
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239 
804-288-6439 (phone)         wrcob@wrcob.org        www.wrcob.org 

August 31, 2025 12th Sunday of Pentecost  



WELCOME 

Greetings to all who gather in these moments to praise God and 

to fellowship with one another. May we find blessing and renewed 

vision as we worship together. 

PRELUDE Christ Is Alive, and Goes Before Us Lori Ture 

This Is A Day Of New Beginnings by Brian Arthur Wren 

© 1983, 1987 Hope Publishing Company 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

* INVITATION TO WORSHIP (One/Many) (based on Jeremiah 2:4-13) 

At times we may turn from the way of God in Jesus, the way of 

love, even wandering through wildernesses. 

We sometimes ask, “Where is God?”   

Our lives may seem like cracking, leaking cisterns of water.  But 

God is eternally a spring of fresh water, life giving water.   

We come together to drink of that water, and have our thirst 

satisfied. 

* PRAYER OF GATHERING  (based on Psalm 81:1, 10-16) 

O God, we sing to you with our voices, and seek to play your love 

on the instruments of our lives. You feed us with the finest food, 

and with sweet joy that is like honey from a rock.  Your voice rings 

in our hearts, taking up burdens and saving us amid trouble and 

challenge. Revive us again in these moments. Amen 

* HYMN We Praise Thee, O God #91 VT 

1 We praise thee, O God, for the Son of thy love, 

for Jesus who died, and is now gone above. 

Refrain 
Hallelujah! Thine the glory, hallelujah! Amen! 
Hallelujah! Thine the glory, revive us again. 

2 We praise thee, O God, for thy Spirit of light  

who has shown us our Savior and scattered our night. 

Refrain 



3 We praise thee, O God, for the joy thou hast giv’n 

to thy saints in communion, these foretastes of heav’n. 

Refrain 

4 Revive us again, fill each heart with thy love. 

May each soul be rekindled with fire from above. 

Refrain. 

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN 

INVITATION TO SHARE   (based on 2 Corinthians 3:1-6) 

As we consider how to share our resources here at West 

Richmond, we recall the apostle Paul referring to early believers as 

letters to be known and read on the hearts of others.  Let our gifts 

be like letters sent to others out of our own capacity for 

generosity, letters of recommendation that point to the love of 

Jesus as the Holy Spirit that transforms lives and helps nudge the 

world into the ways of grace. 

* HYMN Breathe on Me, Breath of God #737 VT 

1 Breathe on me, breath of God. Fill me with life anew, 

that I may love what you so love, and do what you would do. 

2 Breathe on me, breath of God, until my heart is pure, 

until with you, I will one will to do and to endure. 

3 Breathe on me, breath of God, my will to yours incline, 

till all this selfish part of me glows with your fire divine. 

4 Breathe on me, breath of God, so shall I never die, 

but live with you the perfect life of your eternity. 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 

O God of wonder and God of every day, we thank you for the 

miraculous and the ordinary in our lives:  for undeserved joy and 

the pleasure of daily work; for sudden bursts of energy and the 

ability to get on from day to day; for unexpected gifts of love and 

faithfulness that come from long standing relationships; for the 



healings of mind or body that we cannot explain; for the normal 

strength and energy we often forget we have; for the vivid 

awareness of your presence that brings a quiet, undergirding sense 

of faith. Make us sensitive to your working in the world around 

us, that we may see ourselves in a gallery of wonders every day.  

Teach us to see beyond the news that distresses, the remarks that 

cut, the disappointments at work, the brokenness in our 

relationships, the insufficiencies of our lives, knowing that you are 

with us, bearing our hurts and binding up our wounds in a kinship 

that is eternal.  Let the spirit of Jesus so live in us, that all we have 

is yours, and all we fear is conquered.  For your is the power and 

the glory.  Amen. 

* HYMN Every Time I Feel the Spirit #681 VT 

Refrain: 
Ev’ry time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart, I will pray.  
Yes, ev’ry time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart, I will pray. 

1 Upon the mountain when my God spoke,  

out of God’s mouth came fire and smoke.  

All around me, it looked so fine,  

I asked my Lord if all was mine. 

Refrain: 
Ev’ry time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart, I will pray.  
Yes, ev’ry time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart, I will pray. 

2 Jordan River, chilly and cold,  

it chills the body, but not the soul. 

There ain’t but one train that’s on this track,  

it runs to heaven and runs right back. 

Refrain: 
Ev’ry time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart, I will pray.  
Yes, ev’ry time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart, I will pray. 

SCRIPTURE  Matthew 5:3-10 NRSVUE 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 



4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 

they will be filled. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children 

of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

SPECIAL MUSIC I Believe in God Almighty Trad. American 

SERMON “Negative Peace” 

* HYMN Come, Thou Fount #563 VT 

1 Come, thou fount of ev’ry blessing,  

 tune my heart to sing thy grace.  

Streams of mercy, never ceasing,  

 call for songs of loudest praise.  

Teach me some melodious sonnet,  

 sung by flaming tongues above.  

Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it,  

 mount of God’s unchanging love. 

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer,  

 hither by thy help I’m come,  

and I hope, by thy good pleasure,  

 safely to arrive at home.  

Jesus sought me when a stranger,  

 wand’ring from the fold of God.  

He, to rescue me from danger,  

 interposed his precious blood. 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor  

 daily I’m constrained to be!  

Let that grace now, like a fetter,  

 bind my wand’ring heart to thee.  



Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,  

 prone to leave the God I love.  

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,  

 seal it for thy courts above. 

* PRAYER OF BLESSING AND SENDING (based on Luke 12:1-12 

O God, bless us with the awareness that we all matter and count, 

for as Jesus reminds us, five sparrows are sold for two pennies, 

yet not one little sparrow is forgotten by God.  Even the hairs of 

our heads have been counted. So we part from this gathering, to 

speak a word for Jesus and to do a deed that will resound in the 

life of someone else, letting them know they count.  Amen. 

* POSTLUDE Praise the Lord, Sing Hallelujah William J. Kirkpatrick 

 

 

 

 

 

* Please stand as able and led 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  

Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service: 

Ministers .................................................................. All Members 

Guest Speaker ............................................................ Freda Wilkins 

Minister of Music .................................................... Vanessa Morton 

Guest Pianist ............................................................. Kate Jacobsen 

Worship Leader ...................................................... Susan Robertson 

Worship Assistant ..................................................... Sarah Hartman 

Special Music ............................................................. Kate Jacobsen 

Dir. of Tech & Media ...................................................... Kevin Beers 


