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WELCOME

Welcome to worship this day as we come to savor life, its joy, its
call to love and care. We seek to praise the God who envelops it
all, and to give ourselves to each other and the world more fully.

PRELUDE You Are the Air I Breathe Marie Barnett

Breathe by Marie Barnett
© 1995 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Integrity Music)
CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

* INVITATION TO \WORSHIP (based on Jeremiah 1:4-10)

We gather, knowing like the Old Testament prophet Jeremiah,
that we are chosen to speak and live in the love of God.
Sometimes we feel stifled in our speaking and loving, but God is
continually reaching out and touching our lips with words, our
hearts with love. We come to celebrate this divine reaching out,
offering our joy and laughter to God.

* PRAYER OF GATHERING (One/Many) (based on Psalm 71:1-6)

O God, we gather seeking to overcome whatever oppresses and
defeats us in life.

\We believe that your spirit helps, rescues, and brings justice to
us and to all.

Shelter us in your love and give refuge.

Whether young or old, let us trust and praise you through all our
days. Amen.

* HYMN This Is God’s Wondrous World #180 VT

| This is God’s wondrous world, and to my list'ning ears
all nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.
This is God’s wondrous world; | rest me in the thought
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, the wonders God has wrought.

2 This is God’s wondrous world; the birds their carols raise,
the morning light, the dark of night, declare their Maker’s praise.
This is God’s wondrous world; a wand’rer | may roam.
Whate’er my lot, it matters not, my heart is still at home.



3 This is God’s wondrous world; oh, let me ne’er forget
that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.
This is God’s wondrous world; the battle is not done.
Jesus who died shall be glorified, and earth and heav'n be one.

Commissioning Our Disaster Ministry Team (One/Team/Many

God’s call comes to each of us in different ways. When we
became disciples, we opened our hearts to the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, who calls us to a variety of ministries. This morning
we recognize some who have responded to a specific calling.
Ann Andrus, Sandy Faw, Orland Foster, Ken Heatwole, Vanessa
Morton, and Alyce Newman have committed themselves to a
week with Brethren Volunteer Service. It is fitting that this
congregation share in an act of consecration. Will you please
come forward?

God has laid on you the urgency of this special task. You have
responded, saying, “Here am I; send me.” Is it now your desire
to be consecrated for this particular ministry?

It is.

Will you seek to live in such a way that both that which you do,
and the way in which you do it, bear witness to Jesus Christ,
who has called you?

With God’s help, | will.

(to the congregation) Though time and distance will soon separate us
from this team, in reality this is not a separation, but an
extension of our congregation. Will you support this team in
your thoughts and prayers while they are away from us?

WE wiLL.

Team, you have declared your commitment to this service, and
you have heard the affirmation of support from the congregation.
I charge you to be faithful to your calling. Let us pray.

O God, we come to you in these moments to consecrate those
who have felt called to a week of service. Thank you for their
sensitivity to your call and for the experiences that have led
them to this time and place.



Now, as we send this team out from among us, put your
unfailing arms of love and protection around them. May they
always feel the support of us individually and as a congregation.
Help them to do the work you have called them to do with
vigor, with purpose, and with the assurance that the cup of cold
water given in Jesus’ name will not go unrewarded.

May your rich blessings, O God, now rest upon these your
servants, today and in the days ahead. We pray all this in
Christ’s name. Amen.

SPECIAL MusIC Psalm for Trumpet William Bay

INVITATION TO GIVE (based on Hebrews 12:18-29)

As we reflect on supporting the ministries of West Richmond,
we do not cower in fear of God, like the ancient Jews at Mt.
Sinai, but rejoice in the love of God, like the ancient worshipers
at Mt. Zion. We are called to joyfully live and share, amid the
shakiness of our world, believing that we are a part of a holy
kinship that cannot be shaken, a kinship flowing out of
reverence and thanksgiving to God.

* HYMN My Life Flows On #605 VT

My Life Flows On In Endless Song (How Can | Keep From Singing) by David N. Johnson, Keith Landis, Robert Lowry
© 1994 Selah Publishing Company, Inc.
CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

| My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentation.
| catch the sweet, though far off hymn that hails a new creation.

Refrain ~ No storm can shake my inmost calm
while to that Rock I'm clinging.
Since Love is lord of heav'n and earth,
how can | keep from singing?

