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December 21, 2025 4th Sunday of Advent 



WELCOME AND GREETING 

HANDBELL PRELUDE Carol of the Bells  

* CALL TO WORSHIP (One/All) 

We gather together in this place: 

prophets and dreamers, singers and poets, 

we who dare to imagine a world renewed; 

we who dare to dream God’s dream.  

We speak out with Zechariah. 

God’s name be blessed forever! 

For God has remembered us in mercy, 

and remained faithful to us in love. 

Because of God’s tender compassion, 

the dawn from on high will rise over us. 

Come and worship, all you who dream and wait. 

We have come to wonder and praise. 

* PRAYER OF GATHERING (in unison) 

God of liberation, your love reaches beyond all boundaries of 

prejudice and fear. Your tenderness is offered not only to the 

powerful or deserving, but to all people, according to your 

infinite compassion. Teach us to love widely and boldly, 

honoring the dignity of all and trusting your promise that the 

way of love is the way of life, Amen. 

* HYMN OF PRAISE Angels from the Realms of Glory #265 VT 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (One/All) 

The birth of Jesus has been told and retold a thousand times 

and in a thousand ways. 

Its impact cannot be contained in any one perspective. But who 

is telling the story changes how we hear it, how we imagine it, 

how we experience it. We light the candle of hope because 



hope creates a path for a new, unknown story to unfold. 
Lighting of the hope candle. 

We light the candle of peace because peace requires us to pay 

attention to the needs of those around us. Lighting of the peace 

candle. 

And we light the candle of joy because joy sustains us in the 

midst of uncertainty. Lighting of the joy candle. 

Close your eyes for a moment and imagine what you once 

thought was impossible coming to fruition: the husband of 

Elizabeth never believing they would be parents, holding his 

infant son, John. (Pause) 

Open your eyes. Zechariah, holding John, experiences an 

unexpected joy that leads to love. 

A love that reclaims and reorients all who are present toward 

the possibilities of God. 

A love that makes the most difficult of situations bearable and 

all things seem possible, even situations that dehumanize, 

harm, and belittle. 

A love that invites a lifelong, generation-transcending 

commitment to mercy, justice, and peace. 

Today, we also light the candle of love because love makes the 

impossible possible. Lighting of the love candle. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE Hope Is a Candle (vv. 1-2, 4, 3) #211 VT 

THOUGHTS ON GIVING (in unison) 

Holy God, we bring our gifts and offerings to you because the 

voices of the prophets remind us of something bigger, 

something greater than any system this world offers us. We 

believe when we trust you with our resources, the kin(g)dom of 

God comes much closer to reality on earth. Help us steward 

these gifts to create abundant life and love. Amen. 

MOMENTS OF WONDER 



HYMN  While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks #253 VT 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (One/All) 

Through the holy prophets of old, God gives us knowledge of 

salvation through the forgiveness of our sins. Let us approach 

the God who loves us, naming our need for redemption. 

God of love, you teach us songs of praise and call us to 

proclaim justice. We confess the ways that we instead use our 

words and voices in ways that cause harm. We share half-

truths, spread gossip, and speak unkindly. We fail to speak up 

for the vulnerable. We pay lip service to our faith instead of 

taking risks in the name of love. Help us to love you and our 

neighbors with courage and conviction, in word and in deed. 

We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

PASTORAL PRAYER 

Hear our prayers, Lord. 

May your gentle love make us brave and kind. 

Hear our prayers, Lord. 

May your fierce love make us bold dreamers. 

Hear our prayers, Lord. 

May your boundless love make all things whole. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  Luke 1:57-80, 

Psalm 89:1-4 

ANTHEM Advent Celebration  Joseph M. Martin 

(from Ceremony of Candles) 

SERMON “Merciful Love” 

AFFIRMATION OF LOVE (One/All) 

Let us affirm God’s gift of bold and liberating love. 



We believe in the power of love, a love that not only comforts 

but liberates. A love constructed with care, compassion, and 

courage, providing shelter and safety for all God’s children. We 

believe in love’s guardrails of grace and mercy. Love does not 

demand or wait for perfection, but scoops us up in arms of 

unconditional care, where we are, as we are. We believe, with 

gratitude, in a legacy of love, a long thread of memory 

recalling who we are and whose we are, stitching us into its 

tapestry of belonging. We believe love is not earned. Love is 

not control. Love is care and connection. We believe love holds 

no secrets. Love does not shame. Love speaks up. Love makes 

space. Because God’s love doesn’t give up on us, we will not 

give up on ourselves or each other. We will remember and 

bless. We will fix what is broken. We will look for the dawn of 

God’s love in and around us. 

* HYMN  Love Came Down at Christmas #255 VT 

* BENEDICTION 

* POSTLUDE So Tender and Mild  Phillip Keveren 

* Please stand as able and led 

                                  
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