
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239 
804-288-6439 (phone)         wrcob@wrcob.org        www.wrcob.org 

July 27, 2025 7th Sunday of Pentecost  



WELCOME 

We gather this day, seeking to be heavenly minded that we 

might be earthly good. May our anticipating, our seeking, 

our worshiping, focus us on the love that was in Jesus, a 

love that calls us to live peacefully, simply, together. 

PRELUDE A Turn to Grace David Nevue 

* INVITATION TO WORSHIP (One/Many) based on Hosea 1:2-10 

Sometimes we find ourselves like the unfaithful wife of the 

Old Testament prophet Hosea, caught up in conflicts, 

feeling like unloved children, maybe even questioning 

whether we belong to the community of faith. 

But over and over God reminds us that we are a part of an 

innumerable and inseparable family. 

We are children of a living God, a faithful God. 

For that we give thanks, as we offer ourselves anew in praise 

and service. 

* PRAYER OF GATHERING  based on Psalm 85:1-13 

O God of mercy, forgiveness, and pardon, bring us back 

into your deep love and saving help. Teach us to listen for 

your messages of love in our world, in our church, in our 

family, in our inner beings. When love and faithfulness meet, 

when righteousness and peace embrace, when our activities 

and loyalties are joined, then true earthly good will prevail 

and prosper. We come to seek this earthly goodness. Amen. 

* HYMN All People That on Earth Do Dwell #5 VT 

1: All people that on earth do dwell, 

sing out your faith with cheerful voice; 

delight in God whose praise you tell, 

whose presence calls you to rejoice. 

2: Know that there is one God indeed, 



who fashions us without our aid, 

who claims us, gives us all we need, 

whose tender care will never fade. 

3: Enter the sacred gates with praise, 

with joy approach the temple walls. 

Extol and bless our God always 

as people whom the Spirit calls. 

4: Proclaim again that God is good, 

whose mercy is forever sure, 

whose truth at all times firmly stood, 

and shall from age to age endure. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

INVITATION TO SHARE  based on Colossians 2:6-15 

As we consider how to support the ministries here at West 

Richmond, we are to keep our roots deep in Jesus’ love, 

building our lives on that love, seeking more strength through 

faith, and finding the joy of thanksgiving. Then we truly 

become free from the powers that squeeze us into conformity 

and meaninglessness. We find fulness in Jesus, whose love 

makes a spectacle of all who falsely claim to rule and control. 

 HYMN When Peace Like a River #617 VT 

1 When peace like a river attendeth my way, 

when sorrows like sea billows roll,  

whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 

“It is well, it is well with my soul.” 

Refrain: It is well with my soul, 
it is well, it is well with my soul. 

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

let this blest assurance control,  

that Christ hath regarded my helpless estate, 

and hath shed his own blood for my soul.  Refrain 



3 Redeemed! Oh, the bliss of this glorious thought: 

My sin—not in part, but the whole— 

is nailed to his cross, and I bear it no more, 

praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain 

4 And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, 

the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

the trumpet shall sound, and the Lord shall descend, 

even so, it is well with my soul. Refrain 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 

O God of grace, you are our desire even before we seek and 

ask. You give before we can imagine it, inclining our hearts 

to love and gratitude. Words often fail when it comes to 

expressing your goodness and infinite care. Teach us how to 

relish your presence, to breathe deeply and know you are here 

among us. Let the sense of your love smooth our wrinkled 

brows, release tightness from our muscles, and recondition 

our thinking about ourselves and the world around us. Shape 

us to your generosity, that we might love one another with 

Jesus-like love, a heavenly love that considers little children in 

dark and unhappy places, lonely folks struggling for food and 

shelter, and frightened elder citizens who struggle to cope in 

a fast-changing world. Grant the vision that your heavenly 

kinship can overcome every narrow vision and fear we have, 

bringing forth on earth new ways to live compassionately.  

Shake us at times, even as you comfort us, until we feel like 

we are truly yours, ready to serve and always ready to praise 

you. Amen 

SPECIAL MUSIC Ehane he’ama Harvey Whiteshield 

(Father God, You Are Holy) 

(From Hymnal Companion: Note the overall descent of the 

melody: when words refer to God, the notes are higher, and when 

they refer to people or earth, they are lower. 



