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WELCOME

As children of God through faith, we gather, yearning to
clothe ourselves in the spirit of Christ, a spirit that breaks
down any boundaries, and affirms that we all belong to God
and to each other.

PRELUDE Al Things Bright and Beautiful Mark Hayes

All Things Bright and Beautiful by Mark Hayes
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* INVITATION TO \WORSHIP (based on | Kings 19:1-15)

We give ourselves to worship in the spirit of the Old
Testament prophet Elijah, who fled into from a threatening
queen in fear for his life. But alone in the wilderness, he
heard God asking, “What are you doing here?”

On top of a mountain, after a furious wind that split hills
and rock, after an earthquake, after a fire, he heard the
soft whisper of a voice, thin and quiet, the still small voice
of God. Elijah then knew he was not alone, that there
were still thousands of other people who shared his faith.
Amid the winds, earthquakes, and fires of life, we too can
be assured in this faith community that there is a still small
voice that speaks to us of love, the eternal love we know
in Jesus.

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (in unison) (adapted from John Killinger,
Enter Every Trembling Heart)

We believe in the love of God that forms the basis for all
human love, a love that bestows kindness in the human
community and connection throughout the cosmos. We
believe in the love of Jesus, who shows what it means to
care by giving life in service to others. We believe in the
Holy Spirit of love that is to reside in our fellowship,
eventually triumphing in the world, despite all envy, hate,



and greed. For love is of God and God is love, and God
will not rest until all are reconciled in love. Amen.

* HYmN Holy, Holy, Holy! #7611

[: Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed trinity!

2: Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.

3: Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in pow'r, in love, and purity.

4: Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth, and sky, and sea.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed trinity!

CHILDREN’S MOMENTS

INVITATION TO SHARE (based on Psalm 41, 42)

As we consider how we might undergird the ministries here
at West Richmond, including the work of our district and
the larger church in the world, we recall the psalmist in
exile, longing for a way out of separation from land and
temple, a way out of sadness and trouble, a way out of
tears day and night. There are many, who like a deer
thirsting for streams of cool water, also thirst for relief and
hope. May our gifts give them a song in the night, light and
truth, and a prayer of gratitude to the God of all life.



HYMN As the Deer #1017
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| As the deer pants for the water,
so my soul longs after you.
You alone are my heart's desire,
and I long to worship You.

Refrain:  You alone are my strength, my shield;
to you alone may my spirit yield.
You alone are my heart's desire
and [ long to worship you.

2: | want you more than gold or silver,
only you can satisfy.
You alone are the real joy giver,
and the apple of my eye. Refrain

3: You're my friend and you are my brother,
even though you are a king.
I love you more than any other,

so much more than anything. Refrain
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER
HYMN Lord, | Want to Be a Christian #5587

[: Lord, | want to be a Christian in my heart,
in my heart. Lord, | want to be a Christian in my heart.
In my heart, in my heart,
Lord, | want to be a Christian in my heart.

2:  Lord, | want to be more loving in my heart,
in my heart. Lord, | want to be more loving in my heart.
In my heart, in my heart,
Lord, | want to be more loving in my heart.

3: Lord, | want to be more holy in my heart,
in my heart. Lord, | want to be more holy in my heart.



In my heart, in my heart,
Lord, I want to be ore holy in my heart.

4: Lord, | want to be like Jesus in my heart,
in my heart. Lord, | want to be like Jesus in my heart.
In my heart, in my heart,
Lord, | want to be like Jesus in my heart.

SCRIPTURE Galatians 3:23-39 NRSVUE

3 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and
guarded under the law until faith would be revealed.

* Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ
came, so that we might be reckoned as righteous by faith.
2> But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject
to a disciplinarian, 2 for in Christ Jesus you are all children
of God through faith. 2’ As many of you as were baptized
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 2 There is
no longer Jew or Greek; there is no longer slave or free;
there is no longer male and female, for all of you are one
in Christ Jesus. *° And if you belong to Christ, then you
are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.

SERMON “Clothed with Christ”

* HYMN The Church’s One Foundation #3977

[: The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, our Lord;
we are a new creation by water and the Word.
From heav’n he came and taught us what perfect love can be;
through life and death he sought us, and rose to set us free.

2: The church in ev'ry nation is one through all the earth;
our charter of salvation, one God, one faith, one birth;
one name together blessing, one holy food we share,
to one hope ever pressing, at one in work and prayer.

3: Still, schisms, tribulation, and hatred fuel our war;



we wait the consummation of peace forevermore.
The saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up, “How long?”
And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.

4: Yet we on earth have union with God, the Three in One,
and mystic, sweet communion with those whose rest is won.
Oh, happy ones and holy! God, give us grace that we,
like them, the meek and lowly, may live eternally.

* BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE How Can | Keep from Singing? Mark Hayes
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* Please stand as able and led
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Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service:

MINISTEIS ...vvvviveirieirerieocoroecsssesessessssessssssessss All Members

Guest Speaker..........ccceeevviiiiiinniiieeann. Daniel Rudy, Virlinia District Minister
Minister of MUSIC .........cccceiviiiiniiiiniiiiniciiicieceee Vanessa Morton
Worship Leader ..........ccccooviiiiniiiiniiiiniiiiiiiiiiciiicen Barbara Beers
Worship ASSISTaNT..........covvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeiieeeeeee e Sarah Hartman
GUESE PIanist ........cooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiieceee e Nancy Heishman

Director of Technology and Media .............ccccceeviiiiniiinniinne. Kevin Beers



