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July 20, 2025 6" Sunday of Pentecost




WELCOME Ted Loder

Now, O Lord, calm us into a quietness that heals and listens and
molds our longings and passions, our wounds and wonderings into
a more holy and human shape.

PRELUDE Total Praise Richard Smallwood

Total Praise by Richard Smallwood
© 1996 Bridge Building Music, Inc. (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.)
T. Autumn Music (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.)
CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A

* CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: Hear the word of the Lord, which promises, “God gives
strength to the weary.”

People: We are weary, Lord, but we trust in your promise to renew
our strength.

Leader: Those who hope in the Lord will soar on wings like eagles.

People: We lift our hearts to you, seeking the strength to rise
above our burdens, to see again a world of possibilities and
to open ourselves to the renewal that your Spirit brings.

ALL:  We declare that God is doing a new thing. Here. Now. In
the midst of our routines and our challenges. The Holy
One who created heaven and earth forms us afresh today.
Let our spirits rise to greet our Maker.

* OPENING SONG Let Us Build a House #36 VT

[: Let us build a house where love can dwell
and all can safely live,
a place where saints and children tell
how hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
rock of faith and vault of grace;
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:

Refrain:  all are welcome, all are welcome,
all are welcome in this place.



2:  Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,
where all God’s children dare to seek
to dream God’s reign anew.
Here the cross shall stand as witness
and as symbol of God’s grace;
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: Refrain

3:  Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine, and wheat:
a banquet hall on holy ground,
where peace and justice meet.
Here the love of God, through Jesus,
is revealed in time and space;
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  Refrain

4:  Let us build a house where hands will
reach beyond the wood and stone
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,
and live the Word they’ve known.
Here the outcast and the stranger
bear the image of God’s face;
let us bring an end to fear and danger: Refrain

5:  Let us build a house where all are named,
their songs and visions heard
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed
as words within the Word.
Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace,

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: Refrain
CHILDREN’S MOMENTS
MORN'NG PSALM Psalm 77 l - | 2 from Psalms Anew

77 | cried aloud to you, O God; | cried, and you heard me.
2 In the day of my distress | sought you, Yahweh, and by night
| stretched out my hands in prayer. | lay sweating and nothing



would cool me; | refused all comfort.

When | remembered you, | groaned; as | pondered, darkness
came over my spirit.

My eyelids would not close; | was troubled and | could not
speak.

My thoughts went back to times long ago; | remembered years
past.

All night long | was in deep distress; as | lay thinking, my spirit
was sunk in despair.

Yahweh, will you reject us forever and never again show us
your favor?

Has your unfailing love now failed us completely? Will your
promise be unfulfilled?

Have you forgotten how to be gracious? Have you withheld
your compassion in anger?

' Has your right hand changed? Is the arm of the Most High
powerless?

""" But then | remember your deeds; | recall your wonders in times
gone by.

12 | meditate upon your works and ponder all that you have done.
SPECIAL MusiC After the Fire Amy Grant
After the Fire by Amy Grant
© 2003 Age To Age Music, Inc. (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.); Riverstone Music, Inc. (Admin. by Reservoir Media Management, Inc.)

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A
THOUGHTS ON GIVING The Talmud

Do not be daunted by the enormity of the world’s grief. Do justly
NOW. Love mercy NOW. Walk humbly NOW. You are not obligated
to complete the work, but neither are you free to abandon it.

SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 43:1-7; 16-21 NRSVUE

Restoration and Protection Promised

43 But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he
who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for | have redeemed you; |
have called you by name; you are mine. * When you pass through



the waters, | will be with you, and through the rivers, they shall not
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be
burned, and the flame shall not consume you. * For | am the Lord
your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. | give Egypt as your
ransom, Cush and Seba in exchange for you. * Because you are
precious in my sight and honored and | love you, | give people in
return for you, nations in exchange for your life. ° Do not fear, for
I am with you; | will bring your offspring from the east, and from
the west | will gather you; °I will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth — " everyone who is
called by my name, whom | created for my glory, whom | formed
and made.”

'® Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the
mighty waters, '’ who brings out chariot and horse, army and
warrior; they lie down; they cannot rise; they are extinguished,
quenched like a wick: '® Do not remember the former things or
consider the things of old. "I am about to do a new thing; now it
springs forth; do you not perceive it? | will make a way in the
wilderness and rivers in the desert. *° The wild animals will honor
me, the jackals and the ostriches, for | give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, ?' the people
whom | formed for myself so that they might declare my praise.

HYMN Longing for Light #715VT

I: Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.

Refrain: Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.

2: Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.



Your Word alone has pow’r to save us.
Make us your living voice. Refrain

3: Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others,
shared until all are fed. Refrain

4: Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others,
walls made of living stone. Refrain

5: Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,

making your kingdom come. Refrain
SCRIPTURE LESSON Jeremiah 31:31-34 NRSVUE
A New Covenant

3! The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. ** It
will not be like the covenant that | made with their ancestors when
| took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though | was their husband, says the
Lord. ** But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of
Israel after those days, says the Lord: | will put my law within them,
and I will write it on their hearts, and | will be their God, and they
shall be my people. ** No longer shall they teach one another or say
to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from
the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for | will forgive
their iniquity and remember their sin no more.

SERMON “A Prayer for Newness”



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)

O God, our God, we celebrate the new life which you have given
us. We have experienced broken lives made whole, old wounds of
alienation healed over, and tired spirits rejuvenated with new vision.
Gracious God, we are so grateful for the purpose and possibilities
you have placed before us. Yet there are times when doubt has
overcome hope, cynicism has replaced dedication, the world’s values
have captured us more than yours. Forgive us for those times. Help
us let go of the past so that we might move joyfully into a new
future that points to your love and justice. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

God says to us: You are my chosen ones, | love you. I'm proud of
you. Stand firm in your commitment to me. Know that | have
forgiven you when you fall short; | call you by name; you are mine.
| have entered into a covenant with you and will stand by you in all
times and places. Dare to live fully the life to which I have called
you. Amen.

* CLOSING SONG Beyond a Dying Sun #416 VT

[: Beyond a dying sun | saw a vision on the sea
of golden sails full billowed on the wind. ©" """
And echoing above the waves a voice called after me,
“God’s dwelling place is with you till the end.” (" e end)

Refrain:
[ see a new world coming
when ev'ryone is free!
And all shall be God'’s people
in justice, love, and peace.

2: For God at last shall wipe away the tears from ev’ry eye.
The sting of death shall pierce the heart no more, e mere)
When grieving turns to laughter all the pain from us shall fly,
and former ways lie bleached upon the shore. ©" ")

Refrain



3: Though hatred rages on the wind and wars defile the land,
| see those golden sails still coming strong, "8 s
for through the eyes of faith still shines the vision of the Lamb,
and o’er a weary earth there rings this song. " ™ sne)

Refrain

* BENEDICT'ON Carol Wise

May God give you the courage to replace loneliness with friendship,
hatred with respect, war with justice, dishonesty with integrity, and
self-focus with a compassionate focus on the other. May God
surprise you each day with what God can do with your help. Amen.

POSTLUDE When Peace Like A River Bliss/Spafford

* Please stand as able and led
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service:

MINISEErS ..oovvvvrrreeeirirereerereremmmesosssssssssssssnene All Members
Guest SPeaker ...........eeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e Terrie Glass
Minister of MUSIC.........ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiniiiieeeiieeeees Vanessa Morton
Worship Assistant ...........ccccueeeevviiieeenniieeeeniieeeeenns Sarah Hartman
Special MUSIC.......co.evveiiiiiiiiiiiiiec e Terrie Glass

Director of Technology and Media ..........c....ccoovvevnniennne. Kevin Beers