SCRIPTURE Philippians 3:17-4:1 First Nations Version 

My sacred family members, I call on you to join with the 

others who follow me as I walk this road. Keep your eyes on 

those who walk in the same manner and follow them also. 

I have warned you many times that there are a great number 

of people who walk as enemies of the cross of the Chosen 

One. And now with tears I warn you again. A bad end awaits 

these people. They have made their weak human appetites 

the spirit they follow. They take pride in doing things they 

should be ashamed of. They have set their minds on the ways 

of this world. 

But the way of life of the tribe we belong to is found in the 

spirit-world above, and it is from there that we eagerly wait 

for the one who has set us free, and made us whole, our 

Honored Chief, Creator Sets Free (Jesus) the Chosen One. 

When he appears, he will take our weak, death-doomed 

bodies and change them into a body like his, a body that 

shines with beauty and honor. For he is the one who has the 

power to bring all things into harmony with himself. 

My sacred family members, how I long to be with you. You 

are like feathers in my headdress, making my heart dance. I 

have shown you how to stand firm on the solid ground of the 

Chosen One. So now, my much-loved ones, stand firm! 

Scripture quotations are reproduced from First Nations Version: 

An Indigenous Translation of the New Testament, copyright © 

2021 by Rain Ministries, Inc. Used by permission of InterVarsity 

Press. All rights reserved worldwide. www.ivpress.com 

 HYMN Lead Me, Guide Me #601 VT 
Lead Me, Guide Me by Doris Akers 

© 1953, 1955 Renewed. Unichappell Music, Inc. (Admin. by CURB | Word Music Publishing) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

Refrain: Lead me, guide me, along the way,  
for if you lead me, I cannot stray.  
Lord, let me walk each day with thee.  
Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

http://www.ivpress.com/


1 I am weak and I need thy strength and pow’r  

to help me over my weakest hour.  

Help me through the darkness thy face to see.  

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 

2 Help me tread in the paths of righteousness 

Be my aid when Satan and sin oppress.  

I am putting all my trust in thee.  

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 

3 I am lost if you take your hand from me.  

I am blind without thy light to see.  

Lord, just always let me thy servant be.  

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 

SERMON “Heavenly Minded for Earthly Good” 

* HYMN New Earth, Heavens New #377 VT  
New Earth, Heavens New by Harris Loewen 

© 1982 Hope Publishing Company 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

1: New earth, heavens new, Spirit of God moving; 

new seed, creatures new, Spirit of life moving; 

new man, woman new, image of God moving. 

Refrain: Sing a new song to the One who has said,  
“Behold, I make all things new.” 

2 New love, mercies new, Spirit of God moving;  

new strength, hopefulness new, Spirit of life moving;  

new hearts, spirits new, image of God moving. Refrain 

3 New minds, wisdom new, Spirit of God moving;  

new law, covenant new, Spirit of life moving;  

new name, nature new, image of God moving. Refrain 

4 New earth, heavens new, Spirit of God moving;  

new birth, creatures new, Spirit of life moving;  

new growth, people new, image of God moving. Refrain 

 



* PRAYER OF BLESSING AND SENDING based on Luke 11:1-13 

O God, bless us through Jesus’ teaching, a teaching that 

we are to honor your name and spirit by seeking heavenly 

kinship on earth as in heaven. Show us how we might live 

simply on what we actually need, forbearing others and 

seeking your way through hard testing. Grant us your Spirit 

of love and peace as we continue to ask, seek, and knock. 

Amen. 

ORGAN POSTLUDE Close to Thee Silas Jones Vail 

arr. Donald Lee Moore 

 

 

 

 

 
* Please stand as able and led 
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service: 

Ministers .................................................... All Members 

Guest Speaker ....................................................... Nancy Heishman 

Minister of Music .................................................... Vanessa Morton 

Worship Leader ......................................................... Alyce Newman 

Worship Assistant ..................................................... Sarah Hartman 

Prelude Pianist ........................................................... Ken Heatwole 

Special Music .................................... Barbara Beers & Sarah Hartman 

Director of Technology and Media ................................... Kevin Beers 


