganized the Roanoke, First; Hopewell; and Virginia Beach, Christian Church Uniting congregations
due to diminishing membership; Disorganized the Fairview, Floyd congregation due to completion of the
congregational withdrawal process.

The changes to the Constitution and By-Laws focused on the size of the District Board (shrinking from 34
members to 19 members), calling board members by commission rather than by area, electing the board chair
directly by the district conference, making the Outdoor Ministries Committee and the New Church
Development Committee commissions of the board and condensing the nine geographic areas into five.

The following people were elected to leadership rolls by our delegate body:

Moderator Elect: Sister Carol Elmore (Roanoke Oak Grove)

District Board: Freda Horn (Smith Mountain Lake), Jaime Martinez (Nueva Vida), Michael Wray (Red Hill), Norma
Mandragan (Buen Pastor), Wanda Drake (Mt Joy), Greg Broyles (Roanoke Oak Grove), Susan Gibson (Williamson
Road), Naomi Powers (Daleville), Annette Hubbard (Topeco), Kevin Kinsey-(Central), Areli Herrera (Nueva Vida)

Outdoor Ministries: Ron Robinson (Roanoke Oak Grove), Kathy Otey (Peters Creek)

Programs & Arrangements: Kenny King (Smith Mountain Lake), Cynthia Roach (New Bethel)

Nominating and Personnel: Lori Hurt (Boones Mill), Hal Sonofrank (Christiansburg), Sam Ellis (Wakefield Chapel)

Standing Committee: Cathay Huffman (Antioch)

Clerk: Rissa Craighead-(Oak Grove South)

In addition to those elected directly by the district conference, the delegates also aftirmed the following
persons who were called to roles in the district according to the transition plan: Bruce Huffman (Antioch)-
District Board Chairperson @7y Doug Diamond (Eden, First) - District Board, NCDC @7y George Barnhart (Roanoke,
Central) - District Board, NCDC @) Rod Quinn (Blue Ridge) - District Board, NCDC @1 Bill Hinton Sr. (Roanoke,
Central) - District Board, OMC **?, Susan Starkey (Cloverdale) - District Board, OMC **") Martha Dean (Monte Vista) -
District Board, OMC *"V

Our 2026 Virlina District Moderator, Dewey Williard, announced the scripture focus for our 2026
conference, 1 Peter 3:15b, “..always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for
the hope that is in you.” Brother Dewey asks if anyone has any artistic thoughts or ideas on a design to

go with this text, to please let Angella Haranzo know at angella@virlina.org. The 2026 District
Conference will be held at Valley Church, November 12-14, 2026.
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Visit our facebook page.

3 YouTube
Follow us on
@ Instagram

Continuing the work of Jesus. Peacefully. Simply. Together.
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s IQ Ladies Nite Out

6:30 p.m. on
February 26

Guys — wanna spend some time
with other guys? Join them at
3:30 p.m. on
Monday, February 23

Jiang's

Chinese

. Restaurant
6:00 p.m. Friday, Chbetose
I: ebl’u ary 2 m 4024-A CoxRoad Carmia
GlenAlen,\A20GD M.
‘ 23235
| nside, but to be comfy, bring a law ; Please reach out to ;
L' chair or cozy blanket to watch the movie. gsznAg)ce
' Free popcorn and water provided! Bob Gangwer to et 2/24/26 )

|
|
L Afamily event — no child care provided : him know you want
¥

to go along. Come, J
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