
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239 
804-288-6439 (phone)         wrcob@wrcob.org        www.wrcob.org 

August 17, 2025 10th Sunday of Pentecost  



WELCOME 

Welcome to worship this summer day, as we connect with each 

other in holy kinship, seeking to find meaning and hope amid all 

the happenings of life. 

PRELUDE Brethren, We Have Met to Worship Arr. Lani Smith 

 INVITATION TO WORSHIP   (based on Jeremiah 23:23-29) 

We seek to worship a God who is everywhere and in everything, 

deep within our hearts and vastly evident throughout the 

universe. Though some may falsely try to narrow this God, we 

desire only to immerse ourselves in the expansive love of Jesus, a 

love that hammers away at the rock-like boundaries and divisions 

of our world and relationships, creating divine fellowship. 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (in unison)  (based on Psalm 82) 

We believe in God, from whom everything flows and through 

whom everything is sustained. We believe in Jesus, the man for 

others, who defended the rights of the poor, the needy, and the 

helpless. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy love that rescues 

us from all evil. We believe in the church, the fellowship that 

reminds us we are children of God, called to serve and enact in 

our lives the holy kinship we also call the kingdom of heaven. 

Thanks be to God. 

* HYMN Praise, I Will Praise You, Lord #131 VT 

1 Praise, I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart. 

O God, I will tell the wonders of your ways, and glorify your name. 

Praise, I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart. 

In you I will find the source of all my joy. Alleluia! 

2 Love, I will love you, Lord, with all my heart. 

O God, I will tell the wonders of your ways, and glorify your name 

Love, I will love you, Lord, with all my heart. 
In you I will find the source of all my joy. Alleluia! 



3 Serve, I will serve you, Lord, with all my heart. 
O God, I will tell the wonders of your ways, and glorify your name 

Serve, I will serve you, Lord, with all my heart. 
In you I will find the source of all my joy. Alleluia! 

INVITATION TO SHARE  (based on Hebrews 11:29-12:2) 

We are continually called to share, especially through the 

ministries here at West Richmond. We are inspired by those who 

went before us, like the ancient Jews exiting Egypt, wandering 

through the wilderness, finding a place to be God’s people; like 

early Christians sacrificing their lives for the way of Jesus; like 

the early Brethren giving us a record of true faith exemplified by 

service. With such a crowd of witnesses, let us rid ourselves of 

everything that gets in the way or any sin that tightly grips. Let 

us run with determination the race that lies before us, our eyes 

fixed on Jesus, who gave his life even to the point of a cross. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

 HYMN Lead On, O Cloud of Presence #194 VT 

1 Lead on, O cloud of Presence, the exodus is come. 

In wilderness and desert our tribe shall make its home.  

Our slav’ry left behind us, new hopes within us grow. 

We seek the land of promise where milk and honey flow. 

2 Lead on, O fiery Pillar, we follow yet with fears,  

but we shall come rejoicing though joy be born of tears.  

We are not lost, though wand’ring, for by your light we come,  

and we are still God’s people. The journey is our home. 

3 Lead on, O God of freedom, and guide our pilgrim way, 

that we may trust the promise through struggle and delay.  

We pray that those who follow will live to share that land 

where justice dwells with mercy and love is law’s demand. 

 

 



OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE  Jeremiah 23:21-32 NRSVUE 

21 I did not send the prophets, yet they ran; I did not speak to 

them, yet they prophesied. 22 But if they had stood in my 

council, then they would have proclaimed my words to my 

people, and they would have turned them from their evil way and 

from the evil of their doings. 
23 Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? 
24 Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them? says 

the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the Lord. 25 I have 

heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my 

name, saying, “I have dreamed! I have dreamed!” 26 How long? 

Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who 

prophesy lies and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? 
27 They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams 

that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my 

name for Baal. 28 Let the prophet who has a dream tell the 

dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word 

faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the Lord. 
29 Is not my word like fire, says the Lord, and like a hammer that 

breaks a rock in pieces? 30 See, therefore, I am against the 

prophets, says the Lord, who steal my words from one another. 
31 See, I am against the prophets, says the Lord, who use their 

own tongues and say, “Says the Lord.” 32 See, I am against 

those who prophesy lying dreams, says the Lord, and who tell 

them and who lead my people astray by their lies and their 

recklessness, when I did not send them or command them, so 

they do not profit this people at all, says the Lord. 

