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WELCOME AND GREETING

PRELUDE The First Noél/Christmas Eve Waltz David Lanz

* CALL TO WORSHIP (One/All)

We gather together in this place:
prophets and dreamers, singers and poets,
we who dare to imagine a world renewed;
we who dare to dream God’s dream.

We sing with Elizabeth and Mary.

Our spirits rejoice in God, our savior!

We bless the God of justice and joy,

who lifts up the lowly and vulnerable.
God’s mercy is upon us all,

from generation to generation.

Come and worship, all you who dream and wait.
\We have come to wonder and praise.

* PRAYER OF GATHERING (in unison)

God of surprises, you interrupt our world with joy and hope
beyond our wildest dreams. When we feel forgotten or
despair, bless us with your holy joy. When our world feels
barren, bless us with the gift of possibility. We pray as people
of deep faith, entrusting ourselves and our world to the holy
unknown, brought to birth in Jesus, our light and life. Amen.

* HYMN OF PRAISE O Come, All Ye Faithful #2417

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (One/All)

The birth of Jesus has been told and retold a thousand times
and in a thousand ways.

Its impact cannot be contained in any one perspective. But
who is telling the story changes how we hear it, how we
imagine it, how we experience it. We light the candle of hope



because hope creates a path for a new, unknown story to
unfold.

Light the first candle.

We light the candle of peace because peace requires us to pay
attention to the needs of those around us.

Light the second candle.

Close your eyes for a moment. Imagine two cousins
embracing and sharing life-changing news with one another.
One, an older woman, who knew the physical risks of bearing
a child late in life. The other, a not-yet-married woman, who
was aware of the social stigmas in her society. Yet each chose
joy over fear. Imagine the pure joy of this wonderful occasion.
(Pause)

Open your eyes. When Elizabeth shares her surprising news
with Mary, her joy doubles upon hearing that Mary is also
pregnant. The two women sing of joy as they sense, literally,
in their bodies that change is coming.

A joy of defiance that good news perseveres even in the most
difficult of circumstances. From Isaiah to Mary and Elizabeth,
from biblical times to the present, joy can be found. Joy is not
a denial of harm that is happening; it is a refusal to let
injustice define all reality.

A joy that moves from personal experience to communal
transformation in the song that Elizabeth and Mary
proclaimed, and we proclaim today.

A joy our world needs to experience this season, not to hide
from what is wrong, but to strengthen God’s people to bear a
world that is not right.

Today, we also light the candle of joy because joy sustains us
in the midst of uncertainty.

HYMN OF RESPONSE  Hope Is a Candlle (w. 1-2, 4) #2117

RECEIVING NEW MEMBERS



Laura Foster (by reaffirmation of faith)
Orland Foster (by reaffirmation of faith)
Barb Leitch (by letter of transfer)

PRAYER

CONGREGATIONAL WELCOME (in unison)

With joy we receive you as part of this congregation. With
you we renew and reaffirm our vows of faith. We promise to
surround you with the love and encouragement that will
enable you to grow strong in compassion, vigorous in service,
and sure in the way of Christ.

THOUGHTS ON GIVING (in unison)

Holy God, we bring our gifts and offerings to you because
the voices of the prophets remind us of something bigger,
something greater than any system this world offers us. We
believe when we trust you with our resources, the kin(g)dom
of God comes much closer to reality on earth. Help us
steward these gifts to create abundant life and love. Amen.

MOMENTS OF WONDER
HYMN Joy to the World #2407

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (One/All)

Answering the invitation of God, who loves justice and
promises us mercy, let us confess our sin.

God of joy, you created this world for joy and flourishing. We
confess that we construct barriers to protect our happiness,
even at the expense of others. We fill ourselves with good
things, taking no heed of those who are left empty. We
ignore oppression when it benefits our interests. We dismiss
the brokenhearted when we feel inconvenienced. We crave
power over liberation. Remember us in compassion and come



to our aid. Tear down our dividing walls. Scatter our pride
and reawaken the imagination of our hearts. Lead us again in
the work of repair and restoration. \We pray in the name of

Jesus. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
PASTORAL PRAYER
SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 1:39-55,
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
ANTHEM Fling Wide the Door arr. John Yarrington
SERMON “Unexpected Joy”

AFFIRMATION OF JOY (One/All)

Let us affirm God’s gift of life-giving and justice-seeking joy.

We believe “joy is the justice we give ourselves.” Because
God’s joy dwells with the humble and is rooted in justice, we
find its warmth and light shine brightest through shared
witness and sacred disruption. We believe joy grows through
blessing others and fostering authentic relationships. We
believe joy is more than a feeling or the things we possess.
Joy is our faith made visible and something we share by
choosing connection. We believe joy is truth and truth-telling.
We believe joy is active resistance, Spirit-filled solidarity, and
the bringing of God’s dream. We believe true joy is not the
opposite of heartache, but lives right within the swirl of our
grief and hardest emotions. We celebrate the depth of God’s
joy and how it can hold our pain. When we are filled with this
kind of joy, we celebrate what God is birthing now, even
amid a world where so much appears to be ending. We
believe joy is freedom and healing, redemption and return. We
believe joy comes from knowing God is close, even when life
is hard. God’s joy shows up not just in breathtaking beauty



but in moments we hurt so much we can’t breathe. We
choose justice. We choose love. We choose each other. We
choose joy.
* HYmMN Hark! The Herald Angels Sing #2477V
* BENEDICTION

* POSTLUDE Angels We Have Heard on High Traditional

* Please stand as able and led
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service

MINISEEIS ..o All Members
Interim Pastor.........coooiiiiiiiiiiiice Tracy Hartman
Minister of MUSIC.......cc.coviiriiniiiiiieieecceee e Vanessa Morton
Worship Leader............ccccoviiiiiniiiiniiiiiiiiniiiiicciinicccceee Ann Andrus
Advent Readers............ccccccooviviiiniiniininiiiiens Barbara Hodgdon & Barb Leitch
WOrship ASSISTAN .......c..eeviriieiieiieiteit ettt ettt eieeieeeieeseeens Sarah Hartman
ChOIE DIFECLOT ...ttt e Bob Gangwer

Instrumentalists ............coceerienienieniiinicniceiceecece Sarah Hartman, Gail Rhodes

Tech & Media DireCtor. ... ..o Kevin Beers



