
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239 

804-288-6439 (phone)  804-282-4408 (fax)  wrcob@wrcob.org  www.wrcob.org 

June 29, 2025 3rd Sunday after Pentecost  



WELCOME 

Greetings to all who gather this day, who are seeking to find and 

live in the way of Jesus. May we find blessing in his spirit of 

compassion and grace. 

PRELUDE The Butterfly  Jessica Walsh 

* INVITATION TO WORSHIP (One/Many) (based on Micah 6:1-8) 

We gather in worship, seeking to offer up ourselves to God, our 

best amid any worst, believing God has showed us what is needed. 

We are to do justice, moving beyond “just us.” 

That is needed in a world where many are left out. 

We are to love kindness, 

That is needed when disregard and even hatred are embraced. 

We are to walk humbly with God. 

That is needed in a time of controlling power and even violence. 

Let us wisely reverence God and live in the way shown in Jesus. 

* PRAYER OF GATHERING   (based on Psalm 23) 

O God, be our life coach. Lead us to places of rest that restore 

our spirits, places that feel right after many wanderings, places 

that are on the other side of valleys that include loss, despair, 

sickness, and even death. Steady us with your comfort. Sit us at 

a table that extends to all, a table where we and others are 

honored as special guests in your mercy. Show us how to dwell in 

the temple of your love through all our days. In the name of Jesus, 

our shepherd.  Amen 

* HYMN Praise Him, Praise Him #100 VT 

1: Praise him, praise him! Jesus, our blessed redeemer!  

Sing, O earth, his wonderful love proclaim!  



Hail him, hail him! Highest archangels in glory!  

Strength and honor give to his holy name! 

Like a shepherd, Jesus will guard his children.  

In his arms he carries them all day long. 

Refrain: 
Praise him! Praise him! tell of his excellent greatness.  
Praise him! Praise him! ever in joyful song. 

2: Praise him, praise him! Jesus, our blessed redeemer!  

For our sins, he suffered, and bled, and died.  

He our rock, our hope of eternal salvation,  

hail him, hail him! Jesus, the crucified.  

Sound his praises, Jesus who bore our sorrows,  

love unbounded, wonderful, deep, and strong. Refrain 

3: Praise him, praise him! Jesus, our blessed redeemer!  

Heav’nly portals loud with hosannas ring!  

Jesus, Savior, reigneth forever and ever!  

Crown him, crown him! prophet, and priest, and king!  

Christ is coming, over the world victorious.  

Pow’r and glory unto the Lord belong. Refrain 

INVITATION TO SHARE  (based on I Thessalonians 5:12-24) 

As we partner with others in the ministries here at West Richmond, 

let us give respect to leaders, encouragement to the idle, strength 

to the timid, help to the weak, patience to each other, forgiveness 

to those who wrong us, and goodness to all. Let our gifts be signs 

of joy, as we pray that our giving will be a kiss of peace to others.  

CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

* HYMN Rain Down #703 VT
 

Refrain:  
Rain down, rain down, rain down your love on your people. 
Rain down, rain down, rain down your love, God of life. 



1: Faithful and true is the Word of our God.  
All of God’s works are so worthy of trust.  
God’s mercy falls on the just and the right;  
full of God’s love is the earth. Refrain 

2: We who revere and find hope in our God 
live in the kindness and joy of God’s wing.  
God will protect us from darkness and death;  
God will not leave us to starve. Refrain 

3: God of creation, we long for your truth;  
you are the water of life that we thirst.  
Grant that your love and your peace touch our hearts,  
all of our hope lies in you. Refrain 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER  (adapted from John Killinger  

Every Trembling Heart) 

O Lord, our Shepherd, who leads us by the still waters and into 

green pastures, we thank you for the times in our lives when life 

is strong and good and affirming and everything seems to happen 

for the best. We are grateful for love and health and happiness, 

and for the gift of seeing with the inward eye the joys of human 

existence. Teach us to remember, though, that you are with us at 

all times, even when the waters are not still and the pastures are 

not green, when the way is fraught with danger and difficulty and 

we eat our bread in the presence of enemies. Your lovingkindness 

surpasses all our imagination, and your faithfulness is to all 

generations. Help us to recall this in moments of adversity and 

disappointment, that misfortune may but strengthen our sense of 

your presence and encourage us in the way of wisdom. Give faith 

our children and the young, that they may learn to walk with you 

in the valleys of life and not be afraid of evil. Let mercy and 

goodness not only fill our cups overflow, but fill the cups of our 

neighbors, that the bounty we have experienced at your hand may 

be theirs as well, and together we may follow you into the holy 

kinship of faith, hope, and love. Through Jesus, the Christ and our 

Companion. Amen. 



 HYMN I Want Jesus to Walk with Me #306 VT
 

1: I want Jesus to walk with me.  

I want Jesus to walk with me.  

All along my pilgrim journey,  

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.  

2: In my trials, Lord, walk with me.  

In my trials, Lord, walk with me.  

When my heart is almost breaking,  

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.  

3: When I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me.  

When I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me.  

When my head is bowed in sorrow,  

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.  

SCRIPTURE  Matthew 5:1-12 NIV 

5 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside 

and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach 

them. 

He said: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.  
4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

for they will be filled.  
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.  
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children 

of God.  
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  



11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 

falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice 

and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the 

same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

SPECIAL MUSIC Way Maker Osinachi Kalu Okoro Egbu 

Way Maker by Osinachi Kalu Okoro Egbu 

© 2016 Integrity Music 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

SERMON “A New Way to Do Things” 

* HYMN We Are One in the Spirit #387 VT 
They'll Know We Are Christians By Our Love   by   Peter Scholtes 

©   1966 F.E.L. Publications. Assigned 1991 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

1: We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord; 

we are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord; 

and we pray that all unity may one day be restored. 

Refrain:  
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love,  
by our love, and they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

2: We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand;  
we will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand;  
and together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land. 

Refrain:  
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love,  
by our love, and they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

3: We will work with each other, we will work side by side;  
we will work with each other, we will work side by side.  
And we’ll guard each one’s dignity and save each one’s pride. 

Refrain:  
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love,  
by our love, and they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 



* PRAYER OF BLESSING AND SENDING  (based on Matthew 5:1-12) 

O God, bless us with the humble knowing that we need you and 

your people. Lead us into deep concern for others, into gentleness 

when the powerful seek control, into yearning for justice and right 

living when the ways of right living are ignored, into mercy when 

condemnation is expected, into a singleness of mind that reveals 

hearts seeking love, into the desire to make peace with all, into 

the willingness to bear unjust treatment. Amen. 

POSTLUDE Tender Shepherd  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Please stand as able and led 
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service: 

Ministers .................................................... All Members 
Guest Speaker ............................................................ Freda Wilkins 

Minister of Music .................................................... Vanessa Morton 

Worship Leader ........................................................... Pat Gangwer 

Worship Assistant ..................................................... Sarah Hartman 

Special Music ................................. Sarah Hartman & Vanessa Morton 

Director of Technology and Media ................................... Kevin Beers 
 


