
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

West Richmond Church of the Brethren 
7612 Wanymala Road, Henrico, Virginia 23229-4239 

804-288-6439 (phone)  804-282-4408 (fax)  wrcob@wrcob.org  www.wrcob.org 



May 25, 2025 6th Sunday of Easter 

Children of God, siblings of Christ:  

The Holy Spirit has called and gathered us here.  

Let us worship together. 

Welcome 

Organ Prelude Abide in Me, and I in You Lani Smith 

Abide in Me, and I in You by Lani Smith  

© 2007 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

GIVE PRAISE TO GOD 

* Call to Worship (One/Many)   

It is right for us to gather, for God has placed us in each other's 

hearts, bound together by His grace. 

We come to worship, longing to share in the affection of Christ 

Jesus. 

The apostle Paul prayed for the church in Philippi, that their 

love might abound more and more. 

Today, we seek that same abounding love, rooted in God's 

truth. 

He prayed for love to grow in knowledge and depth of insight, 

so they could discern what is best. 

Open our hearts, Lord, to grow in love that is wise, 

understanding, and discerning. Let us worship God! 

* Opening Prayer 

Lord of all grace and affection, we thank You for the bonds of 

community that You have woven among us. We thank You for 

the love that already exists here, a gift from Your own heart. 

As we enter this time of worship, stir within us a deeper longing 



for one another, reflecting the affection of Christ. Open our 

minds and spirits to Your Word, that our love may indeed 

abound more and more in knowledge and true insight, for Your 

glory. Amen. 

* Opening Song Holy, Holy, Holy! #76 VT 

1: Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.  

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed trinity! 

2: Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 

casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;  

cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 

which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

3: Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 

though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see,  

only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 

perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity. 

4: Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy name,  

in earth, and sky, and sea.  

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed trinity! 

CELEBRATE GOD’S FAMILY 

Time with Our Children 

Song of Praise You Are Salt for the Earth #297 VT 

1: You are salt for the earth, O people, 

salt for the kingdom of God! 

Share the flavor of life, O people: 
life in the kingdom of God! 



Refrain: Bring forth the kingdom of mercy,  
bring forth the kingdom of peace.  
Bring forth the kingdom of justice,  
bring forth the city of God! 

2: You are a light on the hill, O people,  
light for the city of God!  
Shine so holy and bright, O people:  

shine for the kingdom of God! Refrain 

3: You are a seed of the Word, O people,  
bring forth the kingdom of God!  

Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice,  
grow in the kingdom of God! Refrain 

4: We are a bless’d and a pilgrim people,  
bound for the kingdom of God!  
Love our journey and love our homeland:  

love is the kingdom of God! Refrain 

Prayers of the People 

Special Music More Than Wonderful Lanny Wolfe 

More Than Wonderful by Lanny Wolfe 

© 1982 Lanny Wolfe Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

WORSHIP IN G IV ING  

Thoughts on Giving 

Paul’s deep affection for the Philippians was demonstrated not 

just in words, but in his constant prayer for their spiritual 

growth—that their love would mature and become more 

discerning. Our giving, too, is an expression of our love and 

commitment to this church family and its mission. It's an 

investment in the shared grace we experience and in fostering 

a community where love can indeed abound in knowledge and 

insight. As we offer our gifts today, may they be a tangible 



sign of our desire to grow together and to support the 

ministries that nurture wise and discerning love among us and 

beyond us. 

 Song Thy Word Is a Lamp #398 VT
 

Thy Word by Amy Grant, Michael W. Smith 

© 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

Vinny Mae’s Girl (Admin. by ClearBox Rights, LLC) 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

Refrain: Thy word is a lamp unto my feet  
and a light unto my path.  
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet  
and a light unto my path. 

1: When I feel afraid, and I think I’ve lost my way, 

still you’re there right beside me.  

Nothing will I fear as long as you are near.  

Please be near me to the end. Refrain 

2: I will not forget your love for me,  

and yet my heart forever is wandering.  

Jesus, be my guide and hold me to your side;  

I will love you to the end. Refrain 

LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 

Scripture Lesson  Philippians 1:3-11 CEB 

Thanksgiving and prayer 
3 I thank my God every time I mention you in my prayers. 4 I’m 

thankful for all of you every time I pray, and it’s always a prayer 

full of joy. 5 I’m glad because of the way you have been my 

partners in the ministry of the gospel from the time you first 

believed it until now. 6 I’m sure about this: the one who started 

a good work in you will stay with you to complete the job by 

the day of Christ Jesus. 7 I have good reason to think this way 

about all of you because I keep you in my heart. You are all my 

partners in God’s grace, both during my time in prison and in 



the defense and support of the gospel. 8 God is my witness that 

I feel affection for all of you with the compassion of Christ 

Jesus. 
9 This is my prayer: that your love might become even more 

and more rich with knowledge and all kinds of insight. 10 I pray 

this so that you will be able to decide what really matters and 

so you will be sincere and blameless on the day of Christ. 11 I 

pray that you will then be filled with the fruit of righteousness, 

which comes from Jesus Christ, in order to give glory and 

praise to God. 

Sermon “What REALLY Matters!” 

GO IN GOD’S NAME 

* Closing Song What a Fellowship/ #160 VT 

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 

1: What a fellowship, what a joy divine,  

leaning on the everlasting arms;  

what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,  

leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Refrain: Leaning (on Jesus), leaning (on Jesus), 
safe and secure from all alarms; 
leaning (on Jesus), leaning (on Jesus),  
leaning on the everlasting arms. 

2: Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,  

leaning on the everlasting arms; 

Oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,  

 leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain 

3: What have I to dread, what have I to fear,  

leaning on the everlasting arms? 

I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,  

leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain 



* Benediction 

Organ Postlude Praise Our God John W. Peterson 

Praise Our God by John W. Peterson 

© 1956. Renewed 1984 John W. Peterson Music Company 

CCLI License No. 11428263 Size B; 20298271 Size A 

* Please stand as able and led 

                                  
Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service: 

Ministers .................................................... All Members 
Pastor ...............................................................................David Whitten 

Minister of Music ............................................................ Vanessa Morton 

Worship Assistant .............................................................. Sarah Hartman 

Worship Leader ...................................................................... Carol Goss 

Flautist ............................................................................ Sarah Hartman 

Guitarist ............................................................................David Whitten 

Special Music .................................................................. Vanessa Morton 

Dir. of Media & Tech ............................................................... Kevin Beers 



 


