
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239 

804-288-6439 (phone)  804-282-4408 (fax)  wrcob@wrcob.org  www.wrcob.org 

July 13, 2025 5th Sunday of Pentecost  



WELCOME 

We gather this day, seeking vision for our lives, our church, the 

larger world. We believe the keys to this vision are found in the 

way of Jesus. So we seek in this service to immerse ourselves in 

this way, as the early believers did in the book of Acts. 

PRELUDE Morning Has Broken arr. Derek Haydn 

* INVITATION TO WORSHIP (One/All)  (based on Amos 7:7-17) 

Long ago the prophet Amos had a vision of his people as a 

plumb lined wall that was skewed. 

Sometimes the walls of our lives and churches seem a little out of 

line. 

But the plumb line of Jesus gives us a way to measure and see. 

Worship offers us the opportunity to be straightened once again 

through the love of God. 

* PRAYER OF GATHERING   (based on Psalm 82) 

O God, you are the Ground of all Being, the one who calls us to 

live beyond ourselves with justice for all, justice for the 

forgotten, the helpless, those with no voice. You tell us that we 

are divine, like you, children of eternal love. Help us to be what 

you call us to be. Amen. 

* HYMN Love Divine, All Loves Excelling #638 VT 

1: Love divine, all loves excelling,  

joy of heav’n, to earth come down, 

fix in us thy humble dwelling,  

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion,  

pure, unbounded love thou art. 

Visit us with thy salvation;  

enter ev'ry trembling heart. 



2: Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 

into ev’ry troubled breast. 

Let us all in thee inherit,  

let us find the promised rest.  

Take away the love of sinning;  

Alpha and Omega be. 

End of faith, as its beginning,  

set our hearts at liberty. 

3: Come, Almighty, to deliver,  

let us all thy life receive. 

Suddenly return, and never,  

nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing,  

serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing,  

glory in thy perfect love. 

4: Finish, then, thy new creation;  

true and spotless let us be. 

Let us see thy great salvation  

perfectly restored in thee. 

Changed from glory into glory,  

till in heav’n we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee,  

lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

INVITATION TO SHARE  (based on Colossians 1:1-14) 

As we reflect on how we might support ministries here at West 

Richmond, we recall the writer of Colossians wishing grace, peace, 

and hope to all. If we let God fill us with vision, we will have the 

wisdom and strength to live as God wills, producing all kinds of 

good deeds, spreading blessings throughout our community and 

world, giving joyful thanks as we show forth the light of holy 

kinship in Jesus. 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 



* HYMN We Walk by Faith #588 VT 

1: We walk by faith, and not by sight;  

no gracious words we hear  

from one who spoke as none e’er spoke,  

but we believe him near. 

2: We may not touch his hands and side,  

nor follow where he trod,  

yet in his promise we rejoice,  

and cry, “My Lord and God!” 

3: Help then, O Lord, our unbelief,  

and may our faith abound to call  

on you when you are near,  

and seek where you are found: 

4: that when our life of faith is done,  

in realms of clearer light we may  

behold you as you are in full  

and endless sight. 

5: We walk by faith, and not by sight;  

no gracious words we hear  

from one who spoke as none e’er spoke,  

but we believe him near. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

SPECIAL MUSIC His Eye Is on The Sparrow Martin/Gabriel 

SCRIPTURE Acts 1:6-9, 2:38-47 Good News Bible 

Jesus Is Taken Up to Heaven 

6 When the apostles met together with Jesus, they asked him, 

“Lord, will you at this time give the Kingdom back to Israel?” 
7 Jesus said to them, “The times and occasions are set by my 

Father's own authority, and it is not for you to know when they 



will be. 8 But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will be 

filled with power, and you will be witnesses for me in Jerusalem, 

in all of Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 After 

saying this, he was taken up to heaven as they watched him, and 

a cloud hid him from their sight. 

