
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239 
804-288-6439 (phone)         wrcob@wrcob.org        www.wrcob.org 

September 21, 2025 15th Sunday of Pentecost  



WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE A Song on Sunday Michael Shea 
© 1982 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

* INVITATION TO WORSHIP (One/All)  

Our God is a shepherding God. 

Our God knows us by name. 

Our God will never stop searching for us. So, if you feel lost, 

then know that God is seeking you. 

If you feel found, 

then know that God will never leave. 

This is the promise of scripture. 

This is the promise of God’s love. 

Let us worship God, who is always with us! 

* PRAYER OF GATHERING (in unison)   

Shepherding God, you look for us. You search for us. You turn every 

corner and climb every mountain. You call our name until your voice 

is hoarse. When we lose our way, you never stop seeking after us. 

So once again we pray, find us in this moment. Look for us. And 

then surround us with your presence, so that we might feel you near. 

With hope we pray, with hope we listen, Amen. 

* HYMN Come, Thou Fount #563 VT 

1 Come, thou fount of ev’ry blessing,  

tune my heart to sing thy grace.  

Streams of mercy, never ceasing,  

call for songs of loudest praise.  

Teach me some melodious sonnet,  

sung by flaming tongues above.  

Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it,  

mount of God’s unchanging love. 



2 Here I raise my Ebenezer,  

hither by thy help I’m come,  

and I hope, by thy good pleasure,  

safely to arrive at home.  

Jesus sought me when a stranger,  

wand’ring from the fold of God.  

He, to rescue me from danger,  

interposed his precious blood. 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor  

daily I’m constrained to be!  

Let that grace now, like a fetter,  

bind my wand’ring heart to thee.  

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,  

prone to leave the God I love.  

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,  

seal it for thy courts above. 

Thoughts on Giving with a Stewardship Emphasis  

Week 3: “Giving with Purpose” 

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9:7 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your 

heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 

God loves a cheerful giver.” 

This week, we reflect on what it means to give not out of obligation, 

but out of purpose. Our giving should align with the calling God 

places on our church. As we seek direction for the future, we are 

also called to prepare the way for it—through generosity, 

faithfulness, and vision. 

Giving is more than a transaction. It’s an act of faith. When we give 

generously, we are trusting that God will multiply and guide our 

offerings for God’s glory. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 



 HYMN Gentle Shepherd, Come and Lead Us #718 VT 
Gentle Shepherd, Come and Lead Us by Gloria Gaither, William J. Gaither 

© 1974 William J. Gaither, Inc. (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

Gentle Shepherd, come and lead us,  

for we need you to help us find our way. 

Gentle Shepherd, come and feed us,  

for we need your strength from day to day. 

There’s no other we can turn to  

who can help us face another day. 

Gentle Shepherd, come and lead us,  

for we need you to help us find our way. 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 HYMN O Love That Will Not Let Me Go #608 VT 

1 O Love that will not let me go,  

I rest my weary soul in thee.  

I give thee back the life I owe,  

that in thine ocean depths its flow may richer, fuller be. 

2 O Light that follows all my way, 

I yield my flick’ring torch to thee. 

My heart restores its borrowed ray,  

that in thy sunshine’s blaze its day may brighter, fairer be.  

3 O Joy that seekest me through pain, 

I cannot close my heart to thee.  

I trace the rainbow through the rain,  

and feel the promise is not vain, that morn shall tearless be. 

4 O Cross that liftest up my head,  

I dare not ask to fly from thee. 

I lay in dust, life’s glory dead,  

and from the ground there blossoms red, life that shall endless be. 



SCRIPTURE  Luke 15:1-10 NRSVUE 

The Parable of the Lost Sheep 

15 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen 

to him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and 

saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred 

sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the 

wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 And 

when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And 

when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, 

saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep.’ 
7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 

who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 

repentance. 

The Parable of the Lost Coin 
8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, 

does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until 

she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls together her 

friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the 

coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence 

of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

ANTHEM Seek the Lord John Carter 
© 1984 Hope Publishing Company 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

SERMON “Lost and Found” 

* HYMN Will You Let Me Be Your Servant #778 VT 
The Servant Song by Richard Gillard 

© 1977 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

1 Will you let me be your servant— let me be as Christ to you?  

Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too.  

2 We are pilgrims on a journey; we are trav’lers on the road.  



We are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load.  

3 I will hold the Christlight for you in the nighttime of your fear. 

I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear.  

4 I will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh I’ll laugh with you.  

I will share your joy and sorrow till we’ve seen this journey through. 

5 When we sing to God in heaven, we shall find such harmony, 

born of all we’ve known together of Christ’s love and agony.  

6 Will you let me be your servant— let me be as Christ to you?  

Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too.  

* BENEDICTION 

* POSTLUDE SINFORNIA CONCERTANTE Andante W.A. Mozart 

 

 

 

 

 

* Please stand as able and led 
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service: 

Ministers .................................................................. All Members 
Interim Pastor ................................................................... Tracy Hartman 

Minister of Music ............................................................ Vanessa Morton 

Worship Leader ..................................................................... Terrie Glass 

Worship Assistant .............................................................. Sarah Hartman 

Stewardship Reader .................................................................. Sandy Faw 

Choir Director ..................................................................... Bob Gangwer 

Tech & Media Director ............................................................ Kevin Beers 