2 Through all the tumult and the strife, | hear that music ringing.
It finds an echo in my soul. How can | keep from singing?
Refrain

3 What though my joys and comforts die, | know my Savior liveth.
What though the darkness gather round? Songs in the night he giveth.



Refrain

4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing!
All things are mine since | am his! How can | keep from singing?

Refrain

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER

O God, who makes the stars of the universe and sets the
galaxies in their places, you who source jungles and deserts and
rolling oceans. It is sometimes hard for us to conceive of your
care, you who are infinitely involved in the finite things of our
lives. Yet Jesus once told us that not a sparrow falls without
your notice, and not a child enters the world without your
grace. Therefore, we boldly speak before you of our deepest
concerns of heart, the illnesses in our bodies, the fears and
loneliness of our minds, the inadequacy of our visions, the
weariness and brokenness of our relationships. Bless children
who worry about parents, parents who worry about children.
Touch those in sickrooms and hospitals with healing. Give
strength to those in positions of support and ministry. Send
illumination to those who are confused. Encourage the
downhearted. Protect those who wander and travel. Bestow
peace on lives disrupted by war and other distress. Take who we
are and what we have, to bring kindness and mercy to our
world. And let the spirit that was in Jesus teach us how to live,
laugh, and love in this time and for all time. Amen.

* HYMN There Is More Love Somewhere #804

I There is more love somewhere. There is more love somewhere.
I’'m gonna keep on ‘til I find it. There is more love somewhere.

2 There is more hope somewhere. There is more hope somewhere.
I’'m gonna keep on ‘til | find it. There is more hope somewhere.

3 There is more peace somewhere. There is more peace somewhere.
I’'m gonna keep on ‘til | find it. There is more peace somewhere.

4 There is more joy somewhere. There is more joy somewhere.



I’'m gonna keep on ‘til | find it. There is more joy somewhere.
TIME WiTH OUR CHILDREN

SCRIPTURE Ecclesiastes 3:9-15 NRSVUE

The God-Given Task

®What gain have the workers from their toil? '°1 have seen the
business that God has given to everyone to be busy with. '' He
has made everything suitable for its time; moreover, he has put
a sense of past and future into their minds, yet they cannot
find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. "I
know that there is nothing better for them than to be happy
and enjoy themselves as long as they live; '* moreover, it is
God’s gift that all should eat and drink and take pleasure in all
their toil. '*1 know that whatever God does endures forever;
nothing can be added to it nor anything taken from it; God has
done this so that all should stand in awe before him. '° That
which is already has been, that which is to be already is, and
God seeks out what has gone by.

SERMON “Live, Laugh, Love”

* HYMN O Blessed Spring #522

| O blessed spring, where word and sign
embrace us into Christ the Vine:
here Christ enjoins each one to be
a branch of this lifegiving Tree.

2 Through summer heat of youthful years,
uncertain faith, rebellious tears,
sustained by Christ’s infusing rain,
the boughs will shout for joy again.

3 When autumn cools and youth is cold,
when limbs their heavy harvest hold,
then through us, warm, the Christ will move
with gifts of beauty, wisdom, love.



4 As winter comes, as winter must,
we breathe our last, return to dust;
still held in Christ, our souls take wing
and trust the promise of the spring.

5 Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree,
be praised for this blest mystery;
that work and water thus revive
and join us to your Tree of life.

* PRAYER OF BLESSING AND SENDING (based on Luke 13:10-17)

O God, Jesus showed us the essence of life. He once healed a
woman bent over in pain for |8 years, healed her into the joy
and laughter of being able to straighten up, even though the
religious authorities of his day wanted to forbid it. Bless us with
the same freedom and abandonment, as we live, laugh, and love
day by day. Amen.

* POSTLUDE tha/ s Cave Felix Mendelssohn

* Please stand as able and led
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service:

MINISEERS ...cooviuiiriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiniiieteenninseeesssssseesses All Members
GUESE SPEAKET ....eevniiiiiieeiiiiieeeeiee e Kate Jacobsen
Minister of MUSIC.........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiniiicciiieccee Vanessa Morton
Worship Leader..............coovmiiiiiiniiiiiiiniiicceiiiecces Ann Andrus
Worship Assistant ...........ccceeeeevriiieeenniieeeeniieeeeenns Sarah Hartman
Special MUSIC.......covvvveieiiiiiiiiiiteeeeeeceeee e Ken Heatwole

Dir.of Tech E Media......o.oovveeeeeeeee e Kevin Beers