SPECIAL MUSIC Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us Arr. Ross Ferino 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER  (adapted from John Killinger, 
Enter Every Trembling Heart) 

O God, whose Spirit is in this place, in every place, like the dew 

on summer grass, like the scent of flowers in the air we breathe, 

like something whole and well that has just entered a room of 

suffering, we wait before you for the touch of your hand upon 



us. Touch the brow that is furrowed by anxiety and make it 

smooth. Touch the heart that is troubled and make it full. Touch 

the body that is broken by illness or exhaustion and make it 

whole. Touch the spirit that is hungry for your presence and 

make it joyful. Touch all of us with a new awareness of life, and 

of each other, and of you here in our midst. Help us to immerse 

all thoughts and worries into your care, knowing that you are as 

real as the people breathing beside us. Dissolve any mistakes 

that have troubled us this week, and let us feel the wonder of 

your grace extended through your ever-giving compassion. Make 

us a new people in this community of faith. Amen.  

* HYMN Joys Are Flowing Like a River #375 VT 

1 Joys are flowing like a river  
since the Comforter has come, 

who abides with us forever,  
makes the trusting heart a home. 

Refrain: Blessed quietness, holy quietness—  
what assurance in my soul! 
On the stormy sea speaking peace to me— 
how the billows cease to roll! 

2 Like the rain that falls from heaven,  
like the sunlight from the sky, 

so the Holy Ghost is given,  
coming on us from on high. Refrain 

3 See, a fruitful field is growing,  
blessed fruit of righteousness, 

and the streams of life are flowing  
in the lonely wilderness. Refrain 

4 What a wonderful salvation,  
where we always see God’s face! 

What a perfect habitation,  
what a quiet resting place! Refrain 

 



NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE  Luke 12:49-56 NRSVUE 

Jesus the Cause of Division 

49 “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it 

were already ablaze! 50 I have a baptism with which to be 

baptized, and what constraint I am under until it is completed! 
51 Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? 

No, I tell you, but rather division! 52 From now on five in one 

household will be divided, three against two and two against 

three; 53 they will be divided: 

father against son and son against father, mother against 

daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law 

against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against 

mother-in-law.” 

Interpreting the Time 

54 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in 

the west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,’ and so it 

happens. 55 And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, 

‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it happens. 56 You hypocrites! 

You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but 

why do you not know how to interpret the present time? 

SERMON “Jesus the Prophet Bringing Peace or Division?” 

* HYMN When Love Is Found #524 VT 
When Love Is Found by Brian Arthur Wren 

© 1983 Hope Publishing Company 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

1 When love is found and hope comes home,  

sing and be glad that two are one.  

When love explodes and fills the sky,  

praise God and share our Maker’s joy. 

2 When love has flower’d in trust and care  

build both each day that love may dare 

to reach beyond home’s warmth and light,  

to serve and strive for truth and right. 



3 When love is tried as loved ones change,  

hold still to hope though all seems strange,  

till ease returns and love grows wise  

through list'ning ears and opened eyes. 

4 When love is torn and trust betrayed,  

pray strength to love till torments fade,  

till lovers keep no score of wrong,  

but hear through pain love’s Easter song. 

5 Praise God for love, praise God for life,  

in age or youth, in calm or strife.  

Lift up your hearts! Let love be fed  

through death and life in broken bread. 

* PRAYER OF BLESSING AND SENDING (based Luke 12:49-56) 

O God, bless us with the fire Jesus brought to earth, the fire of 

holy love that may disturb our peace and transform our 

relationships into new wholeness. Show us how to understand 

the time in which we live, and look for signs that point to your 

way. Amen. 

* POSTLUDE You’ll Never Walk Alone Hammerstein/Rodgers 

 

 

* Please stand as able and led 
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service: 

Ministers .................................................... All Members 
Guest Speaker ....................................................... Nancy Heishman 

Minister of Music .................................................... Vanessa Morton 

Worship Leader ........................................................... Thoko Lipato 

Worship Assistant ..................................................... Sarah Hartman 

Special Music .................................. Barbara Beers & Vanessa Morton 

Director of Technology and Media ................................... Kevin Beers 


