
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239 
804-288-6439 (phone)         wrcob@wrcob.org        www.wrcob.org 

September 7, 2025 13th Sunday of Pentecost  



WELCOME 

PRELUDE I Will Enter His Gates with Thanksgiving arr. William Bay 

* INVITATION TO WORSHIP (All/One)  adapted from #859 

Some of us seek you today from valleys of grief or doubt, valleys 

of loss or exhaustion. 

And in all places, there you are with us nudging us onward. 

When we descend from the heights show us your presence on 

the ground. 

When we rise from the depths, show us the light of your way. 

Meets us all on the path made by Jesus as we worship today. 

* PRAYER OF GATHERING (in unison)  based on Psalm 27 

O God, our light and our salvation, we give thanks and praise 

today that when we seek you with our whole hearts we have 

nothing to fear. Remind us that when we seek you, you will not 

turn away; for you are our helper and our defender. Teach us your 

ways, Lord and lead us in your path. Help us to wait on you and 

your timing with strength and courage, today and always, Amen. 

* HYMN What a Fellowship / #160 VT 

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 

1 What a fellowship, what a joy divine,  

leaning on the everlasting arms;  

what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,  

leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Refrain Leaning (on Jesus), leaning (on Jesus), 
safe and secure from all alarms; 
leaning (on Jesus), leaning (on Jesus),  
leaning on the everlasting arms. 

2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,  

leaning on the everlasting arms; 



Oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,  

leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain 

3 What have I to dread, what have I to fear,  

leaning on the everlasting arms? 

I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,  

leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain 

Thoughts on Giving with a Stewardship Emphasis  

Week 1: “Remembering Who We Are” 

Scripture: Deuteronomy 6:12 

“Be careful that you do not forget the Lord, who brought you 

out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.” 

As we begin our stewardship journey, we pause to remember 

who we are and whose we are. Even though we are in transition, 

with an interim pastor, we are not without a Shepherd. God is 

still present. We are the body of Christ—called, redeemed, and 

rooted in faith. Stewardship is not only about money, but about 

recognizing that everything we have and are comes from God. 

This is our chance to reaffirm our identity as a faith community, 

committed to God’s purposes. 

Let us take this time to recommit our hearts to God, and prepare 

ourselves to hear where He is leading next. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

 HYMN The Lord is My Light #437 VT 
The Lord is My Light by Lillian Bouknight 

© 1980 Savgos Music, Inc. (Admin. by Peermusic III, Ltd.) Peermusic III, Ltd. 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation,  

the Lord is my light and my salvation,  

the Lord is my light and my salvation;  

whom shall I fear? 

Refrain: Whom shall I fear, whom shall I fear?  



The Lord is the strength of my life;  
whom shall I fear? 

2 In the time of trouble, he shall hide me,  

in the time of trouble, he shall hide me,  

in the time of trouble, he shall hide me,  

whom shall I fear? Refrain 

3 Wait on the Lord and be of good courage,  

O wait on the Lord, and be of good courage,  

wait on the Lord and be of good courage;  

he shall strengthen thine heart. Refrain 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 HYMN When the Storms of Life Are Raging (vs. 1-4) #595 VT 
Stand by Me by Charles Albert Tindley, William Farley Smith 

© Words: Public Domain 

Music: 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

1  When the storms of life are raging, stand by me; (stand by me)  

when the storms of life are raging, stand by me. (stand by me)  

When the world is tossing me like a ship upon the sea,  

thou who rulest wind and water, stand by me. (stand by me) 

2  In the midst of tribulation, stand by me; (stand by me)  

in the midst of tribulation, stand by me. (stand by me)  

When the hosts of hell assail, and my strength begins to fail,  

thou who never lost a battle, stand by me. (stand by me) 

3  In the midst of faults and failures, stand by me; (stand by me) 

in the midst of faults and failures, stand by me. (stand by me) 

When I’ve done the best I can, and my friends misunderstand,  

thou who knowest all about me, stand by me. (stand by me) 

4  In the midst of persecution, stand by me; (stand by me)  

in the midst of persecution, stand by me. (stand by me)  

When my foes in war array undertake to stop my way,  

thou who rescued Paul and Silas, stand by me. (stand by me) 



SCRIPTURE  Psalm 27 NRSVUE 

Triumphant Song of Confidence 

Of David. 
1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The 

Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
2 When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh—my adversaries 

and foes—they shall stumble and fall. 
3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; 

though war rise up against me, yet I will be confident. 
4 One thing I asked of the Lord; this I seek: to live in the house 

of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the 

Lord, and to inquire in his temple. 
5 For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will 

conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will set me high on 

a rock. 
6 Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and 

I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing 

and make melody to the Lord. 
7 Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer 

me! 8 “Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” Your face, 

Lord, do I seek. 9 Do not hide your face from me. 

Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have been my 

help. Do not cast me off; do not forsake me, O God of my 

salvation! 10 If my father and mother forsake me, the Lord will 

take me up. 
11 Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path 

because of my enemies. 12 Do not give me up to the will of 

my adversaries, for false witnesses have risen against me, and 

they are breathing out violence. 
13 I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land 

of the living. 14 Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your 

heart take courage; wait for the Lord! 

ANTHEM Nothing is Lost on the Breath of God Colin Gibson 

© 1996 Hope Publishing Company 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 



SERMON “Hurry Up and Wait” 

* HYMN Still My Soul #603 VT 

Still my soul, calm my roaming mind.  

Give me peace; may my heart unwind. 
Let me stay, your beloved guest.  

Take my fear, make my worry rest. 
What I hold, let me give to you.  

Aid my strength when my storms drive through. 
When my thoughts won’t let me go,  

I’ll sing to you: oh, still my soul. 

* BENEDICTION 

* POSTLUDE Piano Concerto Theme No. 1 Edvard Grieg 

 

 

 

 

 

* Please stand as able and led 
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service: 

Ministers .................................................................. All Members 

Interim Pastor ........................................................... Tracy Hartman 

Minister of Music .................................................... Vanessa Morton 

Worship Leaders ............................................. Sarah & Ava Hartman 

Worship Assistant ..................................................... Sarah Hartman 

Choir Director ............................................................ Bob Gangwer 

Dir. of Tech & Media ...................................................... Kevin Beers 


