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May 18, 2025 5th Sunday of Easter 

Psalm 148 calls all creation to praise the Lord. We join with 

springtime blooms and buds, more hours of sunlight, 

newborn animals, singing birds and greening landscapes. 

Welcome to worship! 

Welcome 

Prelude The Lord Our God is With You Nathan Stucky 

GIVE PRAISE TO GOD 

* Call to Worship (One/Many)  Based on Philippians 1:3-6 

I thank my God every time I remember you. 

In all our prayers for one another, let us pray with joy! 

We gather today celebrating our partnership in the gospel, a 

journey shared from the first day until now. 

We come with confidence in the One who began this good work 

among us. 

He who started this journey of faith is faithful and will carry it on 

to completion. 

Let us worship the Lord our God with joyful hearts and thankful 

minds! 

* Opening Prayer 

Loving God, we come before you today with hearts full of 

memories and gratitude. Thank you for the gift of this church 

family, for the shared journey of faith, and for the unwavering 

partnership we've experienced in the gospel through the years. As 

we gather, fill us with joy, deepen our confidence in your ongoing 

work among us, and open our hearts to receive your Word. Be 

present with us now, we pray in Jesus' name. Amen. 



* Opening Song Praise the Lord, Sing Hallelujah #95 VT 

1: Praise the Lord, sing hallelujah,  

from the heavens praise God’s name!  

Praise the Lord, our great creator;  

all you angels, praise proclaim.  

All you hosts, together praising,  

sun and moon and stars on high.  

Praise the Lord, O heav’ns of heavens,  

and the floods above the sky. 

Refrain: God, we praise you, hallelujah,  
for your name alone is high.  
And your glory is exalted,  
and your glory is exalted,  
and your glory is exalted,  
far above the earth and sky! 

2: Let them praise the Lord creator;  

they were made at God’s command,  

who established them forever,  

whose decree shall ever stand.  

From the earth, O praise your maker,  

raging seas, you creatures all,  

fire and hail and snow and vapors,  

stormy winds that hear the call.  

Refrain 

3: All you fruitful trees and cedars,  

ev’ry hill and mountain high,  

creeping things and beasts and cattle,  

birds that in the heavens fly,  

crowns of earth from ev’ry nation,  

rulers great, earth’s judges all;  

praise together, all you people,  

aged ones and children small.  

Refrain 



CELEBRATE GOD’S FAMILY 

Time with Our Children 

Song of Praise Blessed Be Your Name #637 VT 

1: Blessed be your name in the land that is plentiful,  

where your streams of abundance flow, blessed be your name.  

Blessed be your name when I’m found in the desert place,  

though I walk through the wilderness, blessed be your name. 

Refrain: 
Ev’ry blessing you pour out I’ll turn back to praise.  
When the storm clouds gather in, Lord, still I will say,  
“Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be your name.  
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be your glorious name.” 

2: Blessed be your name when the sun’s shining down on me,  

when the world’s all as it should be, blessed be your name.  

Blessed be your name on the road marked with suffering,  

though there’s pain in the offering, blessed be your name. 

Refrain 

Bridge:  

You give and take away,  

you give and take away.  

My heart will choose to say,  

“Lord, blessed be your name.” 

Bridge:  

You give and take away,  

you give and take away.  

My heart will choose to say,  

“Lord, blessed be your name.” 

Refrain 

Prayers of the People 

Anthem Prayer Jeffrey Cadwell 



WORSHIP IN G IV ING  

Thoughts on Giving 

Paul speaks of his joy because of the Philippians’ “partnership in 

the gospel from the first day until now.” Our giving is one tangible 

way we express that same partnership. It's a response of gratitude 

for the good work God has begun and is continuing in us and 

through us. As we give today, let’s do so with joy, thankfully 

investing in the ongoing ministry and mission that God has called 

us to share together, confident that God will provide all we need 

to accomplish God’s purposes. 

 Song My Jesus, I Love Thee #133 VT
 

1: My Jesus, I love thee, I know thou art mine.  

For thee all the follies of sin I resign.  

My gracious Redeemer, my Savior art thou.  

If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, ’tis now. 

2: I love thee, because thou hast first loved me,  

and purchased my pardon on Calvary’s tree.  

I love thee for wearing the thorns on thy brow.  

If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, ’tis now. 

3: In mansions of glory and endless delight  

I’ll ever adore thee in heaven so bright.  

I’ll sing with the glittering crown on my brow.  

If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, ’tis now. 

LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 

Scripture Lesson   Philippians 1:3-11 CEB 

Thanksgiving and prayer 
3 I thank my God every time I mention you in my prayers. 4 I’m 

thankful for all of you every time I pray, and it’s always a prayer 

full of joy. 5 I’m glad because of the way you have been my 



partners in the ministry of the gospel from the time you first 

believed it until now. 6 I’m sure about this: the one who started a 

good work in you will stay with you to complete the job by the 

day of Christ Jesus. 7 I have good reason to think this way about 

all of you because I keep you in my heart. You are all my partners 

in God’s grace, both during my time in prison and in the defense 

and support of the gospel. 8 God is my witness that I feel affection 

for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
9 This is my prayer: that your love might become even more and 

more rich with knowledge and all kinds of insight. 10 I pray this so 

that you will be able to decide what really matters and so you will 

be sincere and blameless on the day of Christ. 11 I pray that you 

will then be filled with the fruit of righteousness, which comes 

from Jesus Christ, in order to give glory and praise to God. 

Sermon “A Prayer Full of Joy” 

GO IN GOD’S NAME 

* Song When We Walk with the Lord #570 VT 

1: When we walk with the Lord in the light of his word, 

what a glory he sheds on our way!  

While we do his good will, he abides with us still, 

and with all who will trust and obey. 

Refrain: Trust and obey, for there’s no other way 
to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 

2: Ev’ry burden we bear, ev'ry sorrow we share, 

all our toil he doth richly repay.  

Even grief, pain, and loss as we carry a cross 

will be blessed as we trust and obey. Refrain 

3: But we never can prove the delights of his love, 

until all on the altar we lay,  

for the favor he shows, and the joy he bestows,  

are for them who will trust and obey. Refrain 



4: Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at his feet, 

or we’ll walk by his side in the way. 

What he says we will do, where he sends we will go, 

never fear, only trust and obey. Refrain 

* Benediction 

Special Music Jesus Paid It All Hall/Grape 

* Please stand as able and led 

                                  
Our thanks to all who have helped to prepare and lead this morning’s worship service: 

Ministers .................................................... All Members 
Pastor ...............................................................................David Whitten 

Minister of Music ............................................................ Vanessa Morton 

Worship Leader ................................................................... Thoko Lipato 

Guitarist ............................................................................David Whitten 

Special Music ............. Rhonda Whitten, David Whitten, and Vanessa Morton 

Dir. of Media & Tech ............................................................... Kevin Beers 


