
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Art of Neighboring 
Week #2 

 
West Richmond Church of the Brethren 

7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239 
804-288-6439         wrcob@wrcob.org        www.wrcob.org 

November 2, 2025 21st Sunday after Pentecost 



WELCOME AND GREETING 

PRELUDE Come Thou Almighty King Felice De Giardini 

* INVITATION TO WORSHIP (One/Many)  

Be still and know that God is. 

God was also in the beginning. 

And when all human striving has ceased, God will still be. 

From everlasting to everlasting, God is God and worthy to 

be praised. 

* PRAYER OF GATHERING (in unison) 

Holy God, accept our worship this morning as we offer all 

that we are and all that we have to you; for you are 

indeed worthy of our praise. Remind us that you have 

always been, that you are and always will be God. Amen. 

* HYMN Blessed Assurance #435 VT 

THOUGHTS ON GIVING (in unison) 

God, we confess that too often we get caught so caught 

up in the busy-ness of our lives that the truly important 

things slip away. Remind us today to keep our eyes on you 

and our focus on what you call us to do: to love you with 

our whole hearts and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

May our giving reflect these commitments, Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

HYMN You Are Exalted #86 VT 
He Is Exalted by Twila Paris 

© 1985 Jubilee Communications Inc. (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

Mountain Spring Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

HYMN God, Be the Love #43 VT 



SCRIPTURE LESSON  Luke 10:38-42 NRSVUE 

Jesus Visits Martha and Mary 
38 Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain 

village where a woman named Martha welcomed 

him.[a] 39 She had a sister named Mary, who sat at 

Jesus’s[b] feet and listened to what he was saying. 40 But 

Martha was distracted by her many tasks, so she came to 

him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has 

left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her, then, to help 

me.” 41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you 

are worried and distracted by many things, 42 but few 

things are needed—indeed only one.[c] Mary has chosen 

the better part, which will not be taken away from her.” 

SPECIAL MUSIC There are Many Gifts Patricia Shelly 

SERMON “Making Time for Our Neighbors” 

* HYMN  Go Now in Peace #835 VT 

COMMISSIONING OUR DISASTER MINISTRY TEAM (One/Team/Many) 

God’s call comes to each of us in different ways. When we 

became disciples, we opened our hearts to the guidance of 

the Holy Spirit, who calls us to a variety of ministries. This 

morning we recognize some who have responded to a 

specific calling. David Brunk, Sandy Faw, Ken Heatwole, 

and Vanessa Morton, have committed themselves to a 

week with Brethren Disaster Ministries. It is fitting that 

this congregation share in an act of consecration. Will you 

please come forward? 

God has laid on you the urgency of this special task. You 

have responded, saying, “Here am I; send me.” Is it now 

your desire to be consecrated for this particular ministry? 

It is. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2010%3A38-42%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25394a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2010%3A38-42%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25395b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2010%3A38-42%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25398c


Will you seek to live in such a way that both that which 

you do, and the way in which you do it, bear witness to 

Jesus Christ, who has called you? 

With God’s help, I will. 

(to the congregation) Though time and distance will soon 

separate us from this team, in reality this is not a 

separation, but an extension of our congregation. Will you 

support this team in your thoughts and prayers while they 

are away from us? 

We will. 

Team, you have declared your commitment to this service, 

and you have heard the affirmation of support from the 

congregation. I charge you to be faithful to your calling. 

Let us pray. 

O God, we come to you in these moments to consecrate 

those who have felt called to a week of service. Thank you 

for their sensitivity to your call and for the experiences 

that have led them to this time and place. Now, as we 

send this team out from among us, put your unfailing 

arms of love and protection around them. May they 

always feel the support of us individually and as a 

congregation. Help them to do the work you have called 

them to do with vigor, with purpose, and with the 

assurance that the cup of cold water given in Jesus’ name 

will not go unrewarded. May your rich blessings, O God, 

now rest upon these your servants, today and in the days 

ahead. We pray all this in Christ’s name. Amen. 

* BENEDICTION
† (One/Many) † 

Reprinted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook, 2nd Edition 2013 

As we leave this place today, may Christ’s love sustain us, 

and may we love those we meet as Christ loved us. 

May the Spirit empower us, 

and may we empower all we meet, seeking their health 

and flourishing. 

May God’s joy fill our hearts, 



and may that joy overflow to the end of the earth for 

God’s glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 CHORAL POSTLUDE What Does the Lord Require of You Jim Strathdee 
What Does the Lord Require of You by Jim Strathdee 

© 1986 Strathdee Music (Admin. by Desert Flower Music) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Please stand as able and led 

                                  

Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service: 

Ministers .................................................................. All Members 

Interim Pastor ........................................................... Tracy Hartman 

Minister of Music .................................................... Vanessa Morton 

Worship Leader ...................................................... Susan Robertson 

Worship Assistant ..................................................... Sarah Hartman 

Acolyte ...................................................................... Ava Hartman 

Choir Director ............................................................ Bob Gangwer 

Tech & Media Director .................................................... Kevin Beers 


