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WELCOME AND GREETING 

ORGAN PRELUDE One Star in Glory James Southbridge 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (One/All) 

We gather together in this place: 

prophets and dreamers, singers and poets, 

we who dare to imagine a world renewed; 

we who dare to dream God’s dream. 

We proclaim expectation with Isaiah! 

God’s redemption is near! 

Through tears and through trials, 

we hold fast to our hope. 

Do not fear, for God is faithful. 

Our redemption rises with the dawn. 

Come and worship, all you who dream and wait. 

We have come to wonder and praise. 

* PRAYER OF GATHERING (in unison) 

God who is, who was, and who is to come, we enter this 

season of Advent keenly aware of the brokenness in and 

around us. Comfort our longing spirits, and teach us again 

how to be people of profound hope. You never leave our side, 

but walk with us in our pilgrimage toward the renewed world 

you promise. We pray as expectant people, seeking again the 

assurance of your salvation, brought to birth in Jesus Christ, 

our hope and our Savior. Amen. 

* HYMN OF PRAISE Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus #218 VT 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (One/All) 

The birth of Jesus has been told and retold a thousand times 

and in a thousand ways. 



Its impact cannot be contained in any one perspective. The 

element of the story we focus on changes how we hear it, 

how we imagine it, and how we experience it. 

Close your eyes for a moment and imagine the journey of 

Mary and Joseph. How do they look? They are unaware that 

their unborn child will catch onto the prophets’ visions and 

challenge the world to usher in justice, peace, and 

transformation. What are they dreaming of for their child? 

What looks are they getting from those nearby? (silence is 

observed)  

Open your eyes. We know the world is not always an easy 

place to welcome new life. And yet, babies are born every 

day, and new families are formed. 

What must those moments have been like for Mary and 

Joseph searching for a place to be? Now, just like then, 

exhausted expectant parents, far from home, are searching 

for safe spaces to settle. What must that be like for displaced 

families today? 

Now, just like then, faithful families trust that somehow, each 

seemingly impossible situation will work out. 

Mary and Joseph held on to hope when their options seemed 

to be in short supply. It was a hope that things would get 

better. 

We light the candle of hope because hope creates a path for a 

new, unknown story to unfold. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE Hope Is a Candle (verse 1) #211 VT 

THOUGHTS ON GIVING (in unison) 

Holy God, we bring our gifts and offerings to you because 

the voices of the prophets remind us of something bigger, 

something greater than any system this world offers us. We 

believe when we trust you with our resources, the kingdom of 

God comes much closer to reality on earth. Help us steward 

these gifts to create abundant life and love. Amen. 



MOMENTS OF WONDER 

HYMN  Here I Am to Worship (last chorus 3x) #227 VT 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (One/All) 

Heeding Jesus’ call to keep awake, let us be humble and bold 

in confessing the truth of the brokenness in our hearts, our 

actions, and our systems. 

God of hope, we confess that we too often seek salvation 

from that which will not save us. We cling to our own 

comfort, rather than being generous with our gifts and 

privilege. We are complicit in systems that benefit us, rather 

than challenging the exploitation of neighbors and creation. 

We act from fear rather than faith. Transform our hearts with 

your mercy. Forgive us and renew us. Make us restless for 

justice. Teach us again to be people of courage and hope. We 

pray in the name of Jesus, Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

PASTORAL PRAYER (One/All) 

God of our hope, 

hear our prayers, and shape us evermore into people of hope. 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  Isaiah 2:1-5 NRSVUE; 

Mark 13:24-37NRSVUE 

ANTHEM Call to Advent arr. Bob Gangwer 

SERMON “Vigilant Hope” 

AFFIRMATION OF HOPE (One/All) 

Let us affirm God’s gift of strong and sturdy hope together. 



We believe in a strong and sturdy hope—a hope which fully 

sees the world’s pain, while refusing to accept life must be 

this way. We name false stories and lament shallow optimism, 

idealism, or wishful thinking. With the Spirit’s compassion 

and imagination, we believe things can and will get better, 

committing all we have and all we are into making a new 

reality—God’s dream—come true. We give our creativity and 

courage, our prayers and perseverance, remembering that 

“hope is what we do.” What we practice, we will become. 

* HYMN  We Come #225 VT 

* BENEDICTION   

* POSTLUDE Ava Maria adapted by Charles Gounod 

* Please stand as able and led 

                                  
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