
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239 
804-288-6439 (phone)         wrcob@wrcob.org        www.wrcob.org 

September 28, 2025 16th Sunday of Pentecost  



WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE Come, We That Love the Lord Michael Shea 
 Based on ST. THOMAS by Aaron Williams, 1770 

* INVITATION TO WORSHIP (One/All)  

Come, people of God, and listen to the wisdom of the Lord!  

Let us not chase after wealth or possessions, but gather in 

compassion to serve our neighbors, for in using our gifts to 

build lasting relationships, we serve the God who calls us to love 

and to live justly.  

Let us worship in wisdom and truth! 

* PRAYER OF GATHERING (in unison)  Gill LeFevre 

Generous God, we come here today to learn about your love for 

us. We come from different homes and diverse backgrounds; we 

carry different worries and concerns; we bring different gifts and 

varied talents. And you welcome and accept us equally; you 

understand and forgive us all freely; you cherish and love us each 

abundantly. Help us to live our lives inspired by your generosity, 

reassured by your mercy, and empowered by your love. Amen.  

* HYMN Oh, for a Thousand Tongues #764 VT 

1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise, 

with glories ever echoing the triumphs of God’s grace. 

2 Jesus! the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease, 

‘tis music to the sinner’s ears, ‘tis life, and health, and peace. 

3 He speaks, and list’ning to his voice new life the dead receive, 

the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, the humble poor believe. 

4 My gracious Savior and my God, assist me to proclaim, 

to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of thy name. 

5 Glory to God and praise and love be ever, ever giv’n 

by saints below and saints above, the church in earth and heav’n. 



Thoughts on Giving with a Stewardship Emphasis  

Week 4: “Investing in What Will Last” 

Scripture: Matthew 6:19-21 

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth... but 

store up for yourselves treasures in heaven... For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

We close our campaign by looking ahead. The question is no 

longer, “What do we have?” but “What are we building?” In this 

interim time, God is preparing us for what comes next. But God 

is also asking us to invest now—to give with hope, believing 

that the seeds we plant today will bear fruit tomorrow. Let’s be 

bold, faithful, and generous as we grow into the church God is 

calling us to be 

CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

 HYMN Blessed Are You #290 VT 

1 Blessed are you, the poor ones; God calls the last and least. 

Blessed are you, the hungry, for God prepares your feast. 

Blessed are you who weep now, for mourning turns to praise. 

Blessed are you who suffer, for God will guard your ways. 

Refrain: 
The doors of heav’n are open, and glory is shining through— 
rejoice, rejoice, God is with us, and blessed, blessed are you. 

2 Ruin awaits the wealthy, who live to serve their greed. 

Ruin awaits the gluttons, who take more than they need. 

Ruin awaits the laughers, and tears will fill their eyes. 

Ruin awaits the haughty, who mock their neighbors’ cries. 

Refrain: 
The doors of heav’n are open, and glory is shining through— 
rejoice, rejoice, God is with us, and blessed, blessed are you. 

3 Blessed are you, the poor ones, for God is poor with you. 

Blessed are you, the hungry, for God knows hunger too. 



Blessed are you who weep now, for God has shared your grief. 

Blessed are you who suffer, for God will bring relief. 

Refrain: 
The doors of heav’n are open, and glory is shining through— 
rejoice, rejoice, God is with us, and blessed, blessed are you. 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 HYMN Who Will Speak a Word of Warning #758 VT 
Who Will Speak a Word of Warning by Richard Leach 

© 1998 Selah Publishing Company, Inc. 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

1 Who will speak a word of warning  

to a world whose wealth expands,  

as the growing wealth is gathered 

into ever fewer hands? 

Christ, you speak a word of warning  

for the church to know and tell  

greed is death and life is giving;  

hands that give receive as well. 

2 Who will speak a word of wisdom  

to a world where truth gives way,  

as the claims of pow’r and priv’lege  

shift and shape the truth each day?  

Christ, you speak a word of wisdom  

for the church to heed and share:  

truth is not the claims of power!  

Truth is hurt and hope and prayer. 

3 Who will speak a word of welcome  

to the greatest and the least,  

calling those with pow’r to service,  

calling all to share the feast?  

Christ, you speak a word of welcome  

for the church to tell and live:  

all who hunger, come, be seated;  

take what Christ is here to give. 



SCRIPTURE  Luke 16:1-13 NRSVUE 

The Parable of the Dishonest Manager 

16 Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who 

had a manager, and charges were brought to him that this man 

was squandering his property. 2 So he summoned him and said to 

him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting 

of your management because you cannot be my manager any 

longer.’ 3 Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now 

that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not 

strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided 

what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people 

may welcome me into their homes.’ 5 So, summoning his master’s 

debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe 

my master?’ 6 He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said 

to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 
7 Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He 

replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take 

your bill and make it eighty.’ 8 And his master commended the 

dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly, for the 

children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own 

generation than are the children of light. 9 And I tell you, make 

friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when 

it is gone they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 
10 “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and 

whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 
11 If, then, you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, 

who will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if you have not 

been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you 

what is your own? 13 No slave can serve two masters, for a slave 

will either hate the one and love the other or be devoted to the 

one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 

SPECIAL MUSIC O Rest in the Lord Felix Mendelssohn 
O Rest in the Lord by Felix Mendelssohn, Joseph Barlowe 

© 1980 Pilot Point Music (MAIN - admin. by Music Services obo Lillenas Publishing Company)  

(Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 



SERMON “It’s All About ????” 

* HYMN The Lord’s My Shepherd #660 VT 

1 The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want.  

He makes me down to lie in pastures green;  

he leadeth me the quiet waters by. 

2 My soul he doth restore again,  

and me to walk doth make within the paths  

of righteousness, e’en for his own name’s sake. 

3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,  

yet will I fear none ill, for thou art with  

me and thy rod and staff me comfort still. 

4 My table thou hast furnished  

in presence of my foes. My head thou dost  

with oil anoint, and my cup overflows. 

5 Goodness and mercy all my life  

shall surely follow me, and in God’s house  

forevermore my dwelling place shall be. 

* BENEDICTION 

* POSTLUDE Praise Our God John W. Peterson 

 

* Please stand as able and led 
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service: 

Ministers .................................................................. All Members 
Interim Pastor .................................................................................Tracy Hartman 

Minister of Music ......................................................................... Vanessa Morton 

Worship Leader .................................................................................... Beth White 

Worship Assistant .......................................................................... Sarah Hartman 

Stewardship Reader ............................................................................... Sandy Faw 

Special Music ................................................................................... Bob Gangwer 

Tech & Media Director ......................................................................... Kevin Beers 


