
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239 
804-288-6439 (phone)         wrcob@wrcob.org        www.wrcob.org 

August 10, 2025 9th Sunday of Pentecost  



Welcome  Helen Keller 

Although the world is full of suffering, it is also full of the 

overcoming of it. 

Prelude Gravity of Love Gungor, Arndt, Maher 
Gravity of Love by David Gungor, John Arndt, Matt Maher 

© Be Essential Songs (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 

I Am A Pilgrim Songs (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

Call to Worship  

One: We are a covenant people, called to God by God, 

generation through generation. 

Many: We are a covenant people, called to Jesus by 

Jesus, losing our life to gain our life. 

One: We are a covenant people, called to the church by 

the church, to build God’s kingdom in our world 

Many: We are a covenant people, working together, the 

strong and the weak, the stranger and the friend, 

to follow the example of Jesus. 

One: Redeemed. 

Many: Renewed. 

ALL: WE GATHER OURSELVES IN THIS PLACE TO BE REMINDED 

AGAIN OF THE LIFE TO WHICH WE ARE CALLED. 

Opening Song Today We Sing with Thankfulness #535 VT 

1 Today we sing with thankfulness  

for those who turned the tide. 

Confined by narrow boundaries,  

they knew your call was wide. 

Demanding change, they led the way,  

with passion and with pain. 

They touch our lives across the years,  

their legacy our gain. 

2 Today we sing of holiness,  

of healing touch and word;  



of disappointment deeply felt,  

convictions understood;  

of grace that lets forgiveness  

flow within community;  

of love that seeks to reconcile,  

restoring unity. 

3 Today we sing with restlessness,  

we ever look to you. 

Infuse us with your Spirit, then, 

give us your work to do. 

Fill us with courage and resolve, 

and grant humility,  

as we employ our minds and hearts  

to right the wrongs we see. 

4 Today we sing with hopefulness  

that we may carry on,  

to honor past accomplishments,  

the steps we build upon. 

And what of those who follow us? 

Your justice be their theme! 

A gifted generation poised— 

God, challenge them to dream! 

Time with our Children (Saddleback Kids Video – Abram to Abraham) 

Scripture  Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 NRSVUE 

The Meaning of Faith 

11 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not seen. 2 Indeed, by faith our 

ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we understand that 

the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that 

what is seen was made from things that are not visible.  

The Faith of Abraham 
8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out 

for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance, and he 



set out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he 

stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a 

foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who 

were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he looked 

forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect 

and builder is God. 11 By faith, with Sarah’s involvement, 

he received power of procreation, even though he was too 

old, because he considered him faithful who had promised. 
12 Therefore from one person, and this one as good as 

dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of 

heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the 

seashore.” 
13 All of these died in faith without having received the 

promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them. 

They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on 

the earth, 14 for people who speak in this way make it clear 

that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been 

thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would 

have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire 

a better homeland, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God 

is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has 

prepared a city for them. 

Hymn Be Thou My Vision (vs. 1-2, 4-5) #549 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night,  

waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.  

2 Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word; 

I ever with thee, and thou with me, Lord. 

Born of thy love, thy child may I be,  

thou in me dwelling and I one with thee. 

4 Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise; 

thou mine inheritance, now and always. 

Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 



Ruler of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

5 *True Light of heaven, when vict’ry is won 

may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav’n’s Sun! 

Heart of my heart, whatever befall, 

still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

A Reading “Abraham” Frederick Beuchner 

Thoughts on Giving 

Lord, help us to see our lives through your eyes. Guide us 

to discern what truly matters and to align our priorities 

with yours. Teach us to number our days and spend them 

wisely. Help us be faithful stewards of our time, talents 

and resources. May our actions be a reflection of your 

love and wisdom.  Amen. 

Prayer of Giving In My Life, Lord, Be Glorified #754 
In My Life, Lord, Be Glorified by Bob Kilpatrick 

© 1978 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
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1 In my life, Lord, be glorified; be glorified.  

In my life, Lord, be glorified today. 

2 In our song, Lord, be glorified; be glorified.  

In our song, Lord, be glorified today. 

3 In your church, Lord, be glorified; be glorified.  

In your church, Lord, be glorified today. 

4 In your world, Lord, be glorified; be glorified.  

In your world, Lord, be glorified today. 

Special Music It Is Well Arr. Jim Brickman 

Scripture  Luke 12:32-34 NRSVUE 

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s 

good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your 

possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves 



that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, 

where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

Sermon “Knowing Where You Belong” 

Closing Song When Our Song Says Peace #1095 HWBS 
When Our Song Says Peace by Richard Leach, Rusty Edwards 

© 1997 Selah Publishing Company, Inc. 
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1  When our song says peace and the world says war,  

we will sing despite the world.  

We will trust the song, for we sing of God,  

who breaks the spear and sword and stills the storm of war.  

2  When our song says free and the world says bound,  

we will sing despite the world.  

We will trust the song, for we sing of God,  

who opens prison doors  

and sets the captives free.  

3  When our song says home and the world says lost,  

we will sing despite the world.  

We will trust the song, for we sing of God,  

who brings us home at last, and gives a song to all. 

Benediction (in unison)  #1095 VT 

O God, immerse us in your wonderous loving. Make our 

faith fertile and courageous. Bless us with more than we 

think we can stand. Infuse us with Jesus, alive, 

resurrected.  Amen. 

Postlude In His Love Scott A. Ressman 
In His Love by Scott A. Ressman 
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* Please stand as able and led 
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service: 

Ministers .................................................... All Members 
Guest Speaker .............................................................. Terrie Glass 

Minister of Music .................................................... Vanessa Morton 

Worship Assistant ..................................................... Sarah Hartman 

Special Music .................................................................................  

Director of Technology and Media ................................... Kevin Beers 


