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WELCOME AND GREETING

PRELUDE The Dream Isaiah Saw
performed by the Washington Chorus

* CALL TO WORSHIP (One/All)

We gather together in this place:

prophets and dreamers, singers and poets,
we who dare to imagine a world renewed;
we who dare to dream God’s dream.

We watch with Malachi and John.

God’s peace will soon appear.

The hills and valleys will meet,

and all things will be at rest.

We long for a world restored, renewed.

The fire of God’s justice burns in our hearts.
Come and worship, all you who dream and wait.
\We have come to wonder and praise.

* PRAYER OF GATHERING (in unison)

God of promises, your vision for peace stretches our
imaginations, pushing us beyond platitudes and stirring up the
fire of justice in our hearts. Show us our place and our purpose
in leveling mountains and raising valleys, in straightening roads
and clearing pathways. We pray as people of anticipation, who
long for peace with anxious energy as we await the arrival of
Christ among us. Amen.

* HYMN OF PRAISE Let Truth and Mercy #1137 1V
Sung to the tune of The Church’s One Foundation, #397 V'

| Let truth and mercy find here a joyful meeting place.
And here let peace and justice be joined in warm embrace.
And in this congregation let strangers now be friends,
To do the gospel’s bidding ‘til wars on earth shall end.



2 Let truth’s bright flame be blazing in all the darkest hours,
Confronting schemes of darkness, exposing evil’s powers.
Let mercy’s gentle manner, so willing to forgive,
fill warring hearts with longing ‘til in truth’s light we live.

3 So now let peace and justice be never far apart,
But flowing like a river for ev’ry thirsty heart.
These two shall be united, a mighty moving stream,
Upon whose banks we gather to work and pray and dream.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (One/All)

The birth of Jesus has been told and retold a thousand times and
in a thousand ways.

Its impact cannot be contained in any one perspective. But who
is telling the story changes how we hear it, how we imagine it,
how we experience it. We light the candle of hope because
hope creates a path for a new, unknown story to unfold. Light
the first candle.

Close your eyes for a moment. What we often see this side of
history in paintings or nativities is a peaceful still life of the
blessed family, Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus. Imagine
visiting the newborn infant. (Pause)

Open your eyes. Babies are not always quiet. If something is
wrong or they need attention, they cry out regardless of what
anyone else is saying or doing. Those around the baby must
choose to respond to their cries.

The same is true for injustice. When needs go unmet or injustice
occurs, the cries of those affected rise in hopes of being heard
by those nearby.

A cry is a call for peace. Peace in an unfed belly, peace for safety
and security, peace to be clean and have dignity. The infant
Jesus broke the silence, crying out to bring peace to the world.

Jesus, like Malachi, John, and other prophets before him, calls us
in the loudest of cries to peace.

Today, we also light the candle of peace because peace requires
us to pay attention to the needs of those around us.



HYMN OF RESPONSE  Hope /s a Candlle (verses 1-2) #2011V

THOUGHTS ON GIVING (in unison)

Holy God, we bring our gifts and offerings to you because the
voices of the prophets remind us of something bigger,
something greater than any system this world offers us. We
believe when we trust you with our resources, the kin(g)dom of
God comes much closer to reality on earth. Help us steward
these gifts to create abundant life and love. Amen.

HYMN Jesus Christ is Waiting (w. 1-3, 5) #1287V

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (One/All)

Hearing John’s exhortation to repent, let us invite into our
hearts the refining fire of God’s Spirit, trusting that God will
hear us, forgive us, and refine us.

God of peace, we confess the ways that we maintain
“peacefulness” at the expense of seeking justice for our
neighbors and our world. We turn our eyes away from human
suffering to maintain false contentment in our own hearts. We
settle for compromises that harm the vulnerable, rather than
risk discomfort or loss. We ask to be soothed rather than
stirred up. Make us a holy and risk-taking people. Forgive and
inspire us. Shape us as bold witnesses to your coming reign.
We pray in the name of Jesus, Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PASTORAL PRAYER

SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 3:1-12 NRSVUE
ANTHEM An Advent Credo Joseph Martin

From “Ceremony of Candles”

SERMON “Prophetic Peace”



AFFIRMATION OF PEACE (One/All)

Let us affirm God’s gift of courageous and prophetic peace.

We believe in a courageous and prophetic peace—a peace
founded through sacrificial love and a relentless pressing in
toward places of pain and wounding. We commit to justice as
peace, and embrace repentance and humility as foundational
steps. We believe there is always more to learn and
understand—that a posture of curiosity and grace leads us to
the heart of God and one another. We believe in pursuing
shalom, a whole-bodied peace, for all God’s creation; seeking
peace in families; peace in neighborhoods; peace between
nations; peace for Mother Earth; and peace in the quiet depths
of our own souls. e believe in praying for peace; speaking
peace over those torn apart by painful divides in streets and
conversations; peace for those holding deep grief; peace for
those buried under heartache, chaos, and unanswered
questions. We trust this peace is not just a dream, but a
promise. With Jesus as the Giver of Peace, we claim anew the
deep peace within us, committing to channel it through love
and power in all that we say and do.

* HYMN Longing for Light, (w. 1-3, 5) #7157
* BENEDICTION
* ORGAN POSTLUDE Peace Descends Lani Smith

* Please stand as able and led
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