38 Peter said to them, “Each one of you must turn away from your 

sins and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins 

will be forgiven; and you will receive God’s gift, the Holy Spirit. 
39 For God’s promise was made to you and your children, and to 

all who are far away—all whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 
40 Peter made his appeal to them and with many other words he 

urged them, saying, “Save yourselves from the punishment 

coming on this wicked people!” 41 Many of them believed his 

message and were baptized, and about three thousand people 

were added to the group that day. 42 They spent their time in 

learning from the apostles, taking part in the fellowship, and 

sharing in the fellowship meals and the prayers. 

Life among the Believers 
43 Many miracles and wonders were being done through the 

apostles, and everyone was filled with awe. 44 All the believers 

continued together in close fellowship and shared their belongings 

with one another. 45 They would sell their property and 

possessions, and distribute the money among all, according to 

what each one needed. 46 Day after day they met as a group in 

the Temple, and they had their meals together in their homes, 

eating with glad and humble hearts, 47 praising God, and enjoying 

the good will of all the people. And every day the Lord added to 

their group those who were being saved. 

* HYMN Renew Your Church #717 VT 

1: Renew your church, its ministries restore,  

both to serve and adore.  

Make it again as salt throughout the land,  

and as light from a stand. 



’Mid somber shadows of the night,  

where greed and hatred spread their blight,  

O send us forth with pow’r endued.  

Help us, God, be renewed. 

2: Teach us your word, reveal its truth divine;  

on our path let it shine.  

Tell of your works,  

your mighty acts of grace;  

from each page show your face.  

As you have loved us, sent your Son,  

and our salvation now is won,  

O let our hearts with love be stirred.  

Help us, God, know your word! 

3: Teach us to pray, for you are always near.  

Your still voice let us hear.  

Our souls are restless till they rest in you,  

where we find strength anew. 

Before your presence keep us still,  

that we may find for us your will,  

and seek your guidance ev’ry day.  

Teach us, Christ, how to pray! 

4: Teach us to love with heart and mind and soul.  

You, O Christ, be our goal.  

Break down old walls of prejudice and hate.  

Leave us not to our fate. 

As you have loved and giv’n your life  

to end hostility and strife,  

O share your grace from heav’n above.  

Teach us, Christ, how to love! 

SERMON “A Vision for Mission” 

 



* HYMN God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens #529 VT 
God Who Stretched The Spangled Heavens (Holy Manna) by Catherine Cameron, William Moore 

© Words: 1967 Hope Publishing Company; Music: Public Domain 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

1: God, who stretched the spangled heavens,  

infinite in time and place,  

flung the suns in burning radiance  

through the silent fields of space; 

we, your children in your likeness,  

share inventive pow’rs with you.  

Great creator still creating,  

show us what we yet may do. 

2: We have ventured worlds undreamed of  

since the childhood of our race,  

known the ecstasy of winging  

through untraveled realms of space,  

probed the secrets of the atom,  

yielding unimagined pow’r,  

facing us with life’s destruction  

or our most triumphant hour. 

3: As each far horizon beckons,  

may it challenge us anew,  

children of creative purpose  

serving others, hon’ring you.  

May our dreams prove rich with promise,  

each endeavor well begun.  

Great creator, give us guidance  

till our goals and yours are one. 

* PRAYER OF BLESSING AND SENDING (based on Luke 10: 25-37) 

O God, like the good Samaritan of old, give us a vision on how 

we might love others as we love ourselves. Bless us with eyes to 

see those lying in hurt by the roadsides of life. Let us be a people 

and a church that have hearts filled with your compassion. Amen. 



POSTLUDE Jesus Christ Is The Way Walter Hawkins 
Jesus Christ Is The Way by Walter Hawkins 

© 1977 Bud John Music, Inc. (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* Please stand as able and led 

 
                                  

Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service: 

Ministers .................................................... All Members 
Guest Speaker ............................................................. David Brunk 

Minister of Music .................................................... Vanessa Morton 

Worship Assistant ..................................................... Sarah Hartman 

Special Music ................................. Sarah Hartman & Vanessa Morton 

Media Assistant ........................................................ Shaun Finchum 

  


